j King discusses Gulf crisis with Assad, Mubarak, Demirel 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Husain on Fri- 
Jay exchanged vim Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Syrian President Hafez Assad on the Irani* 
U.N. easts. King Hussein also received a phone call from 
T urfcish President Suleiman Demirel with whom he dis- 
cussed the latest developments in the region, and the need 
It* implementing all Security Council resolutions in 
order to prevent any tiinher escalation which might lead 
tocalastroplies. nor to Iraq alone, but to the whole region. 
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NATO prepares for potential military action 

VIENNA (AFP) — General Wesley Clark. NATO 
Supreme Allied Comraander-Europe, said Friday that 
"preparations are continuing for potential military action 
against Iraq if no diplomatic solution is found to the cri- 
sis" adding that "the U.S, has stated its preference for a 
diplomatic" solution,” he told a meeting of Austrian mili- 
tary officials in Vienna. But if Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein “refuses to comply, there is an option, and prepa- 
rations for that option are clearly underway.” Gen. Clark 
said it was clear that the Iraqi regime was still Dying to 
deceive the West over its weapons of mass destruction. “I 
think the evidence is quite clear that these weapons of 
mass destruction remain to some degree in place." he 
added. “Essentially. Saddam Hussein must comply with 
the U.N. Security Council resolutions." 
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Iraq hopeful for a peaceful solution 
as Russia steps up pressure on U.S. 

Annan: I am still preparing things. I’ve said time and time 
again, it’s not excluded that I do take a trip to Baghdad 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

Iraq said Friday then.* is still a 
chance that it can reach a 
diplomatic settlement with 
the United Nations over U.N. 
arms inspections and 
expressed hope that the Unit- 
ed Stares would not urtack. 

Iraqi Information and Cul- 
ture Minister Humam Abdul 
Ghafiir said: “We are working 
for a diplomatic solution to 
this crisis which was created 
by the Americans. 

"We believe that there are 
still chances open for such a 
solution. And Iraq is cooper- 
ating with all parties with the 
object of reaching a diplomat- 
ic solution for this Issue." he 
said. 

As fora U.S. attack, he said: 
“We hope that this will not 
happen." 

“But if that did happen, they 
will find a unified people con- 
fronting them, defending their 
right, and the Arabs will find 
our people a source of pride 
for them,” Mr. Abdul Ghafur 
added 

“Contacts are continuing 
and Deputy Premier Tareq 
Aziz contacted the U.N. see- 
retaiy general many times. 


"And there is exclunge of 
views, and as you knuw'there 
is the Russian initiative, there 
is a French initiative, and 
there is the visit by the Arab 
League secretary general." 

France, forging its own way 
in the Iraqi crisis, said on Fri- 
day United Nations chief Kofi 
Annan should be given a free 
hand to negotiate a peaceful 
solution with Baghdad. 

French Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Anne Guzeau- 
Secret did not say from whom 
the hand should be free, but it 
was clear she was referring to 
the United Slates. 

"We must give full confi- 
dence to the secretary-general 
to seek a solution that would 
fully respect United Nations 
resolutions... and we hope he 
can go to Baghdad as soon as 
possible." Ms. Gazeau-Secret 
told a press briefing. 

"We believe he must dis- 
pose of sufficient autonomy 
for his mission to be fruitful" 
she added 

Mr. Annan repealed Friday 
be was not excluding a mis- 
sion to Baghdad after Russia 
stepped up pressure for such a 
trip to defuse the standoff 
over U.N. arms inspections. 

Mr. Annan told reporters 


here who asked about 
prospects for a Baghdad mis- 
sion: "I haven't fixed a date 
yet, but I'm still preparing 
things. As I've said time and 
time again, it's not excluded 
dial 1 do take a trip tn Bagh- 
dad.” 

He added that at a meeting 
with ambassadors of die five 
permanent members of (he 
U.N. Security Council later 
Friday, he would discuss 
“what steps, what arrange- 
ments, what proposals we can 
get as a diplomatic solution, 
hut nut specifically a 
timetable for a trip to Bagh- 
dad." 

Russia on Friday stepped up 
pressure on the United Slates 
to hold back from a military 
strike against Iraq, again urg- 
ing further diplomatic efforts 
to end the crisis over U.N. 
weapons inspections. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov told 
reporters the search for a 
diplomatic solution should 
not end before Mr. Annan hod 
visited Baghdad. 

Speaking after meeting U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen, Mr. Primakov said the 
time was right for such a trip. 

"Russia believes one cannot 


talk about failed diplomatic 
efforts or reach iv veniia 
before Kofi Annan goes to 
Baghdad himself,” he said 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin caused a stir on Mon- 
thly during a trip to Italy when 
he stiid Mr. Annan planned a 
trip to Baghdad but the Unit- 
ed Nations denied such a visit 
was being organised 

Mr. Primakov said Mr. 
Annan, if he went, would be 
able to “see for himself on the 
spot and undertake an attempt 
to reach an agreement and 
bring the issue to a political 
settlement." 

Moscow has been pushing 
hard to stave off a U.S. mili- 
uuy strike if Baghdad fails to 
open sites to U.N. arms 
inspectors charged with elim- 
inating Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction. Mr. Yeltsin 
has a special envoy in the 
Iraqi capital. 

U.S.-Russian tensions that 
hod been slowly building for 
weeks behind the scenes 
spilled into the open when 
Russian Defence Minister 
Igor Sergeyev on Thursday 
rebuked Mr. Cohen for taking 
a “tough and uncompromis- 
ing” stand against Iraq. 

Despite Mr. Sergeyev's 


warning that future U.S.- 
Russian relations were in 
jeopardy, Mr. Cohen and 
other U.S. officials vowed to 
build support for a bombard- 
ment of Iraq if no diplomatic 
breakthrough is achieved 
soon. 

Argentina has agreed to 
send military transport and 
medical teams to the Gulf in 
support of a possible U.S.-led 
strike against Iraq, Foreign 
Minister Guido Di Telia 
announced Friday. 

Officials said however, that 
the country's participation 
would be mostly symbolic 
and said the troops would not 
engage in combat in the 
region. 

The Dutch government on 
Friday also said it will send a 
frigate to the Gulf if all diplo- 
matic solutions to resolve the 
crisis with Iraq have been 
exhausted. Foreign Minister 
Hans van Mierio said. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
urged New Zealand and Spain 
to join the group of nations 
backing the threat of using 
force against Iraq to gain "free 
and unfettered" access for 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinian, Israeli hurt 
in West Bank clashes 


JAiAZOUN REFUGEE 
CAMP (AP) — Palestinian 
teenagers stoned an Israeli 
military convoy outside this 
refugee camp Friday, and 
troops jumped out of their 
vehicles and responded with 
robber-coated bullets. 

An Israeli soldier was hit in 
the lace by a rock, and five 
Palestinians were injured by 
the army rubber-coated bul- 
lets. 

The dash came only a day 
after Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat threatened to 
“cross out" the peace agree- 
ments with Israel and unleash 
a new uprising if there was no 
progress in the deadlocked 
negotiations with Israel. 

The incident began when 
dozens of teenagers left the 
camp's mosque after Friday 
noon prayers and began chant- 
ing slogans in support of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
ignoring appeals by older resi- 
dents to honour a Palestinian 
National Authority i PNA) ban 
on such rallies. 

Some of the marchers 
approached the West Bank's 
main north-south road and 
threw stones at an Israeli army 
convoy. Soldiers jumped out 
of their vehicles and began fir- 
ing rubber bullets at the stone - 
throwers in the camp below 1 . 

Three jeeps drove into the 
camp to chase srone-ihroweis 
who quickly sought cover in 


Jewish organisation seeks to 
annul land sale in Jerusalem 


Israeli committee blames 
Netanyahu for Mossad 
murder bid fiasco 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AP) — A Jewish religious 
foundation is seeking to 
annul its sale of land in an 
Arab neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem to Miami million- 
aire Irving Moskowitz, a 
lawyer said Friday. 

The legal action raises new 
questions about whether Mr. 
Moskowitz will be able to go 
ahead with plans to build 
( 32 settlement units for Jews 
iniheRasAiAmoud in Arab 
east Jerusalem, the sector 
claimed by the Palestinians 
us a future capital. 

Mr. Moskowitz is a patron 
of Jewish settler groups that 
hope to strengthen Israel's 
hold over Arab east 
Jerusalem by moving into 
Arab neighbourhoods such 
as Ras Al Amoud, home to 
1 ] ,000 Palestinians. 

Last month. the 

the maze of narrow alleys. 

The confrontation continued 
for three hours, with young 
Palestinians scrambling up a 
muddy hill toward the main 
road to get closer to the sol- 
diers. At one point, Palestinian 
policemen tried io push back 
the stone-throwers, but the 
youngsters easily darted 


Moskowitz project in Ras Al 
Amoud was approved by the 
interior ministry, but Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu said he would 
block construction so as not 
to trigger riots. 

In an unexpected twist, the 
Wohlin foundation which 
sold Mr. Moskowitz half of 
the four-acre plot in 1992, is 
now trying to gel the deal 
annulled, arguing the land 
was never official appraised 
and soU far under value, said 
the foundation's lawyer. 
Rafael Stub. The land was 
sold for some $221,000, or 
one-fifth of its actual value. 
Mr. Stub said. 

The foundation took its 
case to a rabbinical court 
which has jurisdiction 
because the land under dis- 
pute has been classified os a 
religious endowment. 

around the officers. Some 
burned tires on die main road. 

Several pro- Iraq demonstra- 
tions in the West Bank this 
week have led to clashes 
between Israelis and Palestini- 
ans. The barometer of tension 
in the West Bank and Gaza has 

(Continued on page 7) 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli parliamentary com- 
mittee holds Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu responsible for a 
botched assassination bid 
against a Hamas leader in 
Jordan Iasi year, a newspa- 
per reported on Friday. 

The committee held that 
Mr. Netanyahu “exercised 
faulty judgement and 
showed poor execution” 
over the attack by Israel’s 
Mossad secret service 
against Hamas leader 
Khaled Misha'al in Amman 
in September, the Haaretz 
newspaper said. 

"Overall the subcommittee 
found that the operation had 
been a failure and was rid- 
dled with mistakes during 
the planning and training 
stages, as well as during the 
actual execution," the news- 
paper said. 

The affair was investigated 
by a subcommittee on 
Israel’s secret services of the 
Knesset’s (parliament) for- 
eign affairs and defence 
committee which is due to 
present its report to the 
prime minister in the next 
few days, it said. 

Haaretz said all six mem- 
bers of the subcommittee 
agreed that even if Mr. 
Netanyahu acted wrongly 


“this does not warrant his 
removal from office." 

However, the Labour 
Party’s Ehud Barak and Ori 
Orr and Yossi Sarid of 
Meretz, all of the opposition, 
and Ze’ev Binyamin Begin 
of Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud 
Party found fault with prime 
minister for the fiasco. 

The two other subcommit- 
tee members, foreign affairs 
and defence committee 
chairman Uzi Landau and 
Gideon Ezra, both of Likud, 
plan to issue a minority 
report saying the prime min- 
ister's judgement was sound 
and that Israel must fight ter- 
rorist leaders wherever they 
are, Haaretz said. 

Another point of con- 
tention was the personal 
responsibility of Mossad 
chief Danny Yatom lor the 
operation. Five of the sub- 
committee members said 
Mr. Yatom could remain in 
his post, while Mr. Sarid dis- 
agreed. The subcommittee 
exonerated the agents on the 
ground, saying they did their 
best. Nor should "personal 
conclusions” be drawn 
against the head of the 
Mossad’s operations bra- 
nch. who was responsible 
for planning the attack. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Anti-riot police attack demonstrators who staged a pro-Iraqi rally Friday despite a gov- 
ernment ban. Several hundred baton-wielding policemen beat up the demonstrators 
who chanted slogans in support of Iraq (Reuters photo) 

Police disperse thousands 
at illegal pro-Iraqi rally 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police on Fri- 
day foiled an anempt by the 
opposition parties to hold a 
rally in support of Iraq in 
downtown Amman. Hun- 
dreds of anti-riot police, 
armed with guns, dogs, 
batons and tear gas canis- 
ters dispersed thousands of 
people following the Friday 
prayers at the Al Husseini 
Mosque. Supporters of the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF), 
the political arm of the 
powerful Muslim Brother- 
hood movement, and of 
other smaller parties shout- 
ed pro-Iraq slogans. 

“By our souls and blood 
we will sacrifice ourselves 
for Iraq," the demonstrators 
chanted as a police heli- 
copter was hovering, high 
above the area. 

Police beat the demon- 
strators forcing them back 


into the mosque. 

Police later entered the 
mosque and arrested more 
than 60 people, including 
Brotherhood leaders. 

Three journalists, who 
were covering die incident 
were detained for a while 
but released afterwards. 

Several party leaders, 
including former speaker of 
the Lower House, Suleiman 
Arar, who is the head of Al 
Musiqbal Party, were 
among those beaten by 
police, witnesses said. 

The rally, barred by the 
authorities, was meant to 
show support for Iraq in its 
current standoff with the 
U.S. 

During a meeting with the 
party leaders at die Prime 
Ministry Thursday, Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali told the organisers 
that the government would 
not approve the rally lest it 
be infiltrated by saboteurs. 


In a statement yesterday 
the government said it pre- 
vented the rally because it 
had concrete evidence that 
(here were saboteurs who 
wanted to use the occasion 
for rioting. 

“Despite the clear posi- 
tion of the prime minister, 
the leaders of political par- 
ties and professional unions 
assembled following the 
Friday prayers at the 
mosque's court and started 
pro-Iraq slogans," the state- 
ment said. 

"The security forces have 
taken necessaiy measures 
to prevent demonstrators 
from holding their proces- 
sion because they have con- 
crete information that sabo- 
teurs, whose goal was to 
instigate riots and distur- 
bances, w'ere among the 
demonstrators." 

The IAF described the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Mordechai — Israel will ask U.S. 
to delay attack if not prepared 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel will ask (he United 
Slates io delay a military strike 
against Iraq until the Jewish 
state is fully prepared for a 
possible Iraqi anack with non- 
conventional weapons, the 
defence minister said in 
remarks published Friday. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
MonJechai said he was certain 
the United States would take 
the Israeli request into account. 

Israel is equipping its resi- 
dents with gas masks and 
preparing kits with antidotes in 
the event that Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein will fire mis- 
siles with biological or chemi- 
cal weapons at Israel. 

During a recent run of distri- 
bution centres, a shortage of 
several hundred thousand gas 
masks, including those "for 
young children, was discov- 
ered. Israel has been scram- 


bling to buy more masks 
abroad. 

Germany has agreed to loan 
Israel 180,000 protective kits 
against chemical and biologi- 
cal weapons, and Switzerland 
offered to lend Israel another 
25,000 masks. 

Government spokesman 
Moshe Fogel said Israel appre- 
ciated the Swiss offer, but 
would have to determine the 
masks' compatibility to 
Israel’s needs before accept- 
ing. 

The army said that 15 planes 
had landed since Feb. 7 with 
protective equipment against 
biological and chemical war- 
fare from Europe. Two more 
planes were expected from 
Germany and the Netherlands 
later Friday. 

An Israeli newspaper said 
Friday that (he U.S. is to sup- 
ply Israel with equipment to 


detect bacteriological weapons 
as the Jewish state prepares for 
a possible Iraqi strike. 

Israeli officers are due to 
visit the United States next 
week for training in how to use 
equipment,’ which was 
requested by Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai, . the 
Maariv newspaper said. 

It is the first time that the 
United States has agreed to 
supply another country with 
such equipment, which 
includes vehicles capable of 
being deployed at several sites 
simultaneously in the case of 

ntrnrk 

Israeli officials believe the 
risks of an Iraqi strike with 
non-conventional weapons are 
minimal but the country has 
nevertheless gone on a war 
footing, with Israelis rushing 
for gas masks 
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Bombing Iraq seen as West’s ‘least bad option’ but may spell end to UNSCOM mission 
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By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

LONDON — Western 
strategists are increasingly 
convinced that bombing Iraq 
offers ihe "least bad option" 
to constrain Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein from devel- 
oping biological and chemi- 
cal weapons. 

With little sign of a diplo- 
matic solution that would 
guarantee U.N. monitors 
unlimited access to suspected 
weapons of mass destruction 
sites, policy analysts say the 
choice is between accepting a 
fast-eroding inspection 
regime and using force to set 


back President Hussein’s pro- 
gramme. 

They acknowledge that a 
few days of intensive air 
strikes arc unlikely either to 
destroy all of Iraq’s suspected 
unconventional weapons or to 
eel rid of Mr. Hussein. 

“ Some experts believe 
bombing Iraq could spell an 
end to the mission of the U.N. 
Special Commission 

(UNSCOM 1 that has been 
searching for and dismantling 
Iraq’s chemical and biologi- 
cal arms programmes and 
hasten the crumbling of eco- 
nomic sanctions on Baghdad. 

Critics also warn of a poten- 


tially violent anti-Western 
backlash in the Arab World, 
especially if civilian casual- 
ties are heavy, and a serious 
blow to relations with Russia, 
which has invested much 
diplomatic prestige in trying 
to broker a settlement. 

But most strategists aigue 
that the alternative — accept- 
ing a diplomatic solution that 
falls short of total, unfettered 
access to ah suspect sites — 
would weaken Western inter- 
ests in the Middle East, set 
back worldwide deterrence of 
the spread of mass destruc- 
tion weapons and store up 
more trouble for the near 


future. 

"We should choose the least 
bad of a set of terrible options 
and attack Iraq at the earliest 
opportunity,” said Robert 
Blackwill. a former U.S. 
ambassador and assistant to 
Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger. 

Mr. Blackwill, who now 
teaches at Harvard University, 
told Britain's Royal Institute 
of International Affairs that 
ihe United States' ability to 
project power in the Gulf 
region and lead Middle East 
peace efforts could be fatally 
compromised if die Iraqi 
leader acquired weapons of 


mass destruction and the mis- 
siles to deliver them. 

He said that after an initial 
bombing blitz. President Hus- 
sein should be given a 
breather with a deadline to 
grant UNSCOM unfettered 
access to suspect sites, Ming 
which he would incur further 
waves of air strikes. 

While British and Ameri- 
can leaders stress the credibil- 
ity of the UJM. Security 
Council is at stake, Mr. 
Blackwill argued that the real 
challenge was to America’s 
global deterrence. 

“What would leaders in 
Pyongyang or Beijing think if 


the United States backed 
down in the Middle East?” he 
asked. 

Jonathan Eyal, director of 
studies at the Royal United 
Services Institute, said that 
while the West could not hope 
to eliminate Iraq's entire 
unconventional weapons pro- 
gramme by bombing, it was 
equally justifiable to try to 
slow down his programme. 

“The question is less about 
the wisdom of launching an 
air strike than about post- 
strike management,” Mr. Eyal 
told Reuters in an interview, 

"How do you retain the 
possibility of escalating while 


hitting him hard enough in 
the first instance? How do 
you react to what Saddam 
does next, which might be 
military retaliation, hostage- 
taking or the expulsion of 
UNSCOM? At what stage do 
you declare victory and put a 
stop to the operation?’ 
American strategy in the 
Gulf was based on keeping 
Iraq weak but not so weak 
that it would disgorge its 
problems on its neighbours, 
keeping Iran weak but not so 
weak (hat it did not counter- 
balance Iraq, and propping up 
pro- Western dictatorships 

elsewhere, he said. 


Mr. Eyal dismissed the sig- 
nificance of any anti-Western 
backlash that military action 
might nigger. 

"The purveyors of gloom in 
the run-up to ihe 1991 Gulf 
war were uniformly wrong," 
he said. 

Some strategists also say 
the United States would lose 
leverage with both Israel and 
moderate Arab states if it 
backed down in the Gulf but 
would have an incentive to 
push Arab-Jsraeli peace nego- 
tiations more aggressively if it 
did strike Iraq, to counter 
chaiges of a “double stan- 
dard." 
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No plans to use Jordanian territory for 
strike against Iraq — U.S. ambassador 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Amman Wesley 
Egan Jr. Thursday said 
there was no plan to use 
Jordanian territory in a pos- 
sible military strike against 
Iraq. 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference at the U.S. 
Embassy, the ambassador 
denied that there were any 
American troops stationed 
in the Kingdom. 

“I can assure you that 
except the mili tary staff in. 
the embassy, there are no 
American military person- 
nel in Jordan,” Mr. Egan 
said. “I am not aware of any 
plans to station U.S. mili- 
tary personnel in Jordan.” 

The U.S. ambassador said 
that the two countries will 
conduct scheduled bilateral 
military exercises this year 
“but there are none under 
way now.” 

The American official 


said a possible strike 
against Iraq will not include 
sending U.S. ground troops 
inside Iraqi territories. 

“I know of no plan to use 
ground troops in Iraq. Our 
view is that the territorial 
integrity of Iraq is funda- 
mental to the stability of the 
region,” he added. 

“We would not support 
the creation of a Kurdish 
state in the north. We would 
not support or be involved 
in anything that would have 
the effect of breaking Iraq 
apart," said the ambassador. 

But, “if the decision to 
use military force is taken,” 
said Mr. Egan, “it will be 
substantial. You will not be 
able to describe it as pin- 
prick. It will take little 
time.” 

“Given the nature of the 
threat, the use of military 
force has to do a lot, a lot of 
things have to be done suc- 
cessfully. It is a challenge." 
he added. 

“Iraqi civilians will not be 


targeted... only the 
weapons, weapons systems 
and the capacity to use and 
deliver these weapons will 
be targeted.” added the U.S. 
diplomat. 

“The use of military force 
is not inevitable. It is our 
hope that this option will 
not have to be exercised 
and there is time for the dis- 
cussion that are under 
way,” he added. 

“But if it becomes clear 
that the discussions under 
way are not making 
progress or if it becomes 
clear that discussions are 
only the next chapter in a 
process of delay, or a 
process of restricting 
UNSCOM works, if the 
judgement is made that [is] 
what is happening... then 
based on that judgement, 
the president will address 
the issue of use of mili tary 
force,” he said. 

“But I repeat that it is an 
option we clearly would 
prefer not to have to use.” 


added the ambassador. 

Mr. Egan denied news 
reports that the U.S. 
Embassy in Amman had 
recommended that the gov- 
ernment ban any pro-Iraq 
rallies. 

“The rumour is absolutely 
false," said the ambassador. 

“I have had no conversa- 
tion, nor did anybody in my 
embassy... with any author- 
ity in your government. 
This rumour is 100 percent 
false." 

The ambassador said that 
his country would extend 
what ever assistance the 
Kingdom might need as a 
result of a possible U.S. 
strike against Iraq. 

“If the situation develops 
in which there were emer- 
gency needs that Jordan 
had as a result of this crisis, 
I think you would find Jor- 
dan *s friend and the 
international community 
responsive." said Mr. Egan. 


Saudi prince calls on Saddam 
to hear ‘voice of reason’ 


CAIRO (AP) — Saudi Ara- 
bia’s crown prince urged 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein on Thursday to lis- 
ten to the “voice of reason” 
and spare Iraqi civilians the 
punishment of a U.S. mili- 
tary strike. 

Crown Prince Abdullah, 
in Cairo to discuss the Iraqi 
crisis with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, is 
among Arab leaders seek- 
ing a diplomatic end to the 
standoff over U.N. inspec- 
tions of suspected weapons 
sites. 

He has said Saudi Arabia 
won't allow U.S. fighters to 
stage strikes from bases in 
his country to press their 
point. 

“I call on President Sad- 
dam Hussein to listen... to 


CAIRO l AFP) — Iraqi For- 
eign Minister Mohammad 
Said A1 Sahhaf said 64 Iran- 
ian “spies” are being held in 
Iraqi jails, an Arab newspa- 
per reported on Friday. 

“We currently have 64 
men from Iranian intelli- 
gence agencies in Iraqi pris- 
ons," Mr. Sahhaf said at a 
dinner on Wednesday night 
in Cairo. A1 Hayat newspa- 
per reported. 

Mr. Sahhaf said that dur- 
ing his visit to Tehran last 
month. Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami asked 
him to free the prisoners. 
However, he did not dis- 
close his response, nor give 


the voice of reason and 
political awareness and to 
implement the U.N. Securi- 
ty Council's resolutions,” 
Prince Abdullah said at the 
Cairo international airport 
before meeting with Mr. 
Mubarak. 

President Hussein must 
“spare the Iraqi people the 
coming threat." 

After meeting with Presi- 
dent Mubarak. Prince 
Abdullah said both were 
committed to a negotiated 
solution. “The Iraqi people 
will suffer more if reason is 
ignored and previous'expe- 
riences are not remem- 
bered,” .Prince ;■ Abdullah 
was quoted as saying by 
Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency. 

Prince Abdullah later left 


the date the Iranians were 
arrested. 

He accused Iran, which 
was at war with Iraq from 
1980-88. of betraying his 
country during the 1991 
Gulf war. 

“During the war in 1991. 
the Iranians betrayed us. 
They did not respect our 
borders. They pillaged, dis- 
persed [our citizens] and 
stabbed us in the back.” Mr. 
Sahhaf said. 

But he noted that Iran was 
currently opposed to a U.S. 
strike against Iraq over the 
U.N. weapons inspections 
crisis “and I believe we 
have settled the situation 


Cairo. 

In Damascus, President 
Hafez Assad met with a 
Kuwaiti delegation, includ- 
ing the foreign minister and 
ambassador to Syria. 
Kuwaiti State Minister 
Abdul Aziz AI Dakhil said 
the crisis requires “consul- 
tation and coordination.” 

The United States has 
threatened military strikes 
if Iraq does not allow 
inspections of suspected 
weapons sites. Only after 
the United Nations has ver- 
ified that Iraq is free of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion will it lift sweeping 
sanctions imposed follow- 
ing the 1991 Gulf war. 

Iraq has repeatedly 
stressed it destroyed all 
these weapons. 


with them.” 

A report in The Times 
newspaper on Thursday 
said senior intelligence and 
security officials from Iran 
and Iraq met secretly to 
forge an alliance in the face 
of the growing U.S. military 
build-up in the Gulf. 

The British newspaper 
said the meeting, if con- 
firmed, would provide evi- 
dence that the once bitter 
foes are developing new 
contacts and putting aside, 
for the time being at least, 
obstacles that have blocked 
normalisation of ties since 
their war. 


Iraqi 

opposition 
says Saddam 
will back 
down 

KUWAIT CITY ( AFP) — 
Iraq’s leading Shiite oppo- 
sition figure Mohammed 
Baqer Al Hakim said Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
will take “a step back" to 
avoid a military strike, a 
Kuwaiti newspaper report- 
ed Friday. 

“I expect to see Saddam 
Hussein take a step back at 
the last minute because he 
has repeatedly backed 
down in the past,” Mr. 
Hakim said in an interview 
in Al Rai Al Am. 

“Saddam is determined 
to hold on to power no 
matter how hard he is hit, 
even if Iraq is completely 
destroyed," said Mr. 
Hakim, leader of the 
Tehran-based Supreme 
Assembly of the Iraqi 
Islamic Revolution. 

On the question of a pos- 
sible military coup in Iraq 
following any strike by the 
United States and Britain, 
Mr. Hakim said: “Any- 
thing could happen in Iraq, 
especially as the army has 
been humiliated by the 
regime and feels hatred 
towards it." 

The United Slates and 
Britain have threatened to 
launch a military strike 
against Iraq if the U.N. 
Special Commission 
[UNSCOM) for disarming 
Iraq is not permitted 
unconditional and unre- 
stricted access to all sites 
in Iraq. 


Iraq has 64 Iranian ‘spies’ in 
jail — Iraqi foreign minister 



BOMBING IN ALGIERS: People looks at the debris after a bomb exploded in a cafe in Bab A! Oned, near- the 
ancient Casbah in Algiers Thursday. The bomb killed one person and injured 14 others ( AF photo) 


Turkish prosecutor demands sentences 
of eight to 15 years for reporter’s death 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
prosecution demanded 
prison sentences of eight 
to fifteen years Friday for 
six policemen standing 
trial over the death of a 
journalist in police cus- 
tody, the Anatolia news 
agency reported. 

Metin Goktepe. 27 -year- 
old reporter for the leftist 


daily Evrensel. was beaten 
to death by a group of 
policemen, according to 
witnesses, after his arrest 
on Jan. 8, 1996 in Istanbul. 

Goktepe had been cover- 
ing the fttneral of two pris- 
oners killed in a riot at 
Istanbul’s Umraniye 
prison when he was 
detained. 


Five other policemen 
implicated in the death of 
the reporter were released 
by the court last Septem- 
ber. 

The trial opened in the 
western town of Aydin. not 
in Istanbul, for “security 
reasons." and was later 
moved to Afyon with the 
same explanation. 


Goktepe’s death ..in 
detention had triggered 
widespread protests in 
Turkey, with thousands 
attending the funeral in 
Istanbul. 

Despite the remote 
venue, many spectators 
and human rights activists 
travelled to Afyon to fol- 
low the case. 


Rival Kurd parties agree to continue ceasefire 


DUBAI (AFP) — Two 
rival Kurdish factions have 
agreed to continue a cease- 
fire concluded at the begin- 
ning of the fasting month 
of Ramadan six weeks ago. 
a joint statement said 
Thursday. 

The statement said' that in 
a four-hour meeting, the 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) and the Patri- 
otic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) agreed on the need 
to resolve their problems 
through dialogue and not 
violence. 

They also agreed to free 
ail prisoners unconditional- 


ly. end expulsions from the 
respective territories they 
control and welcome back 
those who had been 
expelled, and end press 

-.campaigns against, each 
other' 

. . .United . - Nations 
spokesman Eric Fault said 
earlier it was the first high- 
level meeting between the 
two Kurdish factions which 
control northern Iraq since 
the ceasefire in December. 

The KDP and the PUK 
met on the ceasefire line in 
the region of Shaklawa. he 
said. “There are more meet- 
ings planned in the next 


few days.” 

-The, two factions have 
clashed on and off since 
1993. after having shared 
control of northern Iraq in 
defiance of Baghdad since 
the aftermath of the 1991 
Gulf war. More than 3,000 
people have died in the 
fighting. 

But “the fact is that north- 
ern Iraq is now more quiet 
than it has been for 
months," said Mr. Fait 

“The implications are 
obviously positive for the 
implementation of the 
Security Council Resolu- 
tion 986 in that region,” he 


said, referring to the U.N. 
oil-for-food accord. 

“The distribution of food 
has been very regular in 
recent weeks, and for the 
first time since the arrival 
of drugs last May medi- 
cines are available in quan- 
tities in the health centres 
of northern Iraq,” said Mr. 
Fait. 

Under the oil-for-food 
deal, sanctions-hit Iraq is 
authorised to sell limited, 
amounts of crude to finance 
imports of food and medi- 
cine. The United Nations 
distributes the supplies .in 
the north. 


Human rights group condemns summary trials in Sudan 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Sudanese government 
should stop putting its 
opponents on summary 
public trial and give relief 
groups access to thousands 
of people trapped in the 
war-torn south. Human 
Rights Watch, Africa Divi- 
sion, said. 

“We object to any trials 
of government opponents 
in public order courts, 
which by their nature vio- 
late the right to a fair trial,” 
the Washington-based 
group said in a statement 


Thursday. 

The use of “very summa- 
ry courts to punish govern- 
ment opponents who seek 
to exercise their free 
expression and free associ- 
ation rights... makes a trav- 
esty of justice.” the state- 
ment added. 

The group also voiced 
concern over press reports 
indicating that since the 
government of President 
Omar Al Bashir came to 
power In 1989. some 100 
people have been sen- 
tenced to death and execut- 


ed. 

Human Rights Watch 
called on the Sudanese 
leader to allow U.N. and 
other relief assistance to 
between 100.000 and 
150,000 people in dire 
need of assistance in the 
southern part of the coun- 
try, especially around Wau. 

Sudan’s First Vice Presi- 
dent Al Zubair Mohammed 
Saleh and 25 other people 
were killed in a plane crash 
in southern Sudan on 
Thursday, which state tele- 
vision said happened dur- 


ing a forced landing due to 
bad weather. 

But the rebel Sudan Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA). which is fighting 
the government for autono- 
my in southern Sudan, 
claimed that its forces had 
shot down the plane/ 

Sudanese Information 
Minister Al Tayeb Ibrahim 
Mohammad Khair. who 
was among 31 of the- -57 
people aboard the plane, 
who survived, denied the 
rebel claim. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


16:10 -..Twinkle 

16:30 French Programmes 

18:00 Square One TV 

18:30 Neighbours 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Documentary 

19:30 News headlines 

19J5 __You Bet Your Life 

20:00 Cinema, Cinema 

20:30 -.Prism 

21:10 .TimeTrax 

22 K)0 .News in English 

22:30 Feature film: “The 

Boy Who Drank Too Much” 
23:15 Comedy — The 


Respected Family” 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:55,-. 

- Fajr 

06:16... 

(Sunrise) Duha 

UJ0... 


14:56... 


17:24 .. 

Mnohrph 

18:42... 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary Of Nazareth Church 
Swafieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Axummcation 

TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 661656. 


Terra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian CathoHc Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

TeL 77526 1. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TW. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
In Amman Tel. 811295 
English-speaking 
I .a tin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614)90. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
me/u of Meteorology 
Cold weather conditions will 
prevail with skies cloudy to 
partly cloudy. Occasional rain- 
fall is expected and winds 


westerly to northwesterly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, skies 
will be partly cloudy, scattered 
showers are expected, winds 


northerly moderate, and 
calm. 

seas 

MiiL/Max. temp- 

.04/10 


.09/19 


L03/13 

Jordan VaDev 08/18 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 09 Aqaba 18 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 82 per colt, 
Aqaba 54 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Khali Ifcshiq 357253 

Dr. Wafikj Qaddumi .893542 

Du Nasser Ibrahim — 830432 

Dc Balfjat Bader 832642 

•Firsts pharmacy .5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 


Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A) Salam pharmacy ,.-.636730 
Yacoub pharmacy - 644945 


Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dl AhmadQanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Tareq EGjjawi 9S5445 

Khalifefa pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Gvfl Defence Department 

.5661] 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency —19 9 
Rescue Police 192. 621 HI. 
637777 

Fire Brigade —.617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police —843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

- 630321 

Hotd Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints — .. .5661 176 
Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) - 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs .623101 


Abdati Telephone Repairs 

.5661101 

Jordan Television .7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan - 774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

..815615 

Electric Power Company 

.636381 

RJ Flight Information 44- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 44- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Metfical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 

..... 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity, J. Amn. 

.'. .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

.642362 

Malhas, J. Amman — .636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani -3607071 
Shmetsani Hospital ...3669131 
University Hospital . — .845845 
AJ-Muasfaer Hospital —5667227)9 
The Is) auric, AbdaK .-3666126/37 
Al-AhlLAbdah — — 5664164/6 
Italian, AJMuhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashh; J- Ashrafieh 


775111726 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Araal Hospital 3674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery.— S65199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(091983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

JObn Sinn Hospital —(09)986732 
Al HIkam Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Dm Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department al Ok Queen Alia 
Iniemaaonal Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where it should 


always he verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (44) 52700 or (44) 
523250. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


08:25 .. — .Damascus (RJ) 

W=30 New Delhi fRI) 

09:55 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10: 05 : Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 


10 JO — -...—Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 Linz l Austria) (add) (RJ) 

15:00 —New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

17:40 London. Berlin (RJ) 

!930 Frankfiirt (RJ) 

05:15 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

Al ’Arish (PF) 

13; 15 Riyadh (SV> 

15:05 . — .Vienna (OS) 

18:00 ....Dubai. Damascus (EK) 
21:10 —.Paris, Damascus (AF) 

^‘>30 — Athens (OA) 

Cairo (MS) 

23=30 -London. Beirut (BA I 

23:35 -Amsterdam (KL) 

03:25 Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Saturday) 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights: 


05:55 .. Linz (Austria) (add) (RJ) 

06 JO Beirut (RJ) 

09:55 Frankfurt (RJ) 

11 JO ..Amsteftfam.NewYorfclJti) 

12:00 —Milan Madrid (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

12:10 —-L.Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12 JO Cairo (RJ) 

20:05 Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15. Bombay (RJ) 

20JO Lamacu (RJ) 

21.-00 ..-Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
21 J5 Jeddah (RJ) 


Other Flights 

07:00 -..-.-Beirut (ME) 

1030 Al 'Arish (MakaAiipfflQ (HR 
14:15 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain lC3F) 

14:45*. Riyadh (SV) 

15 JO - -Vienna (OS) 

15.-00 .-Dubai (EK) 

23 J5 -.......-..—..Caii'o.lMS) 


23 J5 

00 J5 

03:00 

04 JO 


Damn<n ic,-PariS-( AF) 

1.. Amsterdam (KL) 

-Athens (AZ): 

Rome (OA) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Saturday) . J 


Home News 

Queen chairs round table 
on child labour in Jordan 


Jordan Times, Saturday, February 14, 1998 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Thursday chaired a round 
tabic session on child 
labour, during which the 
National Task Force 1'or 
Children (NTFC) Research 
and Database Centre pre- 
sented the major findings of 
its pilot study on child 
labour in Jordan, which 
was done in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Labour 
and the International 
Labour Organisation (ILOj. 
according to a press release. 

The round [able will lead 
to a national workshop to 
present and discuss the 
study and recommenda- 
tions for a plan of action. 

Queen Noor, who is the 
NTFC chair, said that 
although child labour in 
Jordan is not a problem of 
great scale, indicators have 
shown that it is on the rise, 
thus necessitating preventa- 
tive action. 

She added that the ILO 
has supported studies on 
child labour in Jordan. 
Palestine. Lebanon. Syria 
and Yemen since 1947 and 
that the NTFC pilot studs 
will be a component of the 
ILO’S report on the status 
of child labour in the world. 
The study focuses on "the 
causes, conditions and con- 
sequences of child labour,” 
rather than the magnitude 
of the problem, which w ill 
be covered in a later nation- 
al survey, the statement 


said. 

The Queen noted that the 
NTFC study placed an 
important emphasis on 
working children’s respons- 
es and opinions. This 
approach reflects the basic 
precept of the NTFC. 
which considers children as 
major players in identifying 
solutions to their problems, 
she said. 

According to the NTFC 
study, the only available 
statistics on child labour in 
Jordan are from employ- 
ment surveys conducted 
periodically since 1961. 
Tlie surveys indicated that 
the majority working chil- 
dren were engaged in agri- 
cultural. craft, trade and 
elementary occupations, 
with 42 per cent of the chil- 
dren working Jong hours 
exceeding 49 hours per 
week. 

The NTFC Held survey 
showed that “over 50 per 
cent of the employed chil- 
dren earned levs than JD3U 
a month” and were exposed 
to a variety of occupational 
hazards as well as physical 
abuse and in some cases 
sexual harassment. The sur- 
vey cited the children's 
main cases for child labour 
were “helping the family 
financially, gaining work 
experience. avoiding 
school and lack of recre- 
ational activities. 

Children's rights have 
assumed enormous impor- 


tance in both national and 
international law'. The U.N. 
General Assembly adopted 
in 1989 the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child 
(CRCj, which confers upon 
children a full spectrum of 
civil, social, cultural and 
economic rights. 

Jordan rati tied the Arab 
and International Conven- 
tion on the Rights of the 
Child in 1984 and 1991 
respectively and launched 
the National Plan of Action 
for Children 1993-2000. 
which encompassed the 
fields of health, education, 
environment and develop- 
ment. The National Task 
Force for Children (NTFC) 
was established in 1995 as 
u coordinating agency to 
monitor the condition and 
status of children in accor- 
dance with the Arab and 
International Conventions 
on the Rights of the Child 
and the National Plan of 
Action lor Children. 

The NTFC is compiling 
comprehensive data to 
highlight children's unmet 
needs and rights through its 
Research and Database 
Centre and will disseminate 
information to all con- 
cerned institutions, h will 
develop, in cooperation 
w ith the coalition members, 
model action programmes 
and launch public uwtirc- 
ness campaigns to advocate 
their implementation, the 
statement concluded. 


Princess Alia 
celebrates birthday 


AMMAN (J.T.j — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Alia Bint A1 Hussein cele- 
brated her birthday on Fri- 
day. 

Bom on Feb. 13. 1956. 
the Princess first studied at 
The Ahlivah School in 
Amman before completing 
her secondary school edu- 
cation in London. 

Princess Alia graduated at 


the top of her class with a 
degree in English from the 
University of Jordan in 
1972. 

The Princess is president 
of the Pan- Arab Society for 
Arabian Horses and hon- 
orary’ chairperson of a num- 
ber of clubs and voluntary 
and charitable societies. 

Princess Alia is continual- 
ly involved in efforts to 



boost women’s rights and 
promote better services for 
Jordanian children. 


what’s 
going ,on 


PIANO RECITAL 

* Piano recital by French 
pianist Philippe Giusunu ai the 
Royal Cullunil Centre at S:00 
pin. (to perform pieces by 
Chopin, Ravel and Radimani- 
notT). 

FILMS 

" Cuban film “Lucia" t in 
Spanish with subtitles in Eng 
lish; at Institute Cervantes. 
Jabal Amman, on Sunday. Feb 
15 at 5:00 p.m. 

* Film (in English) on study 
ing al German universities 
[parts HI and IV j at Goethe 
Instituu Jabal Amman on Sun- 
day. Feb. 15. at 4:30 p.m. 

PLAY 

* Children's play “A Theatre 
Dream" at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at t0.-00a.ni. idaily until 


CONCERTS 

* Two musical concerts by 
K Austrian Unicom Ensemble 
id ssrudems of iher National 
fusic Consavatry al the Royal 
uitural Centre on Sunday, 
eb. 1 5 and Monday. Feb. lb at 

00 p.m. respectively. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Sudanese 
ist Sabh Al Muir at Baladna 
n Gallery. Gardens Street, 
nil Feb. 23. 

* Valentine's Day bazaar at 
mJan Design and Trade Cctv 

1 of Noor AJ Hussein Fbunda- 
m, off Wadi Saqra Street (Tel. 
i99141/2), until ftb- M- 

* Private collection of Mam- 
juh Bishnrai entitled "A 
ision. An Identity” at Darar Al 
mun, Jabal Wsbdeh, until 
arch 5 (TeL 643251). Also 

splaying works bycontempo- 
rv Arab artists — "The New 


NEWS IN BMEF1 


Crown Prince sends 
condolences to Sudanese 
president 

.AMMAN (Petra i — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan on 
Friday sent condolences to 
Sudanese President Omar 
Hasson Al Bashir over the 
death of senior Sudanese 
officials in a plane crash. 
The Crown Prince voiced 
his deep sorrow for this 
tragic incident. 

Jordan, Tlmis-ia agree 

on environmental 
cooperation 

AMMAN tJ.T.) — A 
memorandum of under- 
standing on environmental 
cooperation was conclud- 
ed Thursday between Jor- 
dan and Tunisia The 
agreement, signed by Min- 
ister of Municipal and 
Rural Affaire and the Envi- 
ronment Tawfiq Khreishan 
and Tunisian Minister of 
Environment Mohammad 
Muhdi Malikah. provides 
for exchanging environ- 
mental experti.se. 


Khader Zahran, editor 
ofAkhbar AJ Usbou, 
dies at 66 

AMMAN (J.T.j — Minis- 
ter of State for Information 
Affaire Samir Mucuwi on 
Friday announced the 
death of Khader Odeh 
Zahran, the editor in chief 
of the weekly Akhbar Al 
Usbou. Zahran passed 
away on Thursday at the 
age of 66. He served the 
Arab press for 30 years. 

Swedish FM arrives 
today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Swedish Foreign Minister 
Lena Hjelm-Wallen today 
starts a three-day official 
visit to the Kingdom, dur- 
ing which she will hold 
talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein. HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
senior Jordanian officials. 
Her talks will focus on 
bilateral relations and the 
latest political develop- 
ments in the Middle East. 


Majali calls on Israeli government to work 
on rebuilding confidence in peace process 


AMMAN /J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali has called on the 
Israeli government to work 
towards rebuilding confi- 
dence in the peace process 
and removing suspicion 
and tension by carrying out 
concrete actions to ensure 
its success. 

Al a meeting with visiting 
Israeli Foreign Ministry 
Director Eytan Ben Tzur on 
Thursday, the prime minis- 
ter said Israel should 
respond favourably and 


practically to the Arab par- 
ties' desire for peace rather 
than limiting its reactions to 
propaganda statements. 

Accusing Israel of placing 

obstacles in the path of the 
peace process. Dr. Majali 
said Jordan has based its 
strategy on a real and per- 
manent peace. 

It seems that Israel has 
forgotten that peace 
requires an element of 
mutual confidence between 
the concerned panics in 
order to be achieved, said 


ihe prime minister. 

Israel only speak-s about 
peace and agreements but 
docs not take steps toward 
translating these agree- 
ments into facts on the 
ground, especially with 
regard to the accords with 
the Palestinians, he added. 

Dr. Majali asked that 
Israel adopt a positive stand 
in its negotiations with the 
Palestinians to enable them 
to secure their legitimate 
rights on their national soil 
in implementation of the 


agreements signed between 

the two sides.* 

Informed sources quoted 
Mr. Ben Tzur os saying that 
Israel was seeking to bol- 
ster its relations with Jor- 
dan iq all fields. 

During the meeting, the 
two sides reviewed devel- 
opments in the peace 
process as well as the Iraq- 
U.N. crisis, with Dr. Majali 
reiterating Jordan's opposi- 
tion to any military strike 
against Iraq and its full sup- 
port for diplomatic efforts 


to find a peaceful solution, 
according to the sources. 

The meeting was also 
attended by Deputy Prime 
Minister Jaw-ad Anani, For- 
eign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh, Jordanian 
Ambassador to Israel Omar 
Rifai and Israeli Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Oded Eran. 

Dr. Tarawneh earlier bad 
a separate meeting with Mr. 
Ben Tzur, who also met 
Senate Speaker Zeid Rifai 
before returning home. 


French 
pianist 
Giusiano 
back in 
Amman 


By Jcan-Claude Elias 

Special to tlii- Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Amman 
loved him and he must 
have loved Amman, for 
Philippe Giusiano is back 
for another much-awaited 
piano concert. 

Giusiano’s previous per- 
formance in the Kingdom, 
in January 1997, was main- 
ly dedicated lo the music of 
Frederic Chopin. This time, 
the virtuoso will also play 
works by Maurice Ravel 
and Sergei Rachmaninoff 
in addition to a sonata by 
Chopin. The concert will 
take place at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre on Saturday at 
8:00 p.m. 

The event is being held 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and is 
organised by the SOS Chil- 
dren Villages Association - 
to whom all proceeds will 
be donated — in coopera- 
tion with the French Cul- 
tural Centre. 

Giusiano belongs to the 
small group of truly great 
pianists. He began studying 
the piano at the age of five 
in his hometown Marseille, 
and 

started collecting awards 
and prizes at the early age 
of 12. One of his masters at 
the Conservatoire National 
SuptSrieur de Musique de 
Paris was the celebrated 
Jacques Rouvier, a 
renowned specialist of 
Ravel’s repertoire. 

Philippe Giusiano pos- 
sesses all the qualities that 
make a concert performer - 
flawless technique, self- 
assurance and a deep 
understanding of the pieces 
he is playing. What makes 
him great, however, is his 
natural talent. Giusiano 
plays with his soul as much 
as he plays with his mind 
or his fingers. He fell 
deeply in Jove w r ith Chopin 
piano works when he was a 
child, and now at 25, he has 
reached full musical matu- 
rity, 

Saturday’s recital will 
allow Amman's music 
lovers to enjoy Ravel’s 
“Miroirs pour Piano,” 
Rachmaninoff’s "2nd 
Sonata, in B flat minor, 
op.36" and Chopin’s “3rd 
Sonata in B minor, op.58." 


Two arrested in connection with 1997 murder 


By Rana Hussemi 

J onion Timei Sniff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police on Friday 
announced they arrested a 
man and his son ;uul charged 
them with the murder of a 26- 
year-old man in the Wadi 
Rimum area in Jabal Al Nass- 
er in November 1 997, accord- 
ing to judicial sources. 

Tawfiq Mohammad 
Hawaii's decomposed body 
was found dumped in a 
deserted area near the quarry 
in Wadi Rimum on Nov. 20. 
Coroners determined that the 
man’s skull had been crushed 
by a flint stone. 

Authorities then said JD500 


were missing from the v ictim. 
No arrests were made and the 
case was filed under the 
unsolved murders in the King- 
dom. 

The judicial source told the 
Jordan Times that the two sus- 
pects identified only as M.H.. 
57. and his son. A., 19, were 
arrested on Thursday follow- 
ing new evidence that linked 
the suspects with the murder. 

The source said the evi- 
dence emerged alter Criminal 
Prosecutor I mad Kilani re- 
questioned the suspects and 
more than eight witnesses 
“who presented evidence 
which contradicted the pre- 
lim inars 1 testimonies of the 


suspects.” 

“The witnesses testified that 
the two suspects were sleep- 
ing in the pastures near the 
quarry on the night of the mur- 
der, contradicting the prelimi- 
nary testimonies of the two 
suspects.” the source said. 

"When questioned by the 
authorities a few days after the 
murder occurred, the two sus- 
pects said they were sleeping 
in their house, not near the 
quarry,” the source .-aid. 

But' alter questioning the 
wile of one of the suspects, the 
source maintained, "she 
informed us that her husband 
spent the night near the quar- 
rv. M 


The authorities also heard 
testimony by witnesses con- 
firming that the suspect's son 
had constant disputes with Mr. 
Hawaii over his right to graze 
his sheep near their land 
The witnesses confirmed 
that both suspects knew that 
the victim "always carried 
large amount of money on 
him, and plotted to kill him 
because they both suffered 
from financial problems.” 
According to the judicial 
source, both suspects will be 
interrogated by Criminal 
Prosecutor bnad Kiiani today, 
who is expected to press pre- 
meditated charges against 
them 


Environment conference ends with call 
for regional countries to ratify convention 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Delegates at an 
international conservation 
forum urged regional countries 
that have not ratified a bio- 
diversity convention to do so 
to help preserve the area’s 
ecosystem. 

The three-day World Con- 
servation Union (TUCN) meet- 
ing. which ended late on 
Thursday, also urged partici- 
pants to “prepare and imple- 
ment national bio-diversity 
strategies and action plans.” 

In a separate move, Egypt’s 
delegation called for the “pro- 
tection of nature through pre- 
venting war, bloodshed, and 
the use of weapons of mass 
destruction." 

As the delegates wound up 
their meeting, the U.S. gave no 


sign of softening its demands 
on Baghdad nor slowing 
preparations to launch an 
attack if Iraq does not comply 
with U.N. demands over 
granting amts inspectors free 
access to presidential sites. 

""Peace is the only way to 
conserve nature,” Kamal Bad- 
noni, a delegate from Egypt, 
told the second regional IUCN 
forum. 

The meeting also welcomed 
the formation of the regional 
IUCN committee for west 
Asia and sub-regional com- 
mittees for north Africa and 
central Asia to boost conserva- 
tion efforts. 

The forum also commended 
the establishment of the Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Award 
for Conservation, which was 
given to former IUCN Presi- 
dent Mohammed Kassas of 


Egypt 

Queen Noor, an IUCN 
patron, said all countries were 
aware of the consequences of 
the world's environmental 
problems and most had solu- 
tions to these challenges. 

The IUCN was created in the 
French town of Fontainebleau 
near Paris in 1948. 

It is among the world’s most 
active conservation organisa- 
tions, with nearly 9.000 techni- 
cal and policy experts in six 
global commissions giving 
information and sharing the 
conservation experience of 
895 institutions worldwide. 

The organisation, which is 
celebrating its 50th anniver- 
sary' this year, is trying to gath- 
er ideas from members before 
it chans a strategy far the next 
50 years to address serious 
issues of long-term sustain- 


ability of the plant. 

The Amman forum was a 
follow-up to the first regional 
forum held in Riyadh in 1995. 

Jordan has taken advantage 
of “debt-for-nature” swaps to 
launch conservation efforts 
and the IUCN is helping bro- 
ker deals between the Ministry 
of Finance and the World 
Bank. 

The National Committee of 
Jordan was established in 
1995. Members include the 
Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment, the General Corporation 
of Environment Protection, the 
Royal Society for the Conser- 
vation of Nature, and other 
environmental organisations. 

It pools together all Jordan- 
ian activities and efforts to 
achieve the IUCN’s message 
of protecting the environment. 


High school student marketing Jordan 
around the world via the Internet 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Over 3.5 million 
global Internet surfers have 
visited a site developed by a 
10th grader in April to pronioie 
Jordan's touristic sites and pro- 
vide essential information to 
potential visitors. 

While Jordan has spent mil- 
lions of dollars over the years 
on glossy advertising 
brochures and promotion cam- 
paigns to lure tourists, Mahdi 
W. Bseisso opted fora free-of- 
charge around-the-clock medi- 
um available to 80 million 
worldwide. 

The 15-year-old Jubilee 
School student told the Jordan 
Times that he planned to pro- 
vide the contents of his site in 


Russian, French and German. 

“But I am a little reluctant to 
provide the content in Arabic, 
as the majority of Web surfer* 
have no suitable means to view 
the language.” he said. 

At present, the bulk of Ara- 
bic web sites take the form of 
images, which require a long 
time to load. 

Mahdi said most user* lose 
interest in sites that take too 
long to load — Jordan's low 
quality copper phone lines are 
a poor medium for data-trans- 
fer. 

Mahdi said it took him two 
months to leant Java, an 
advanced Internet program- 
ming language, and two weeks 
to set up his own site on the 
World Wide Web (WWW). 

Visitors to the site are greet- 


ed with the Jordanian national 
an them, a process that takes a 
few seconds to load and rally 
requires surfers to have a 
sound card to listen to it. 

Mahdi's site, named 
www.geocities.ccan/Enchant- 
edForesLhtm, gives essential 
information about the King- 
dom — picture clips and infor- 
mation on A mman. J crash, 
Petra, Aqaba, Wadi Rum and 
other areas famed for their 
archaeological riches. 

“I started the project after a 
month of research, including 
reading brochures that were 
sent to me by the Department 
of Antiquities and visiting the 
Ministry of Tourism," he said. 

His school teachers are also 
encouraging his initiative and 
talent by helping him gather 


information so that the site can 
be updated on a regular basis. 

He said he has barn co m mis - 
sioned to design an Internet 
site for his school as a gradua- 
tion project. It will be launched 
before the school transfers to 
its new permanent headquar- 
ters between Jubaiha and 
Yajouz in May. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biltaji pre- 
sented Mahdi with a medal to 
express his gratitude fra the 
student's help in promoting 
Jordan worldwide. 

FirstNet also gave him a free 
. Internet account, while 
Access2Arabia and Arabia 
Online offered to host his web 
site on their servers, thereby 
making his site available at 
more than one WWW address. 


Correspondents for foreign papers questioning PPD’s enforcement of law 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Press and 
Publication Department (PPD) 
is cracking down on Jordanian 
media correspondents for violat- 
ing 1 995 regulations by working 
for foreign newspapers without 
being members of the Jordan 
Press Association (J PA). 

But many correspondents said 
the PPD was being selective in 
enforcing the regulations gov- 
erning their operations and 
claimed it was targeting only a 
handful because of their cover- 
age of sensitive Jordanian 

issues. , _ , 

Salameh Ne'matL Jordan cor- 
respondent for the AI Hayat 

.Arabic newspaper since 1989 

said PPD Director General Bilal 


Tal ordered the confiscation of 
around 20 Al Hayat editions 
upon entry into Amman over the 
last three months on grounds 
that he is not a legal correspon- 
dent. 

Jordan correspondent for Al 
Quds Al Arabi, Bassam Badarin, 
a JPA member, said Mr. Tal had 
ordered the seizure of 33 edi- 
tions of the daily and was taking 
legal action against him for his 
perceived anti-Jordanian writ- 
ings. Both newspapers are pub- 
lished in London. 

Mr. Badarin said Mr. Tal 
specifically ordered him not to 
cover the activities of the 
Islamist-led opposition, which 
boycotted the Nov. 4 elections 
to protest government policies 
and remains a vocal critic of 
Jordan's 1994 peace treaty with 


Israel. * 

“Mr. Tal informed me that he 
had filed a lawsuit against me 
for giving Jordan a bad reputa- 
tion abroad and harming its rela- 
tions with fellow Arab coun- 
tries. He also threatened to jail 
me,” Mr. Badarin said. 

However, he said he had not 
received any legal notification 
of the case. 

For his part, Mr. Tal rejected 
claims by both correspondents 
and said he was only ensuring 
that correspondents observed 
the law. 

“The law has to be implement- 
ed. Either we live in a country 
governed by law or we do not," 
Mr. Tal told the Jordan Times. 

“1 did not issue warnings to 
anybody and 1 only confiscated 
a couple of newspaper editions 


for not fulfilling the require- 
ments of the law." 

But both Mr. Badarin and Mr. 
Ne’matt disagreed. 

“Mr. Tal sent two letters to my 
editors asking them to send 
accreditation for a new corre- 
spondent in Amman because I 
am not a member of the JPA, 
and according to the 1995 regu- 
lations, non-JPA members are 
not allowed to practise the pro- 
fession," Mr. Ne'mait told the 
Jordan Times. 

He said he had met with Mr. 
Tal and explained to him thar for 
personal reasons, he opted not 
to join the JPA. Mr. Ne’matt 
insisted no one had the right to 
force him join the association. 

‘The JPA adopts political 
positions which I completely 
disagree with, so why should 1 


join any association that does 
not correspond with my views?" 
he asked. 

“But Mr. Tal told me that if 1 
did not join the association, then 
he would have to implement the 
law either by taking me to court, 
or by taking an administrative 
order and pulling me in jail 
because 1 am practising the pro- 
fession illegally and because my 
writings tarnish Jordan's image 
abroad.” 

He said Mr. Tal should first 
organise local newspapers by 
ensuring that their correspon- 
dents were JPA members before 
focusing on the foreign press. 

*The PPD is pursuing its 
media clampdown by targeting 
foreign correspondents, which 
in turn could be dangerous and 
harmful to all sides," Mr. Ne'- 


matt said. “They ; 
misiake...they are 
dan's reputation 
said. 

”1 do not underst 
approach and why 
alienating us, r 
threats and clam 
should stop issuinj 
categorising journ: 
mies of the counti 
handle the situatioi 
more insight,” Mr. 

Lawyer Asma Kh 
PPD had no right t 
istrative orders to p 
in jail because any 
tions are punishec 
‘‘Mr. Ne’matt or ai 
respondent can ft 
against the PPD 
pens," she told 
Times. 
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Rioting erupts in three 
neighbouring Indonesian cities 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Rioting 
erupted in three Indonesian 
cities Friday sparked by two 
days of violence in the neigh- 
bouring town of Jatiwangi, 
police and residents said. 

Mobs took to the streets of 
Ciasem. Pamanukan and 
Indnunayu. they added, and 
riot police and troops had 
been rushed to the cities on 
the northern coast of Java 
Island. 

More than 1.000 people 
rampaged in Pamanukan for 
more than 10 hours before the 
riot was brought under control 
with the help of military and 
police units rushed from other 
parts of West Java province, 
police Second Sergeant Abdul 
Waham said from the nearby 
city of Subang. 

“I am not authorised to 
inform you of anything else, 
and I have not received reports 
of casualties or damage at this 
point." he added. 


However, other police in 
Subang and the regional cen- 
tre of Indramayu earlier said 
shops and restaurants had 
been gutted by tire. 

In Ciasem. SO kilometres 
east of here, dozens of shops 
were destroyed and 15 cars 
burned. residents said 
Residents of Indramayu said 
shops there had been looted. 
However, police in the city 
reported no incidents of 
unrest 

The rioting took place in 
Pamanukan despite major 
deployments of police and 
troops through the day, added 
a police officer speaking from 
Subang, 30 kilometres south 
of Pamanukan. 

‘The entire troops of the 
Subang police office went out 
to take care of the situation,” 
he added saying the district's 
whole military force had also 
been deployed “Brimob 
enforcements are being sent in 


from Bandung,” he said, refer- 
ring to units of the paramili- 
tary Mobile Brigade based in 
the West Java province capi- 
tal. 

Bandung police chief 
Sergeant Dali Suhendra added 
some 200 Mobile Brigade 
officers had been sent to 
Pamanukan, some 100 kilo- 
metres east of here. 

Residents of Bandung said 
they had not heard of any 
unrest there Friday but securi- 
ty had been increased with 
police roadblocks sealing off 
some streets. 

The violence began in 
Jatiwangi Thursday, when 
mobs damaged some 44 
shops and homes, most 
owned by ethnic Cahinese, 
and set fire to another 15. 
Eighteen people were arrested 
over that rampage. Police said 
hundreds of rioters angered by 
soaring prices continued their 
rampage Friday, attacking and 


burning cars and businesses. 
Five people were arrested for 
looting after they attacked a 
roof-tile factory and set fire to 
six cars parked outside a near- 
by Coca-Cola factory, a police 
officer said by telephone from 
the town, some 160 kilome- 
tres east of Jakarta. 

A car showroom was also 
destroyed when angry labour- 
ers and pedicab drivers 
resumed their rampage Friday 
morning, he added All shops 
in the West Java province 
town were closed Friday in 
what one resident described as 
a “very heated" atmosphere. 

“The situation now has 
calmed down, but after the 
Friday prayers it could happen 
again." police First Seigeant 
Sudinnan said. 

Shop-keepers, mostly eth- 
nic-Chinese. had closed up 
their shops and were probably 
taking shelter with relatives, 
he added 



Bad weather, shortages bog down 
Afghan quake relief efforts 


ROSTAQ. Afghanistan 

(AFP) — Relief efforts in 
quake-hit northern 

Afghanistan were bogged 
down Friday by dwindling 
supplies, shortages of vehi- 
cles and of manpower and 
by dense fog and cold 
weather. 

Aid workers attempted to 
reach nearby villages to dis- 
tribute relief goods to sur- 
vivors but the lack of pass- 
able roads as well as vehi- 
cles hampered efforts to 
reach further isolated areas. 

Less than 20 aid workers 
with about 10 off-road vehi- 
cles have been distributing 
rapidly dwindling relief 
supplies to thousands made 
homeless by a earthquake 
which rocked Takher 
province on Feb. 4. killing 
about 4.500 people. 

The United Nation’s 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) appealed for more 
assistance saying 30.000 
Afghans were in desperate 
need of emergency help, as 
its first aid convoy carrying 
20 tonnes of food reached 
the area. 

An appeal for S2.5 mil- 
lion for the airdrop opera- 
tion was to be launched in 
Geneva later Friday. 

Poor weather has ham- 
pered relief operations as 
the extreme cold threatened 
to claim more lives in 
quake-hit Takher province. 

“Again we are at the 
mercy of the weather and 
our options are limited," 
Alex Saite, coordinator for 
the International 

Committee of the Red 
. Cross (ICRC). told AFP. 

The United Nations and 
the ICRC had hoped to 
begin Friday the air drop of 
1,000 tonnes of supplies 
into Rostaq. 

"We were planning air- 


drops and that cannot hap- 
pen today.” Mr. Saite said, 
adding that they hoped sup- 
plies from ICRC trucks cur- 
rently on the -way would 
arrive soon. 

U.N. officials in 
Islamabad said no relief 
flight could be sent Friday 
because of bad weather. 

“We desperately need air- 
craft” for the massive oper- 
ation to parachute urgently 
needed relief materials to 
remote inaccessible moun- 
tain hamlets, a U.N. official 
said in the Pakistan capital. 

Red Cross Federation 
spokesman Jaile 

Thorgersen said here that 
airdrops would s till be con- 
sidered in the next few 
days. 

“The appalling weather - 
and the Low visibility make 
an air drop impossible but it 
will still be an option for 
the next few days if the 
weather improves,” Mr. 
Thorgersen said. * 

“For now we have to 
make do with the tiny sup- 
plies we have." he added. 

A truck convoy from the 
United Nations and the 
British aid group MERLIN 
arrived late Thursday from 
neighbouring Badakhshan 
province in far northeastern 
Afghanistan, carrying 
wheat, biscuits, medical 
supplies and blankets. 

The WFP has around 

15.000 tonnes of food avail- 
able in Tajikistan and 
Afghanistan for the quake 
victims, and three truck 
convoy reached Rostaq 
Thursday. 

A second convoy with 

50.000 tonnes of food from 
Faizabad in northeastern 
Badakhshan province was 
expected in Rostaq 
Saturday, WFP officials 
said in Islamabad. 


One U.N. truck arrived 
with shelter materials but a 
truck carrying coal fr om th e 
French aid agency ACTED 
expected Friday morning 
. had not yet reached Rostaq. 

Snow which fell 
Wednesday and melted 
Thursday turning roads into 
a quagmire, burying them 
under about 60 centimetres 
of mud. 

Emergency teams on the 
ground said their greatest 
concerns were the cold, the 
threat from communicable 
disease and dwindling food 
supplies, warning that more 
people could die. 

“I’ve received reports that 
..in the last two days there 
have been 26 deaths from 
cold-related causes," said 
"Drew Gilmour of the 
British aid group MERLIN 
in Rostaq. 

Fears also remain about 
conditions in outlying vil- 
lages hit by the quake, most 
of which have not yet been 
reached by aid workers and 
have received no assistance. 

Only eight out of 27 vil- 
lages have been visited and 
assessed while conditions 
in the rest of quake-hir 
areas remain unknown. 
Hundreds of displaced peo- 
ple on donkeys carrying 
meagre possessions contin- 
ued to stream into Rostaq. 
the nearest town from, the 
epicentre of the quake 
which measured 5.6 on the 
Richter scale. 

At least 6,000 refugees 
have trekked from their 
devastated villages to 
Rostaq, and are being 
housed in schools and mili- 
tary garrisons. Many of the 
buildings have no windows, 
and the refugees are strug- 
gling to keep warm, aid 
workers said. 


Farrakhan calls 
for Islamic 
unity in Jakarta 


Artefacts 
unearthed 
at ancient 
Greek 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Nation of Islam leader 
Louis Farrakan Friday 
called for unity between 
Indonesian Muslims and 
his followers, while a row’ 
raged over his impending 
visit to Australia. 

“I am proud to be in 
Indonesia. the largest 
Muslim nation in the 
world." he told reporters 
after meeting local Islamic 
leaders in Jakarta. 

“I appeal to the Muslim 
‘ummaf (followers) — we 
must unite as Allah said in 
the Koran.” 

The American minister 
said his visit to Indonesia 
on the tail-end of. a world 
tour was his own initiative, 
adding he sympathised with 
the country's current eco- 
nomic turmoil and believed 
it would “come through this 
trial.” 

With riots occurring m 


several areas of the country 
over soaring prices and 
shortages of basic goods, 
Mr. Farrakhan urged 
Indonesian Muslims to 
demonstrate the restraint 
they had shown by fasting 
dawn to dusk during the 
Isl ami c month of Ramadan. 

Mr. Farrakhan arrived 
here on a private jet from 
Manila Thursday with a 
party of 2 1 and is scheduled 
to depart for Australia 
Saturday. 

Criticism of his 
Australian visit intensified 
Friday as the country pre- 
pared for his arrival. 

Mr. Farrakhan, who has 
often drawn criticism for 
his fiery oratory peppered 
with anti-Semitic refer- 
ences and digs at the white 
race, was issued a six-day 
visa by Australia this week 
after pledging not to incite 
racial hatred. 


brothel 

ATHENS (R) ■— Greek 
archaeologists appear to have 
found evidence that prostitu- 
tion is truly among the 
world's oldest professions, 
unearthing what they believe 
is a 2,000 year-old brothel in 
the northern city of Salonika. 

Among the artefacts found 
so far are a clay phallus with 
a moveable section and a 
glass jar depicting Aphrodite, 
the ancient Greek goddess of 
love, the daily Athens News 
reported Friday. 

The building, dating to 
early Roman times, appears 
to have been a tavern linked 
to a bath complex with 25 
separate pools arranged in a 
circle around water-heating 
facilities, the newspaper said. 

A similar building has been 
uncovered in Turkey. 



International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia 
chief prosecutor Louise Arbour gestures during a news 
conference in Belgrade. Yugoslavia has refused to hand 
over three former Yugoslav army officers indicted for 
war crimes in the Croatian town of Vukovar in the 
autumn of 1991 saying its constitution barred extradi- 
tion to foreign countries (Reuter photo) 

Arbour praises 
Montenegrin prosecutor, 
calls for more cooperation 


PODGORICA Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — Chief UN. war 
crimes prosecutor Louise 
Arbour praised Montenegro 
for its cooperation with die 
Hague tribunal Thursday, but 
called for the immediate sur- 
render of suspects for trial. 

“I welcome die openness of 
the state prosecutor (Vladimir 
Susovic) here and his willing- 
ness to cooperate fully with 
my office." Ms. Arbour, chief 
prosecutor of the International 
Criminal Tribunal for former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY), told 
reporters here. 

Mr. Susovic offered “exten- 
sive information on the pre- 
sent situation of national pros- 
ecution” regarding war crimes 
issues in Montenegro, Ms. 
Arbour sail 

“The international commu- 
nity is very interested not only 
to support the ICTY but also 
to encourage fair national 
prosecution regarding war 
crimes issues.” she added 

She praised the "‘wide 
exchange of mutual interests* 
matters" between her team 
and the Montenegrin state 
prosecutor. 

However. Ms. Arbour said 
that she “urged the govern- 
ment officials to support my 
efforts to solve immediate 
troubles connected with the 
transfer of those indicted to the 
Hague Tribunal." 

Officials of Federal 
Yugoslavia. which now 
groups Serbia and 
Montenegro, say that the 
country's constitution bars it 
from extraditing suspects for 
trial before die ICTY. 

But Ms. Arbour said that the 
ICTY “has supremacy over 
the national courts for crimes 
in its jurisdiction." 

The pro- Western 


Montenegrin leadership, 
headed by reformist President 
Milo Djukanovic, backs full 
cooperation with international 
justice and prosecutor Susovic 
visited the ICTY last May. 

Montenegro confirmed "the 
need for flxL cooperation with 
the tribunal.” a government 
statement said after a meeting 
between Ms. Arbour and 
Prime Minister Filip 
Vujanovic. 

"The most serious difficulty 
that I have in this country, in 
fully executing the mandate 
that was given ro me. is the 
issue of surrender and transfer 
of those indicted, who are 
believed to reside on the terri- 
tory of Yugoslavia,” Ms. 
Arbour said. 

She added that, according to 
her information, ‘none of 
these indicted lives in 
Montenegro, bur fulfilling the 
obligation of Yugoslavia is in 
the inrerests of ail people” in 
the country. 

Three former ' Yugoslav 
army officers were indicted in 
November 1995 over alleged 
offences in Croatia in 1991 at 
the start of the war in the for- 
mer Yugoslav republics. They 
are believed to be resident in 
Yugoslavia. 

Earlier this week in 
Belgrade. Ms. Arbour sug- 
gested the Yugoslav govern- 
ment should change any laws 
that bar it from extraditing sus- 
pects for trial at the ICTY. 

Belgrade is signatory to the 
1995 Dayton Peace accords 
under which it agreed to him 
in war crimes suspects. 

Both Croatia and Bosnia's 
Muslim-Craat Federation 
have cooperated with the tri- 
bunal, surrendering some sus- 
pects. Yugoslavia is consid- 
ered the most iccalritranL 


Aide denies past affair with 
Clinton, calls reports flat lies 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Pentagon's protocol 
chief denied Thursday she 
had an intimate or improper 
relationship with President 
Bill Clinton, calling news 
reports to the contrary “fiat 
lies." 

Robyn Dickey's denial 
followed a report in The 
Daily Telegraph of London 
that she was abruptly trans- 
ferred from the White 
House after being named as 
a former Mr. Clinton's lover 
in a court deposition. 

“I have never had an inti- 
mate or inappropriate rela- 
tionship with Bill Clinton," 
she said. “News stories stat- 
ins that I had such a rela- 
tionship are flat lies ” 

“Had any reporter called 
me prior to publication. I 
would have told him that 
this rumour is recklessly 
false and malicious.” she 
said in a statement. 

Pentagon spokesman 
Kenneth Bacon took the 
unusual step of issuing a 
statement cautioning news 
organisations to “be very 
careful about picking up 
and reprinting potentially 
libellous reports from a 
London tabloid or the 
Internet.” 

The report outraged the 
White House, which 
warned reporters against 
chasing “a story that is very 
ciearlv way out of bounds " 
and said the dates of Ms. 
Dickey's employment 

changes refuted the charges. 

The Daily Telegraph said 
Ms. Dickey, the former 
White House director of 


special projects. was 
appointed to the Pentagon 
post last November, days 
after she was mentioned in a 
deposition in the Paula 
Jones sexual harassment 
lawsuit against Mr. Clinton. 

The newspaper quoted 
sources familiar with the 
case as saying former 
Arkansas state trooper, 
Douglas Brown, testified to 
Mrs." Jones's lawyers on 
Nov. 13, 1997, that Mr. 
Clinton had a sexual rela- 
tionship with Ms. Dickey 
during the 1980s. 

The White House said Ms. 
Dickey actually accepted 
the Pentagon post on Oct. 9. 
welt before the deposition. 

• Mr. Bacon said she was 
first interviewed for the pro- 
tocol job Aug. 7 and that the 
decision to hire her was 
“made months before the 
deposition cited m the false 
and ludicrous article." 

“Secretary Cohen's office 
received no pressure of any 
kind to hire Robyn,” Mr. 
Bacon said. “In fact, we 
pursued her after rejecting 
two other White House can- 
didates.” 

The Telegraph said Mr. 
Clinton’s lawyer. Robert 
Bennett, was present at Mr. 
Brown's deposition and 
four days later Ms. Dickey 
was transferred to the 
Pentagon, the newspaper 
said. 

Mr. Brown has previously 
told the American Spectator 
magazine that he had 
solicited more than 100 
women for Mr. Clinton 
when the latter was gover- 


nor of Arkansas, with mixed 
success. 

Ms. Dickey, a 5 0-_y ear-old 
divorcee, was previously 
administrator of Mr. 
Clinton’s mansion in Little 
Rock in the mid-1980s,' 
handled finance for his 
presidential campaign in 
1992, and went 'to 
Washington after his inau- 
guration, the report said 

The Brown deposition 
was taken by attorneys for 
Paula Jones who accuses 
Mr. Clinton of sexually 
harassing her when be was 
Arkansas governor and she 
a state employee in 1991. 

The snowballing scandal 
over former White House 
intern Monica Lewinsky 
also emerged from a deposi- 
tion to the Jones case, as 
have a number of reports on 
Mr. Clinton's sex life that 
his aides are scrambling to 
control. 

Thursday’s . Telegraph 
story drew an unusual out- 
burst from Mr. Clinton 
spokesman Michael 

McCurry. who initially 
refused to comment on die 
report. 

“Any legitimate journalist 
can take about 10 minutes 
and satisfy themselves that 
this is not a story worth pur- 
suing." he said describing 
the author Ambrose Evans 
Pritchard as a “fiction 
writer.” 

Prirchard has written on a 
number of conspiracy theo- 
ries on topics such as the 
suicide of former Clinton 
aide Vince Foster. 


Little galaxy crashing 
into ours, astronomers say 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — A 
surprisingly sturdy little 
galaxy is barging right into 
the earth’s own Milky Way 
but it will probably be 
sucked in rather than cause 
any damage, astronomers 
said Friday.' 

The little galaxy, known as 
the Sagittarius Dwarf 
Spheroidal galaxy, could 
help astronomers figure out 
the secret of “dark matter," 
which measurements show 
must make up about 90 per 
cent of the universe but 
which cannot be seen. 

“It’s close enough that you 
can study individual stars in 
it the same way thai you 
study stars in our galaxy.” 
Rosemary Wyse. an astro- 
physicist at Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore, said 
in a statement released ahead 
of her lecture at the 
American Association for 
the Advancement of Science 
annual meeting in 
Philadelphia. 

The dwarf galaxy is one- 
tenth of the diameter of the 
Milky Way but weighs much 
less — about one one-thou- 
sandth. Nine such dwarf 
companion galaxies have 
been found. 

“The other galaxies are far 
enough away that you don’t 


really think of them as 
invading your space,” Ms. 
Wyse said. “You can more or 
less ignore them. But 
Sagittarius has come right 
in. 

Ms. Wyse worked with a 
team of astronomers includ- 
ing Rodrigo Ibata from the 
European Southern 

Observatory in Chile, and 
Mike Irwin at the Royal 
Greenwich Observatory and 
Gerard Gilmore of the 
Institute of Astronomy in 
Britain. These three original- 
ly saw the Sagittarius Dwarf 
galaxy in 1994. 

It was found by chance — 
there are so many stars out 
there that it is sometimes 
hard to see ones like those in 
the Sagittarius Dwarf which, 
for instance, can be barely 
discerned through one of the 
thickest parts of the Milky 
Way. “Unless you know it’s 
there you can’t find it,” Ms. 
Wyse said. 

But Ms. Wyse and the oth- 
ers have made new observa- 
tions that show the galaxy 
must orbit our Milky Way 
every billion years. Gravity 
from the much larger and 
massive Milky Way should 
have started pulling it apart 
but has noL 

Ms. Wyse said this is due 


to dark matter — mail er that 
cannot be seen by conven- 
tional means but which 
makes its presence known 
by it effects on gravity, and 
on galaxies " like the 
Sagittarius Dwarf. 

“It's just got a lot of dark 
matter, so it's able toholdon- 
to its stars.” Ms. Wyse said. 

Astronomers think much 
of the Milky Way was made 
by pulling in other, smaller 
galaxies. There is both a 
kind of halo around the 
Milky Way,' and a bulge in 
the middle. 

Ms. Wyse said her mea- 
surements indicated that 
only about 10 per cent of the 
stars in the halo came from 
galaxies such as Sagittarius, 
but she would like to know 
more. 

Having this dwarf galaxy 
nearby might let 
astronomers have a. close-up 
peek at what dark matter 
looks like. 

Dark matter is key to the 
future of the universe. How 
much matter there is wdJ 
determine if the big hang 
that started it all will hod m a 
big crunch, or a never-end- 
ing expansion. Until; Men- ; v 
tists find away to measure 
dark matter, they : will' pot 
know for sure. 
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Sinn Fein 

S 

plight be 
$hut out 
from talks 


[BELFAST (R) — Sinn Fein, 
ilhe political wing of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA», faced 

^possible cxpuLsion frum 
'Northern Ireland peace talks 
Friday after police said the IRA 
was involved in two murders in 
fihe province this week. 

Sinn Fan Chairman Mitchei 
McLaughlin said the organisa- 
tion would vigorously resist 
exclusion from the multi-party 
peace talks, and warned such a 
move could irreparably dam- 
age the peace process. 

’’■They (the talks) cannot suc- 
ceed without Sinn Fein," he 
said on Sky television. 

Under die terms of peace 
talks, which involve the Briti.sh 
and Irish governments and 
eight ProteslaM and Catholic- 
parties, any party which has a 
\ guerrilla wing actively encaged 
| in violence can be expelled. 

The IRA claims it is still 
operating the ceasefire it pro- 
claimed lust July in its war 
against British rule in Northern 
Ireland. 

But Mo Mowlam. Britain’s 
minister for the province, said 
in u statement that the region’*, 
police chief. Ronnie Flanagan, 
had (old her he thought the IRA 
was linked to the murders of 
Brendan Campbell and Robert 
Dougan who were shot dead in 
Belfast Monday and Tuesday. 

•■The chief constable 
(Flanagan) has given me a full 
briefing on the murders of Mr. 
Campbell and Mr. Dougan. 
along with his assessment that 
the IRA were involved in these 
murders," Ms. Mowlam said. 

‘This will now have to be 
considered very carefully with 
the Irish government and the 
other parties in accordance with 
the proper procedures." she 
added 

"The integrity of the talks 
process and the commitment to 
exclusively peaceful means are 
paramount and all panics must 
he treated fairly and equally", 
Ms. Mow lam said 
More violence was reported 
in the province Friday. Police 
said a 19-year-old man had 
been brought to hospital with 
aim and leg wounds he suf- 
fered in a paramilitary-style 
shooting Thursday night, but 
gave no further details. 

Campbell, one of the two 
murder victims this week, was 
a suspected drug dealer shot on 
u busy street late Monday. 
Dougan was a well-known 
“Loyalist" supporter of contin- 
ued British rule. 

He was shot in his parked car 
Tuesday. 

The IRA, in an apparent bid 
to rebut claims by pro-British 
Protestant groups in the 
province who had publicly 
blamed it for the two murders, 
issued a siaremeni in Dublin 
Thursday saving its truce was 
still intact. 

Sinn Fein Chairman 
McLaughlin Frida) 1 told the 
BBC Friday: “l wouldn't jump 
to conclusions about Sinn Fein 
being ejected from the talks" 
when they resume Monday in 
BelfasL 

“We will not accept a suspen- 
sion," Mr. McLaughlin said. 
“We will vigorously defend our 
right to be there." 

“(If Sinn Fein were excluded) 
we would argue that the integri- 
ty of the peace process will 
have been damaged, and 
maybe irreparably damaged," 
Mr. McLaughlin said. 

Protestant "Unionist” politi- 
cians have clamoured for Sum 
firin to h: thrown out of the 
peace talks, just as the pro- 
British Ulster Democratic Fhrty 
(UDP) was excluded last 
month after its paramilitary arm 
admitted killing three 
Catholics. 

However, British officials 
said this week that the UDP 
would be admitted to the talks 
again before the end of this 
month. David Adams, a UDP 
negotiator, said he expected this 
lo happen within days. 

He also said he expected Sinn 
Fein to be expelled from the 
talks. "We take no delight 
whatsoever in anyone else find- 
ing themselves in the position 
that we were in." Mr. Adams 
said. 

“It's in no one’s interest for 
any party to be driven away 
fitim this process," he said- 
“But we can’t have a situation 
either where negotiations seem 
to operate on double stan- 
dards," 
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Australia s prime minister John Howard (centre) sits between Monarchists Kerry 

Jooes {left) and Lloyd Waddy at the constitutional convention in Canberra (Reuters 
photo) 

All not roses for potential Kohl 
challenger Gerhard Schroeder 


OSNABRUECK, Germany 
(AFP i — Gerhard Schroeder, 
the man poll*, describe as the 
most popular politician in 
Germans, was having diffi- 
culty whipping up the crowd 
at a Social Democrat (SPDi 
rally tiiis week in the north- 
ern town of Osnabrueck. 

The some 1 ,GGu party 
faithful, almost all union offi- 
cials, weren't quite sure what 
to make of Mr. Schroeder' \s 
centrist message, as when he 
drove home the point: “It is 
KXJ times better to finance 
work (that creates jobs) 
rather than (pay) unemploy- 
ment benefits.”’ 

Mr. Schroeder, 53. an ele- 
gant figure with his left hand 
in his pocket and his right 
chopping the air like a 
Kennedy, won a standing 
ovation at the end of his 
speech, in a campaign for the 
Lower Saxony stare parlia- 
ment that has become almost 
a referendum on Mr. 
Schroeder as a possible SPD 
candidate. 

Oliver S chuff. a 29-year- 
old in die audience, 
explained that while the 
crowd would rather have 
been listening to SPD nation- 
al chief Oskar Lalbntainc, a 
traditional leftist who thinks 
companies should think 
about worker welfare before 
making business decisions, 
they realised that Mr. 
Schroeder is the "one who 
can do better in elections” for 
them. 

Mr. Schroeder feels he will 
win his bet of doing well 
enough in Lower Saxony 
elections March I to prove 
his popularity and thus 
become unstoppable for get- 
ting the SPD nomination to 
run against conservative 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl in 
general elections 
September. 


in 


But the lack of enthusiasm 
in Osnabrueck reflected a 
divi.Miii! in the SPD that 
could leave Mr. luitontaine 
with the nomination, espe- 
cially it Mr. Schroeder fails 
to improve on his score of 
4-1.3 per cent in the last stale 
parliament elections in 1994. 

The Sudden! sche Zeilung 
newspaper reported 

Thursday on an internal SPD 
memo that said clearly that 
Mr. Laibntaine should he the 
candidate, regardless of the 
result in Lower Saxony. 'Hie 
paper by SPD environmen- 
talist Michael Muller 
attacked Mr. Schroeder’s 
centrist message and his 
"personalising the election 
and changing (positions) to 
win votes.” 

Mr. Lafontaine was sound- 
ly beaten by Mr. Kohl in leg- 
islative elections in 1990 but 
his classic socialist message, 
stressing help for the unem- 
ployed. has wider support 
within the party than Mr. 
Schroeder’s pro-business 

platform, especially since 
unemployment is running at 
record levels in Germany. 

Meanwhile, Mr. 

Schroeder’s main challenger 
in Lower Saxony. Christian 
Wulff. 38. of Mr. Kohl’s 
Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU ), may not be as easy to 
defeat as in 1994, when the 
CDU took only 36.4 per cent 
of the vote for the state par- 
liament. 

Mr. Wulff was young then, 
only 34, and has since "done 
pretty well as CDU chief’ for 
Lower Saxony, said Mathias 
Koch, political ediror of the 
Hannover Allgeineine news- 
paper. 

Mr. Kohl, 67. is making 10 
campaign appearances in 
four weeks to help Mr. Wulff 
and kicked off the CDU cam- 
paign Jan. 24 in Hanover by 


saying (he stale vote would 
he crucial in Germans choos- 
ing how they will live in the 
2 1st century. 

Mr. Kohl's austere politick- 
ing was a slurp contrast to 
Mr. Schrocdcr’x who hud 
opened his campaign a week 
earlier to a crowd of some 
10,000 gathered in three con- 
necting tents in Hanover, 
with a circus motif built 
around the themes of tech- 
nology and modernity which 
Mr. Schroeder champions. 

Mr. Wulff insisted in a talk 
with reporters Wednesday 
that he has a message to 
defuse the Schroeder charm. 

"Lower Saxony had suc- 
cess in the first years of 
reunification (of Germany in 
1990) but now things have 
gone bad." he said pointing 
to 14 percent unemployment 
in the state, far above the 
average of some nine per 
cent in the rest of western 
Germany. 

Mr. Wul ft’ attacked what he 
called the "egotistical” use 
Mr. Schroeder is making of 
the campaign. Mr. Schroeder 
has said dial if he scores 
within two percentage points 
of the SPD results of 1994 in 
the state, then he will have 
proved his worth and should 
be automatically given the 
SPD nomination for chancel- 
lor. 

Mr. Wulff may be doomed 
however since the CDU 
allies, the Free Democrats, 
are unlikely to get the five 
per cent of the vote needed to 
win representation in the 
state parliament. 

Mr. Koch said Mr. 
Schroeder’s power is that he 
is able to "reach out to con- 
servative voters as well as the 
SPD. Mr. Lafontaine can’t do 
that. The unions back Mr. 
Schroeder because there is 
no alternative (on the left).’’ 


French police examine Fiat 
Uno in Diana crash probe 


PARIS (R) — French 

police said Friday the)' are 
examining a damaged 
while Fiat Uno which could 
be linked to the Paris crash 
that killed Britain's 
Princess Diana. 

Lawyers for Harrods 
Department Store owner 
Mohamad Fayed hud asked 
investigating Judge Herve 
Stephan to examine a car 
the) found at a Paris 
aarage. a police official 
said. 

"We are in the process of 
looking at it. We do not yet 
have a result." (he official 
told Reuters. 

He said police knew who 
the car belonged to but 
declined to give further 
details. 

Lawyer Georges 

Kiejman, who represents 
the Fayed family in connec- 
tion with the French crash 
investigation, was unavail- 
able for comment, an assis- 
tant at his Paris law offices 
said. 

French investigators have 

been looking for months for 
a mysterious white Fiat 
Uno they believe is linked 
to Diana's fatal Aug. 3 1 car 
crash in Paris. They have 
checked out thousands ol 


the cars in the Paris area. 

Tile investigators believe 
that the Mercedes in which 
she was killed along with 
companion Dudi Fayed — 
Mohamad Fayed’s son — 
and driver Henri Paul, 
grazed the Fiat just before 
crushing at high speed into 
the concrete pillar of a Paris 
road tunnel. 

Witnesses reported seeing 
a white car zigzagging out 
of the tunnel at the time of 
the late night crash, and bits 
of paint and shards of glass 
found at the accident scene 
have been identified as 
probably coming from a 
Fiat Uno. The daily 
Telegraph said in London 
that lawyers hired by die 
wealthy Fayed had traced 
the Fiat to a garage near the 
French capital. They said 
the wing of the car had been 
repainted. 

Police want to question 
the owner to determine 
what role if any it played in 
the fatal crash. 

It may simply have been 
in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. 

But the owner’s identity 
could prove important if it 
turned out to be a paparazzi 
photographer. 


‘Don ’t get 
married , 
you ’ll have 
less sex ‘ 


DUBLIN (R) — On the eve 
of St. Valentine's day, think 
twice before you take to one 
knee and ask for the hand of 
your beloved — marriage 
means less sex. 

A survey by condom mak- 
ers Durex found manied 
couples hud sex on average 
40 times less per year than 
couples who lived together, 
Irish daily the Examiner 
reported Friday. 

The survey also found 
that exchanging wedding 
vows would knock a whole 
nine minutes off the average 
time spent making love. 
Manied couples geL it over 
and done with in 16 minutes 
flat while cuhahiting cou- 
ples spent 25 minutes in the 
act. 

Married couples still 
found (he energy to make 
love 135 times a year on 
average. "Only 23 per cent 
said they would like to have 
more sex, while 39 percent 
of those cohabiting com- 
plained they were still not 
getting enough," the survey 
said. 


Roars of approval for 
an Australian republic 


CANBERRA (AFPi — A 
vote in support of on 
Australian republic met 
with roars of approval from 
a packed public gallery at 
Old Parliament House 
Friday, as more than a mil- 
lion television viewers 
tuned in to watch the his- 
toric moment. 

Thousands of enthusiasts 
queued for hours for a brief 
glimpse of the antics on the 
floor of the liny chamber 
where delegates have spent 
the past two weeks charting 
Australia’s future. 

But outside the nation’s 
capital, public response to 
the sometimes riotous pro- 
ceedings at the constitu- 
tional convention was 
more muted. 

“Why waste Australian 
dollars 40 million (S27 mil- 
lion). Do away with the 
governor general and call 
the prime minister presi- 
dent, or is this too simple,” 
a letter to Sydney’s Daily 
Telegraph said Friday. 

"Why do politicians treat 
us as children? Give us a 
say.” said another, after a 
vote where the convention 
hacked the election of a 
president by a majority 
vote in parliament. 

However, those who 
waited hours for a 15- 
minute spell in the public 
gallery were more enthusi- 
astic about the 89-52 vote 
in favour of cutting ties 
with the British monarchy. 

“This is history in the 
making.” 71 -year-old Joan 
Kersey said. ‘This is about 
going into the next century 


a proud and new indepen- 
dent nation- We have to 
break away once and for all 
from our colonial past.” 

Australia's national 
broadcaster has screened 
the debate live for four 
hours a day. with exhaus- 
tive analysis in its evening 
news and current affairs 
programmes. 

Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation spokeswoman 


Pam Hose told AFP that in 
this nation of IS million, a 
million people a day had 
tuned in to watch the cov- 
erage. with many more 
expected during the crucial 
final sessions. 

They were entertained by 
a generally informal debate 
which was at turns rowdy, 
abusive and hilarious. 

Among the 1 52 delegates 
were former prime minis- 


Australian to face 
referendum on republic 

CANBERRA (ARP) — Prime Minister John Howard indi- 
cated Friday that be will call a referendum to decide if) 
Australia should become a republic after a constitutional 
convention overwhelmingly backed a blueprint for one. 

Delegates voted by 73 to 57 in favour of a plan that 
would see a president elected by parliament after wide- 1 
spread community consultation, and voted against contin- 
uing links to the British throne. 

Another 22 republicans who had supported the direct 
election of a future president abstained while 10 others did 
not vote at all. 

Although support for the blueprint fell four votes short ofj 
an absolute majority of the delegates Mr. Howard said it 
was enough. Delegates had earlier voted by 89 to 52 for a 
republic in principle. 

Mr. Howard, a monarchist, bad last week promised to 
[call a referendum if clear majority support emerged for a 
panicular model. 

He told the delegates the only commonsense interpreta- 
tion of the outcome was that a majority — 89 out of 152 
— had voted for a republic, and that amongst the republi- 
can models, the one with 73 votes was clearly preferred. 

"Now when you bind those two together it would be a 
travesty in common sense terms for Australian democracy 
for that proposition not to be put to the Australian people.” 
Mr. Howard also asked that the final vote of the 1 0-day 
constitutional convention, on a resolution recommending 
that he call a referendum, be held as quickly as possible. 
But he made clear what his decision would be. 


lets, entertainers, celebri- 
ties and a contingent of 
perennial mavericks such 
as monarchist Bruce 
Ruxton, who once called 
for pioneering republicans 
to be tried for treason. 

The Adelaide Advertiser 
said in its Friday editorial 
that the convention had 
been a curious lesson in 
democracy. 

"For the past (two weeks) 
we have had this expensive 
circus, with clowns, like all 
circuses, resulting in bring- 
ing closer the only voice 
that matters — the absolute 
verdict of the people,” it 
said. Debate was dominat- 
ed by in-fighting between 
republicans who eventually 
thrashed out a compromise 
model which the delegates 
approved Thursday. 

Bystanders likened the 
proceedings to a blood- 
sport between republicans, 
with the monarchists 
cheering on. "When you 
put two republican dogs in 
a room you come out with 
a mongrel,” said monar- 
chist delegate Sophie 
Panopoulos on the hybrid 
model. 

Newspaper editorials 
were more positive about 
the outcome, with the 
Sydney Morning Herald 
saying it was cumbersome 
but not unworkable. 

"The fact that a broad 
coalition... have come 
together behind the unity 
model augurs well for its 
chances of winniog enough 
popular support to pass at a 
referendum.” it said. 


India heads for polls, Hindu 
nationalists seen leading 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India, the world’s largest 
democracy, gets set to go to 
the polls from next week as 
calls gathered pace Friday 
for a joint effort to stop 
Hindu nationalists from 
coming to power. 

The nationalists, accused 
of being sectarian by their 
rivals, are tipped to top the 
staggered polls but fall short 
of a majority. 

That has sparked specula- 
tion that the Congress party, 
rejuvenated by a campaign 
by Sonia Gandhi, widow of 
assassinated former Premier 
Rajiv Gandhi, could revive 
its alliance with the outgo- 
ing coalition government 
and thwart the nationalists. 

Around 600 million voters 
are eligible to vote during 
the four-phased balloting on 
Feb. 16. 22, 28 and March 
7. 

The results are expected 
to emerge in the first week 
of March. 

An opinion poll published 
Friday in The Times of 
India newspaper, duplicat- 
ing earlier surveys, said it 
was “clear that the country 
is headed for another hung 
parliament.” 

The poll forecast that the 
right-wing Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP, Indian People’s 
Party) and its allies, while 
making major gains, would 
fall short of a majority by 
more than 20 seats, winning 
around 249 of the 545 
Lower-House seats. 

That would leave the way- 
open for Sonia Gandhi’s 
Congress and the outgoing 
multi-party United Front 
minority coalition, who 
both see Lhe nationalists as a 
threat to India’s secular con- 
stitution, to launch a new 



Lai Krishan Advanl, president of the right-wing Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party gestures during a 
news conference in New Delhi (Reuters photo) 


partnership. 

An uneasy 18-month 
alliance between the two 
collapsed in November. 

The United Front’s 
Socialist Party Friday sug- 
gested a new anti-BJP 
alliance could emerge if 
voting produces a hung par- 
liament. 

A party spokesman said: 
“In order to defeat the BJP. 
we can seek or extend sup- 
port to the Congress. The 
Congress is one thousand 
times better than BJP.” 

The BJP, which plans to 


build nuclear weapons and 
impose limits on foreign 
investments, and around a 
dozen allies say they are 
still confident of winning a 
majority and forming their 
first stable government. 

They warn a hung parlia- 
ment will lead to further 
instability in a country 
about to elect its fifth gov- 
ernment within two years. 

But those hopes were 
dealt a blow when the chief 
priest of India’s largest 
mosque Friday appealed to 
Muslims to vote against the 


Hindu nationalists. 

Abdullah Bukhari, while 
attacking all the main par- 
ties for their treatment of 
the country’s 125 million 
Muslims, argued people 
should support "a govern- 
ment which may hold firm- 
ly the democratic system 
and secular values.” 

The nationalists have been 
making a concerted effort to 
woo Muslims, India's 
largest minority who make 
up around 1 3 per cent of the 
population, for the first 
time. 

Their slogan of "one 
nation, one people, one cul- 
ture”, however, has sown 
fear of discrimination 
among other religious and 
ethnic communities. 

The Congress, India’s old- 
est party, had looked sure of 
a heavy defeat in the polls 
until it persuaded Italian- 
born Sonia Gandhi last 
month to act as its campaign 
figurehead. 

Despite her political inex- 
perience and her decision 
not to stand as a candidate, 
she has drawn mammoth 
crowds and revived party 
morale. She was due to 
address a mass rally in the 
capital later Friday. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
police and paramilitary per- 
sonnel will be deployed 
across India’s 900,000 
polling stations during the 
next four weeks. 

The election commis- 
sion’s hopes of trouble-free 
elections, however, have 
been shaken in recent days 
by around 25 election-relat- 
ed killings in Kashmir and 
India's north-east, both 
plagued by armed separatist 
rebellions. 


U.N. concerned over civilian hardships in Sierra Leone 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
United Nations said it is 
alarmed over civilian casu- 
alties of the conflict in 
Sierra Leune and has called 
on all parties involved to 
help humanitarian groups 
reach stranded people. 

“I am increasingly 
alarmed by the humanitari- 
an crisis in Sierra Leone 
which has intensified in 
recent days,” said U.N. 
Under-Secretary-- General 
for Humanitarian Affairs 
and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator Sergio Vieira 


de MeJlo. 

"The conflict has led to an 
increasing number of civil- 
ian casualties and growing 
population displacement.” 
he said in a statement issued 
late Thursday. 

He also expressed deep 
concern for welfare of civil- 
ian and humanitarian work- 
ers. particularly in 
Freetown. Mr. Vieira de 
Mello reiterated U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan’s call for all those 
involved in the fighting to 
"ensure the safety of* all 


civilians, to facilitate access 
by humanitarian organisa- 
tions throughout the country 
and to guarantee the securi- 
ty of their personnel.” 

Mr. Vieira de Mello said 
U.N. agencies, non-govern- 
mental organisations and 
international groups were 
“ready to respond to meet 
the needs of all affected 
populations.” 

The Nigerian troops said 
Thursday they ousted Siena 
Leone's nine-month-old 
military junta after seizing 
control of the capital 


Freetown at the end of a 
week of heavy fighting. 

It is estimated that more 
that) half a million people 
trapped in Freetown were 
running out of food and 
medicine. 

No reliable casualty fig- 
ures were available for the 
dashes, which broke out a 
week ago when both sides 
in the conflict accused the 
other of provocation. But at 
least 100 people are known 
to have been killed, includ- 
ing 50 who drowned while 
trying to flee. 
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Signpost for difficult times 

THE IMMEDIATE result of the authorities 1 ' 
decision to break up yesterday's demonstration 
at A1 Husseini Mosque is that Amman was not 
going to be the first Arab capital to witness a 
rally in support of the Iraqi regime. The mes- 
sage is dear: Jordan is not ready for an experi- 
ence similar to that of 1990-1991 when public 
support, expressed in so many demonstrations 
and rallies at the time, only backfired against 
ourselves and Iraq. 

If the government was certain that yesterday's 
rally would only express support for and sym- 
pathy with the Iraqi people, it might have 
asked directly for the objective to be attained 
through other means or even given the organis- 
ers the go-ahead. But all probabilities were that 
the demonstration would have turned into a 
show of backing for Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. If that happened, the authorities prob- 
ably thought the purpose would have been not 
only self-defeating, but tbe cause of tbe country 
as a whole will have also been ill-served. 

The Iraqi regime, in its standoff with the 
Americans and members of the U.N. Security 
Council, is betting mainly on popular support in 
the Arab Worid. While backing for that regime 
has eroded over die past seven years, sympathy 
with the people of Iraq has remained steady if it 
has not actually increased. Unfortunately the 
leaders of the opposition chose, maybe deliber- 
ately, to mix the two. By triggering a popular 
movement in support of a confused cause, they 
could play in the hands of the wrong people as 
well. That would be in the disinterest of Jordan, 
which cannot afford to displease the world com- 
munity, the Arabs and the Iraqi people them- 
selves. 

We understand that the opposition, and most 
of the Arab masses, are most unhappy, indeed 
angry, with the UJS.’ double standards in deal- 
ing with various issues in the Middle East and 
the Gulf and with attempts to weaken the Arab 
Nation. Bat support for policies of the Iraqi 
regime cannot be our saviour. To begin with, it 
is not the right thing to challenge anyone, let 
alone a superpower with major allies, with a 
fragmented and weak nation, particularly over 
such an issue as providing access to U.N. inspec- 
tion teams. 

We are strongly for the right of people to 
express themselves in an orderly and peaceful 
way. And we strongly oppose the use of force to 
deny them that right Yet we recognise that tem- 
pers are high and irrationalitv wiU not serve our 
causes. 

In any and all cases, a formula could and 
should be found to satisfy both the people's 
wish to express themselves and the govern- 
ment's desire to maintain security and tranquil- 
ity in difficult times. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaYs Samir Qtami said the U.S. has claimed it 
would direct its attack on sties which contain chemical 
and other weapons of mass destruction, but such and 
attack can only cause great danger to the Iraqi people 
and the countries around Iraq as well because the whole 
atmosphere will be contaminated. U.N. laws ban any 
attack on a site suspected to be containing such weapons 
for fear that the danger will spread to the civilian popu- 
lation, according to the writer. But the fact is that the 
U.S. realises that Iraq no longer possesses any weapons 
of mass destruction and its plans to attack are designed 
to devastate the Iraqi nation and dominate the whole 
Arab World and its oil wealth. Dr. Qtami said. He 
asked, now that Iraq has announced its acceptance of the 
U.S. demand that the presidential palaces be inspected, 
why is Washington threatening ro wage war on Iraq? If 
toeU.S. and the Western nations claim that they defend 
human rights, why are they threatening to annihilate the 
civilian population of Iraq, he also asked. He said, even 
if Iraq allowed the inspectors to search every inch of 
Iraq the U.S. would not lift the sanctions unless it 
secured full control over the country’s oil wealth. 

A1 Dustour’s Nawaf Zaru criticised the Arab and the 
Islamic countries, in particular Syria and Iran, for their 
present stand vis-a-vis the Iraqi crisis. Both Syria and 
Iran realise all too well that they are themselves target- 
ed by Turkey and Israel which are backed by the U.S., 
and sooner or later their turn will come and they too will 
face aggression and possible disintegration, Zaru said. 
The writer said, when the aggressors are finished with 
Iraq they will him to Syria and Iran which now maintain 
hostility towards Baghdad and the Iraqi people: and 
therefore they ought to take a very positive stand by 
deed rather than word in defence of the Iraqi nation. It is 
painful to see Iran preventing a Russian plane carrying 
parliament members with relief supplies from flying to 
Iraq, and it is painful to see Syria only paying lip service 
to Iraq, he said. It is in the interest of both Tehran and 
Damascus to take the lead and end the sanctions on Iraq 
and declare that they will confront any aggression on the 
Arab nation, the writer added. Zaru said Syria and Iran 
should stand in the forefront, exposing the American 
acts of terrorism and rallying the Arab and Islamic 
nations against the aggressors. 


Calls for diplomatic solution fall on deaf ears 


ACCORDING TO Mohammed Hassanein Heikal. the top 
Arab analyst and thinker, it is dead certain that the U.S. 
and Britain, and some of their allies are indeed going to 
put up a show of force with regard to the United Nations 
Security Council resolutions by launching a military 
strike against Iraq. And all indications are the action could 
come sooner than expected if only because of 
Washington's anxiety to set it over with before Arab and 
Muslim as well as international opposition reaches a 
crescendo. 

We don’t know what shape and form the strike will 
assume, but it is a safe bet that some of the presidential 
palaces and “sovereign! !!” sites in Iraq are going to be the 
target. Still, it is unlikely that the U.S. would sustain a 
prolonged bombing campaign and aim at eliminating 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein because there is no sign 
that Washington is ready to deal with a chaotic Iraq. 
Definitely the U.S. would like to have a controlled transi- 
tion in Iraq, but only if American intelligence could pull 
all the strings in the situation. Until then, the running con- 
flict with Iraq is going to be a cat-and-mouse game, which 
might produce a much stronger Saddam, who would 
enjoy this time, just like Gamal Abdul Nasser of Egypt 
before, the support of more Arab masses being the only- 
leader who addressed the inherent Islamic psyche which 
grants immediate heroic glorification for those who could 
defy and survive even if beaten. 

However, the forthcoming action against Iraq is not 
going to be limited ro lobbing a few Tomahawks at 
Baghdad. The firepower that the U.S. had already gath- 
ered in the region four weeks ago was more than enough 
for such an action and truncate all other obstacles. But the 
might and size of the array of hi-tecb weaponry the U.S. 
is assembling in the Gulf and its binary effect leave no 
room for doubt that the strike against Iraq would be much 
more than a pinprick of a dozen or two missiles ( After all 
Iraq sustained more than 110.000 tonnes of explosives 
during the 40 days of “war” in 1991. So what difference 
would it make for Iraq to have another volley of explo- 


sives targeted at it? Perhaps that is the reason the L .S. has 
taken its own time in this episode of repeat action against 
Iraq. 

The American military commander in the Gulf. Gen. 
Anthony Zinni, who impressed us during his visit to 
Am man , as being highly rational and objective, hit the 
nail on the head when he said Wednesday that U.S. forces 
would be ready to strike in one week's time. 

That is U.S. military ralk, a military which has received 
clear orders where to hit in Iraq and" what targets to take 
out. However, there is of course room left for diplomacy 
to preempt that action if only the politics would allow it. 
But it is unlikely that Washington could be persuaded in 
that direction since its course reflects a determination to 
pum'sh Iraq no matter what. 

According to many analysts, American arm-twisting, 
first by Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and then by 
Secretary of Defence 'William Cohen, produced last 
week's statement by the Gulf Cooperation Council calling 
on Iraq to comply with U.N. Security Council resolutions 
or face the consequences of defiance. 

The same call was repeated by Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and Saudi Arabian Crown Prince 
Abdullah who both feel they lost their regional roles as 
the key players in the Middle East to Israel. Washington 
did not fool anyone when it asserted that it had an 
■‘across-the-board” support from the Arab World for 
whatever action it intended to take against Iraq. Both 
Albright and Cohen were not seeking Arab support for 
mili tary action against Iraq but were trying to cut down 
the mounting Arab and Muslim opposition to such a 
course of events. 

The call, on every Muslim, by A1 Azhar Imam, Sayyed 
Mohammed Tantawi. the supreme religious authority for 
Sunni Muslims, to defend Iraq in the event of an 
American mili tary action should have sent jitters up the 
spines of Washington’s strategists since that call is clear- 
ly indicative of the rising Arab and Muslim anger against 
the double-standard American policy vis-a-vis the Middle 


East and the Third Worid in general. 

But, instead of recognising the right message, the strate- 
gists opted to push the dock forward in their plans to 
destroy more of Iraq’s infrastructure (there is little doubt 
that power stations, bridges, government buildings and 
communication facilities are going to be among toe prime 
targets of toe heavy American guns in the Gulf, as well as 
thousands of civilians killed being toe” natural collateral 
“in addition to the suffering of toe Iraqi people). Ignored' 
in toe bargain is the ongoing, in-depth and independent 
scrutiny of information provided by Iraq so far of its. 
weapon programmes under an agreement reached 
between the United Nations Special Commission and toe 
Iraqi government during UNSCOM chief Richard 
Butler's last visit to Baghdad. The U.S. is completely 
ignoring that Baghdad seems confident that the three sep- 
arate teams of independent experts — chemical, biologi- 
cal and missiles — would establish toe accuracy and com- 
pleteness of the information it has provided so fer. 
Obviously, if an impartial and independent study of the 
data Is conducted, then there is no need for UNSCOM to 
demand access to “presidential/sovereign” sites in Iraq 
because there would not be anything left to look for, says 
the Iraqi argument. 

Those discussions by independent experts are scheduled 
to end by early March, and their findings will be submit- 
ted to Butler, who has the final authority in determining 
the authenticity and soundness of the experts reports. Of 
course it would take some time before definite conclu- 
sions are reached, but the question of whether or not toe 
U.S. would wait has already been answered in the nega- 
tive. 

Obviously toe temptation and opportunity to use Iraq 
for another round of punching is too attractive for toe U.S. 
to let go while we in Jordan and Arabs elsewhere, as a 
senior statesman said this week, we can only watch in 
helplessness while the sole superpower sets its new rules 
for international conduct and violates them at will. 



Appeal from Nagano 

To the editor: 

FROM ACROSS the borders, I find myself reaching for 
you to vent my sorrow and hoping that you can still pub- 
lish some of our cries. 

We have been watching and listening to the threats 
made by the leaders of the so-called “free world” against 
Iraq, and the pleas of so many others to find a diplomat- 
ic solution to the latest crisis between the U.S.andJraq. 
However, nothing was more amazing and degrading 
, than the request by Japan to avoid any strikes against 
Iraq during the “Winter Olympics” being held in 
Nagano sure the people of Japan are very proud of 

their government especially those who remember 
“Hiroshima" and “Nagasaki,” I’m also sure the children 
of Iraq will appreciate this humanitarian gesture from 
the people of Japan and will have many words of thanks 
which may not be heard when the bombs start raining 
over Baghdad. 

On behalf of the children of Iraq and all the worid. we 
thank you Japan for the humanitarian gesture of the 
year, or maybe toe century. 

Emile Rihani 
Jeddah 
Saudi Arabia 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers cm any issue they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
publication should contain the writer's full name arid prefer- 
ably address as well Names can be withheld upon request but 
only under special circumstances. Letters are subject to editing 
and abridging. 


U.S. threat to Iraq unjustified, spells danger for region, say commentaries 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 

LOCAL ARABIC dailies last 
week centred commentaries on the 
Iraqi crisis and efforts to defuse it 
They also discussed the faltering 
Middle East peace process and 
domestic affairs. 

Fahed Fanek of Al Ra’i daily 
warned that a military aggression 
on Iraq can result in the disinte- 
gration of that country and chaos 
prevailing in the whole region. If 
the U.S. succeeds in toppling the 
Iraqi regime through force, Turkey 
can be expected to occupy north- 
ern Iraq, Iran could move to Iraq’s 
southern regions, and Israel might 
be tempted to occupy toe central 
regions of the Iraqi nation, he pre- 
dicted. The writer added that, on 
the other hand. Saddam’s regime 
might not collapse despite toe 
attack and the whole region could 
remain in turmoil for a long time 
to come. Regardless of the results 
of toe aggression, he said, security 
in the whole .Arab region will be 
destabilised, and the U.S. which 
assumes toe role of world police 
would not be able to control the 
ensuing situation. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a writer for 
Al Ra’i, considered U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan’s 
decision to cancel his visit to Iraq 
and the Middle East region a bad 
omen, indicating that the military 
option is gaining the upper hand. 
He said thar in light of this situa- 
tion the Arab League should dou- 
ble its efforts at the international 
level and through toe U.N. to pre- 
vent the U.S. from carrying out its 
aggression under the U.N. umbrel- 
la. The Arab League should move 


to avert a devastating blow to the 
Arab nation’s future, and the 
Arabs' national interests, said toe 
writer. Referring to the stand of 
the other nations who oppose a 
military strike, the writer said the 
.Arabs should transcend their pre- 
sent differences and back toe 
French. Russian and Chinese 
stands and their initiative for a 
diplomatic solution. 

According to Sultan Hattab of Al 
Ra’i. nothing in what Iraq does 
can satisfy Washington or open the 
way for the lifting of sanctions. 
The writer said even if toe U.N. 
inspectors searched the presiden- 
tial sites and other sensitive loca- 
tions in Iraq, no one can guarantee 
that toe U.S. would not demand 
something else from toe Iraqis as a 
condition for lifting the sanctions. 
The Americans are assuming toe 
role of toe U.N., disregarding the 
views of other nations and are 
determined to impose their hege- 
mony on the Gulf region for good 
and so they are bound to keep 
finding other excuses in order to 
retain toe sanctions on Iraq to 
force it to succumb to their wishes 

and desires, charged the writer. 
The American leaders have said 
they do not want to topple Saddam 
Hussein through the military 
strike. Hattab said, adding that this 
means the presence of the present 
regime is useful as it gives the 
U.S. the perfect excuse to remain 
in the Gulf, imposing its hegemo- 
ny on the whole Arab region and 
its oil wealth. 

Iraq’s acceptance of the U.S. 
demands that ail the presidential 
palaces be searched by toe U.N. 
inspectors should end the present 
tension and the American sabre- 


rattling. according to Ibrahim 
Absi, a writer for Al Ra’i daily. 
Absi said Russia. France and toe 
rest of the world are of the view 
that since Iraq has accepted the 
U.N. conditions for searching toe 
sensitive sites, there should be no 
threats of the use of force. The 
U.S., he said, which has been 
sponsoring the Middle East peace 
process to prevent a war between 
the Arabs and Israel, should 
respond to toe will of the world 
community and stop threatening 
Iraq and accept a peaceful solution 
in the Iraq crisis as well. A peace- 
ful solution. Absi added, is far bet- 
ter than devastating a country 
causing the loss of life of innocent 
people. The writer said that since 
the seven years of sanctions and 
war on Iraq have not achieved any 
positive results for toe U.S.. toe 
Arnericans should try their hand at 
peaceful means to restore stability 


THE WEEK 
IN PRINT 


to the region. 

Al Dustour’s Muna Shuqair said 
the Americans have no excuse for 
carrying out an aggression on Iraq. 
In 1991 toe U.S.-led coalition 
launched war on Iraq for the 
declared purpose of liberating 
Kuwait from Iraq's occupation, 
said the writer, but now 
Washington has no pretext except 
to achieve its own selfish objec- 
tives of devastating an Arab coun- 


try. She said the seven years of 
sanctions have weakened Iraq and 
allowed toe U.N. inspectors to 
destroy all the weapons of mass 
destruction found in toe Iraqi 
regime's possession. It is clear to 
the world community, she said, 
that toe Americans are after 
Saddam's regime and determined 
to prevent any Arab country to 
possess any capability of rising 
against U.S. and Israeli domina- 
tion of toe Arab region. 

Taher Adwan. a writer for Al 
Arab Al Yawm, said the Arab 
League seems to have woken up 
after a long slumber and realised 
that something must be done to 
fend off danger posed to toe Arab 
World. Though the Arab League's 
moves in reaction to the present 
Iraqi crisis came late, they are 
important in light of the looming 
danger and for fear that Iraq might 
be partitioned by the hostile forces 
to the Arab Nation, said the writer. 
Adwan warned against further 
Arab countries’ silence as to the 
looming danger saying that the 
Arabs must learn a lesson from 
what had happened in the 1991 
Gulf war and should assume their 
responsibility in dealing with the 
crisis at a time when they see that 
Israel is continuing to scoff at the 
U.N. resolutions and bent on 
maintaining their occupation of 
Arab lands. The writer said the 
Arab League must see the present 
tension as a sign of a very bleak 
future for the nation if they fail to 
act promptly and effectively. 

Israel is the sole beneficiary of 
the present Iraqi crisis as the situ- 
ation gives toe Jewish state a 
chance to continue to disregard 
U.N. resolutions and perpetuate 


its occupation of Arab lands with 
backing from the U.S., the sponsor { 
of toe peace process, said Rashid 
Hassan of Al Aswaq. Israel sees 
the Iraqi crisis as an opportunity to 
make the worid forget about its 
occupation of Palestinian, Syrian , 
and Lebanese territories and is 
making the most of it by proceeds 
ing with its settlement pro- 
grammes and neglecting the Oslo 
accord with the Palestinians, 
according to the writer. He said 
Israel, backed by, worid Zionism, 
is pressuring Clinton-into launch- 
ing an attack on Iraq so. as to divert 
world public attention away frpm 
what is happening in toe occupied 
Palestinian territories. - 
Mohammad Subeihi, a writer for 
Al Arab Al Yawm. criticised the 
secretary general of the newly 
formed Jordan Labour Party ^ 
Mohammad Khataibeb for 
announcing rhat toe party will be 
working towards normalisation 
with Israel. Khataibeh has also 
said there is nothing in Jordanian 
laws which prevents Israelis from 
purchasing lands and factories in 
Jordan and that. nothing should 
stand in the way of organising 
popular Jordanian-Israeli meet- 
ings to bolster .bilateral ties, said 
the writer. With such a staiemenL 
he said, the new party is thus, still- 
boni because it is acting against 
the views and feelings of the 
majority of toe Jordanian people- 
The writer said toe party’s ideas 
constitute an insult to the 
Jordanian society aid national j 
forces should stand firm in Jh? . . 

face of this party which disregards : 

toe feelings of toe Arab people, j 
particularly tbe PalKtirtianf . and ; 
Jordanians. - . . .' 
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It’s kill-or-cure time 


at Germany’s spas 


By Mark John 
Reuters 


BAD NEUENAHR, Germany — 
German spas have problems even 
their own mineral-rich water and 
volcanic-ash mud packs cannot 
solve. 

Since the government decided 

i ’usl over a year ago to make it 
,arder for Germans to take state- 
subsidised cures enjoyed by gen- 
erations Since World War II. spa 
clinics have been dying in the 
water at the rate of 10 a 'month. 
Now. some are fighting back bv 
taking the plunge into the health, 
fitness and “well-being” revolu- 
tion of the 1 990s. 

"We present to you today the 
widest range of’ services’ for 
health and well-being gathered 
under one roof in 'Gcrmanx." 
declared Rainer Mend, manager 
of the Grand Bad Ncuenahr Spa. 
at the recent unveiling of a multi- 
million mark f dollars) investment 
programme. 

Just 20 km south of Bonn's 
government quarter, the 140- 
year-old Bad Ncuenahr resort 
was hit as hard as any of Ger- 
many's some 300 spas by a range 
of cost-cutting reforms unxei led 
by the health ministry in Oct. 
1996. 

In a move to curb an "excessive 
rise ill expenditure on spa treat- 
ments". patient contributions, for 
spa visits were doubled and the 
permitted length of welfare- 
backed treatments cut. 

One hugely unpopular measure 
meant workers also had to use up 
part of their holiday for the 
"cure". 

All this came as spas — aver- 
age guest age 60 — were already 
being viewed as old-fashioned, 
and the healing powers of water, 
their most precious asset, seen as 
inferior to the techniques of mod- 
ern medicine. 

By early 1997. six million beds 
in spa resorts across the country 
stood empty as health scheme 
spending on cure visits halved in 
a matter of months. Around 100 


?>pas have since closed with the 
lovs ol tens of thousands of jobs. 

At Bad Ncuenahr, cutting near- 
ly 200 of jn original 430 jobs 
meam staffing levels fell to the 
bare minimum needed to keep the 
resort in operation, 

"We are down in the limit now 
— for example, you need at least 
one night-nurse on call whether 
you have 100 guests or 50." said 
Alexander Goerbing, the spa's 
marketing manager. 

New treatments 

Bad neuenahr's reaction to the 
crisis has been to combine its tra- 
ditional attractions with a range 
ol elaborate — sceptics may say 
laddish — new treatments rang- 
ing from herbal medicine to 
mind-over-matter. 

The spring water, or "the heal- 
ing elixir of life" as it is know'll 
here, is still ihe core of the cure. 
Volcanic ash wanned to 52 
degrees Celsius 1 126 degrees 
fahrenhcil) and applied to aching 
limbs still gives guests the warm 
feeling it did 90 years ago. 

Another permanent feature is 
the turn of the century casino 
where, after a hard day taking the 
waters. Europe’s smart set was 
offered night-time distractions of 
little curative effect. 

Likewise the ballroom, where 
many a retired spa guest, separat- 
ed from spouse on doctor’s 
orders, has embarked on a late- 
flowering "cure romance". 

But now. doctors skilled in Chi- 
nese medicine will tell the guest 
whether their ying and yang are 
in harmony, if not, they may 
advise a head massage, or 
acupuncture followed by applica- 
tion of burning mugwon, an aro- 
matic plant, to (he skin. 

If that doesn't appeal, the guest 
may opt to be led into Bad Neue- 
nahr's new vinegar inhalation 
cabinet — “the very first of its 
kind”, according to Goerbing. 

There, the brochure promises, 
the patient will discover the 


as Cleopatra, the Samurai war- 
riors and Renaissance healers. 

All this takes place against the 
harmonious backdrop of “new 
age" music piped discreetly 
through loudspeakers along cor- 
ridors and into cure-rooms. 

The whole make-over cost the 
spa some four million marks 
($2.2 million) at a time when 
many business advisers would 
have told it do nothing but 
retrench. 

What Bad Neucnahr hopes to 
attract with its new range of ser- 
vices. marketed as the "sympho- 
ny of the senses", are private, 
fee-paying guests who at present 
make up just a tenth of its clien- 
tele. 

"I doubt w'e’ll ever get to a 
stage where half our guests are 
private, but we clearly need 
more,” said Goerbing. 

The German Spa Federation 
agrees. "There needs to be an 
enormous growth in private 
guests," said spokeswoman 
Andrea Eisenhraun. 

“We’re telling all our members 
to market the 'health holiday’ 
segment more heavily. But the 
politicians gave us no transition 
period — you can't transform a 
cure institution into a proper 
hotel with a restaurant 
overnight," she complained. 

Bad Neucnalu is at least lucky 
in that respect — the spa is 
already linked to an existing 
hotel and restaurant complex. 
Now it must see what kind of 
reception is awaiting its sympho- 
ny of senses. 

“We’re already getting positive 
reactions to the Chinese medicine 
treatments." said Goerbing. "The 
vinegar inhalation may take a bit 
longer to catch on. though." 


Picture shows the spa at Bad 
Neuenahr near Bonn. German 
spas have run Into problems 
since the German government 


invigorating and soothing effects 
of the wine by-product as used 


decided just over a^ear ago to 


through history by figures such 


make it harder for Germans to 
take sate-subsidised cures. 
(Reuters photo) 


The Saturday Crossword 


ADVICE TO HUSBANDS 

By Robert Wolfe, North Woodmera, New York 


ACROSS 
1 Callback 
5 Henry VllfatamUy 
name 

10 Split prefix 
15 Wild party 

19 Fellow 

20 Wad without 
warning 

21 Task 

22 __ Ala. 
Kazakhstan 

23 Part 1 of a versa 
27 Sailors' milieu 
ZB Copland and 

SpelBng 

29 Flaky layered rock 

30 Cubic meter 

31 Chinese- American 
architect 

32 Coquettes 

33 Ezra Pound's state 

36 Rhw rising In the 
Krknose 
Mountains 

37 Flair 

38 Pan 2 of the verse 

47 Resting on 

48 Harvest bundJera 

49 Chan portrayer 

50 Mfscue 

51 Moon vehicle, tor 

short 

52 Sandwich shops 

53 Acknowledge 

54 Avanl-garde 
composer 

55 -The dock 
Symphony" 
composer 

56 Promised land 
58 Equi&brium 

situations 
60 Once more 
63 Inspiration tor the 
verse 

67 Mimicks 


68 Botches (up) 

70 Grow less 

71 Attacks with 
repeated blows 

73 'Sixteen ' 

74 Sahara mount 

77 Columbus' port 

78 Pharmaceutical 
watchdog grp 

81 Ship back? 

82 Computer 
language 

83 "Rambo" costar 

85 Written part 

86 Part 3 of ihe verse 

90 Shoshones 

91 Donations to the 
poor 

92 At fuB speed, dd- 
styte 

93 Church Ol England 
pnest 

96 Fancy lily 
96 Auk's tun 

101 Toggle switch 

102 Use bleach 

103 Constrictor snake 
107 Last part of the 

verse 

110 Piano-violin piece 

in Input data 

112 State of an anchor 

1 13 briiftg . . 

114 Caesar and 
LucXman 

115 Gang nangers-on? 

116 Christmas songs 

117 Normandy town 


i 

2 

3 

4 

10 
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Last Sunday's Crossword Solved 

m 



ii 


DOWN 

1 External: pref. 

2 Short, downward 
blow 

3 Atlantic food fish 

4 Union-friendly 
workplace 

5 Plains shekel 

6 Of an arm bona 

7 Throw water on 
B Antithesis, briefly 
9 Redo alterations 

10 Beat a retreat 
from Carnaby 
Street 

in the 

Afternoon." 1072 
Rohmer film 

12 Mubarak of Egypt 

13 Vexes 

14 Branch of 
Buddhism 

15 Applying water 

16 Temple table 

17 Silvery fish 

18 Abode of the dead 

24 Bar. legally 

25 Prosodic tool 

26 Leyte or Lanai 

32 Source for sparks 

33 Slanted Are. 

34 Overplay the TLC 

35 Molecule element 

36 Gh«8 ihe once- 
over 

37 Writer Hunter 
39 Follow directions 


40 Giant of British 
golf 

41 Throw aside 

42 SlngerLutl 

'43 Pay attachment? 

44 Cut it out 

45 Inciter 

46 Try hard 10 
persuade 

52 Polonius or 
Ophelia, e.g. 

53 Beyond recovery 

54 Pitchers' loppsrs 

55 Sibilant sound 

56 Ddfgent devotion 

57 B & B 

59 Casual farewaH 

60 Mongolian range 

61 Explode 

62 Familiar family 
member 

64 Resided 

65 Exhausted 

66 Hair coloring 

69 Olympic official 

72 Demand tor 

service 

75 Burrows and 
Vigoda 

76 Extinct filghlless 
bint 

77 SoOdlflas 

78 Mi salad 
requirement 

78 Twice CCLV1 

80 Ltr. directive 

82 Relay-man's 
action 


83 One of two on tha 
phone 

B4 Man from 
Bucharest: vat. 

85 Sports breaks 

87 Ensembles 

88 Wavers 

89 MWiary music 

93 Public works 
projects 

94 Boredom 

95 Encrypted 

96 Inclined channel 

97 ventilator 

98 Olympic skiing 
brothers 

90 From now to then 
100 Cooree fiiee 

102 Absolutely 
refuses 

104 Product package 

info. 

105 Two told 

106 Lhaso_ 

106 Sure enough 
109 Ponitac ol the 

post, in brief 
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Palestinian, Israeli hurt in West Bank clashes 


(Continued from page 1 1 


been rising sk\xiil> in recent 
weeks because it ha* become 
dear that ilv peace talks w ill be 
remain suspended for the durj- 
tion of (he Gull crisis. 

In a tough speech TliursJd>. 
Mr. Arafat said he would 
unleash a new uprising if there 
was no progress in negotiations. 
Arafat also said he would 
declare a Palestinian state in 
parts of the West Bank :mJ 
Gaea next year wifJwul waiting 
for a final peace treaty with 
Israel. 

Israeli Prime Minister 


Bemamin Netanyahu said Fri- 
da\ that the peace titvords 
would he annulled if Mr. Arafat 
made good on his word. 

"If Arafat realises his threats, 
the Oslo i peace i agreement w ill 
be scuttled, not just violated." 
Mr. Netanyahu fold visiting 
leaders of the American Jewish 
Commiuee. 

"I think it will be a terrible 
shame if the Palestinians again 
choose violence, as they did in 
I94S. instead of' jxrace." Mr. 
Netanyahu .said, referring to the 
Palestinians' rejection 50 >ears 
ago of a U.N. proposal for 
establishing a Jewish .ind a 


Palestinian slate alongside each 
other. 

"It will he a terrible shame if 
they choose to bring disasters 
on themselves instead of the 
peace and prosperity which is 
witltin our reach, our common 
reach." Mr. Netanyahu said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he will 
only lioriour his commitment to 
puli hack troops in the West 
Bank if the Palestinians meet a 
series of Israeli demands, such 
as reducing the sbe of their 
police force and tirresting 
Islamists. In a l'. S. -brokered 
peace accord in IW7. 
Netanyahu had pledged to earn 


out three withdrawals h> tills 
summer, hut later said lie « ould 
only agree to one pullback. 

Even if the Palestini.uis com- 
ply to Israel's security demands. 
Netanyahu said lie will not give 
up West Bank aivas he consid- 
ers important io Israel's securi- 
ty. 

Israel ha.\no: pnHydteo .i yiup 
showing what it is prewired to 
oiler the Palestinians, hut the 
"security 'areas ' described by 
Israeli cabinet ministers total 
between >t) per cent and M per 
cent of ilic West B.uik. The 
Palestinians say such an oiler is 
a non-starter. 


Iraq hopeful for a peaceful! solution as Russia steps up pressure on U.S. 


(Continued from page I) 


U.N. weapons inspectors to all 
Iraqi facilities. 

A White House spokesman 
said Mr. CTinton etdled New 
Zealand Prime Minister Jenny 
Shipley and Spain’s Jose Maria 
Aznar asking for their support. 

U.S. government officials 
remained adom.un that Iraq 
mast give in. 

U.S. congressional leaders, 
calling Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein "a brutal and danger- 
ous dictator." issued a strong, 
unified message that they will 
stand behind Mr. Clinton if he 
decides lo use force. 

U.S. Secretary of Slate 
Madeleine Albright >aiJ in a 
congressional hearing: "Sad- 
dam does not have a menu of 
choices. He lets one." Thai 
choice was ro give full and 
unfettered access to U.N. 
inspectors, which Mr. Hussein 
has denied. 

Washington dismissed a 
Russian plan made public by 
Iraq on Wednesday lor limited 
access lo eight presidential sites 
to be carried our not by regnkir 
U.N. inspectors but by a special 


mission under the authority of 
the U.N. Security Council. 

'There is still time I or a diplo- 
matic solution, bur if Iraq's 
behav iour di<es not change \ cry 
.s*»n. vve will luvc no choice 
bui In Like strong measures." 
■Ms. Alhriglu said, adding that 
would involve "substantial" 
force. 

Cautious support for ihe U.S. 
position came from Japan on 
Friday, with Tokyo agreeing 
that "all possible options" must 
he considered in the dispute. 

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Keizo Obuehi said at a joint 
nevv> conference with the l'.S. 
envoy to the United Nations, 
Bill Richardson, iliat, while a 
diplomatic solution was a prior- 
ity. "it is far ux» dangerous io 
ignore Iraq." 

"Japan sliares the United 
Stales' view on all possible 
options regarding Iraq," he said. 

Mr. Obuehi said he had sum- 
moned the Iraqi charge d'af- 
faires to urge Iraq to comply 
with U.N. inspections. 

Another Russian voice raised 
against military action was that 
of ultra-nationalist politician 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, who 


said in Baghdad that U.S. and 
British leaders were bent on 
starting a world w ar. 

Britain is the staunchest sup- 
porter of Washington’s determi- 
nation io use force if necessity. 

Mr. Zhirirunsky said only 
Mr. Clinton and British Prime 
Minister Tony Bkiir wanted a 
military sirike on Iraq. 

"Mr. Clinton or Mr. Blair, or 
another two, three persons in 
the world and they would like 
to begin the third world war." 
he declared. 

Meanwhile. Iraq denied a 
report that it had sought to buy 
equipment from Russia u> 
make biological weapons, but 
satd there kid been coniacLs 
with Russian firms io supply a 
fermentation resenoir lor an 
animal feed factory. 

An Iraqi government 
spokesman denounced Thurs- 
day's report by the Washington 
Post ihai U.N. inspectors had 
found evidence of a Russian 
deal to sell Iraq equipment, 
including a 5.1 K* Mitre fennen- 
ration vessel Ulu could be used 
to dev elop biological weapons. 

"The U.S. administration 
aims, by leaking this report to 


the Washington Ptwi. to thwart 
the intense efforts Russia is 
making... lo achieve a diplo- 
matic solution to die current 
problem between Iraq on one 
side and the U.N. Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOMj and the 
United States on the oilier.” oji 
I raqi culture and inlormtilion 
ministry spokesman s:iid. 

Turkey's ntinisier responsible 
for monitoring the crisis over 
Iraq said on Friday Anl^ira was 
ready to meet :iny security 
threat on iLs scuitlvastem border 
arising from :i con ilia between 
the United Slates ;uiJ Baghdad. 

Turkish State Minister sukru 
Sina Gurel told Reuter* ikn 
Turkey would be willing to 
send more troops into a Kur- 
dish enclave in northern Iraq if 
the border were threatened. 
Ankara ten's a wave ot Iraqi 
Kurdish refugees and increased 
Kurdish rebel activities against 
it from northern Iraq. 

ThoustuiJs uf Turkish troops 
have gathered on the northern 
Iraqi border in recent weeks to 
blixk any reiugees seeking to 
Hue conlliet arising from die 
Iraq crisis. 


Police disperse thousands 
at illegal pro-Iraqi rally 


(Continued from page 1 1 


police action as "unprecedent- 
ed" and called for an investiga- 
tion. 

"Throughout our history, no 
government Jared to attack the 
prayers in the mosques and to 
heal them in the pulpit of the 
mosques." said the one page 
.statement. 

The .statement called for “the 
release of ait detainees, the 
pullout of security forces from 
the centre of Amman and the 
dismissal ol die government." 
added (he siatcmcm. 

The .statement said that for- 


mer Lower House Deputy 
Ham/eh Mansour, former 
Health Minister AdnanJaljouli 
and the l.-\F member Tureq Tol 
were among those detained, 
but released later on. 

LAF sources said Dr. Man- 
sour. Imad Ahu Diyuh. a mem- 
ber of the Muslim Brother- 
hood Executive Council, and 
lawyer Hikmat Rawushdeh, 
were treated at the Mamie 
Hospital. 

During the 1991 Gulf war, 
thou sands of Jonlanians 
inarched in the streets in sup- 
part of Iraq, and many still feel 
sympathy for Iraq. 


Israeli committee blames Netanyahu 
for Mossad murder bid fiasco 


i Continued from page I > 


they said. 

The operations branch 
chief, whose name was not 
available, has already 
resigned. 

The members of parlia- 
ment said a major planning 
mistake was assuming that 
the assassination would be 
a "quiet action" and failing 
to take into account the 
possibility that something 
might go wrong and turn 
the attack into a "raucous 
action.” 

The subcommittee rec- 
ommended setting up a 


national security council in 
the prime minister's ulfice 
including a special adviser 
on intelligence to help Mr. 
Netanyahu make heller 
decisions. Haaretz said. 

A second enquiry com- 
. mi nee. appointed by the 
prime minister, is also 
expected to submit its find- 
ings next week. 

Two Mossad agents were 
captured after snacking Mr. 
Misha’al with an exotic 
poison on an Amman street 
on Sept. 25. 




Economy 


NRA continues 
field studies to 
prospect for oil, 
mineral resources 


BIS says currency 
board systems 
carry heavy risks 


By Iyad VVaqfi 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Natural 
Resources Authority 
• NRA > Director General 
Qais Qaisi said Friday that 
NRA is proceeding with its 
field studies to prospeci for 
oil and mineral resoures 
throughout the Kingdom. 

Mr. Qaisi said the NRA 
has signed oil prospecting 
agreements with a number 
of companies. 

Under two agreements 
signed with U.S. compa- 
nies. Anadarco will explore 
in the Safawi region and 
Nepton will prospect for oil 
in the eastern Sarhan 
region. 

Trans Global, the third 
U.S. oil company, will drill 
at least two exploratory 
wells in the Dead Sea area, 
conduct seismological sur- 
veys in areas extending for 
150 kilometres in length 
and conduct geological and 
geophysical studies ar the 
cost of S300.000. 

Mr. Qaisi said that a 
Canadian firm. Canop. has 
signed an agreement with 
NRA to prospect for oil in 
the Jafer area and the north- 
ern parts of the Jordan Val- 
ley. 

He added that an Algerian 


company. Sontrac, will sign 
soon an agreement with the 
authority to prospect for oil 
in the Kingdom. 

“In 1995] the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources awarded the 
National Oil Company 
(NOC) a 50-year conces- 
sion to prospect for oil and 
natural gas in the Risheh 
area," said Mr. Qaisi. 

He pointed out that the 
Risheh wells cover 15 per 
cent of the Kingdom’s 
needs of gas. 

According to the conces- 
sion. NOC is allowed to 
conduct seismological and 
geophysical as well as aeri- 
al surveys in the course of 
its exploration. 

Mr. Qaisi said that gold 
has been discovered" in 
Wadi Musa region but “we 
are waiting for detailed 
exploration in order to con- 
duct feasibility studies." 

With regard to copper, 
Mr. Qaisi said: “We faced 
difficulties while prospect- 
ing for copper since it was 
discovered in Dana Wild- 
life Reserve." 

He concluded that NRA is 
intending to explore for 
uranium in the middle areas 
of the Kingdom since 
“encouraging results have 
been achieved so far." 


BALI, Indonesia 
(AFP) — The Swiss- 
based Bank for Inter- 
national Settlements 
(BIS) Friday warned 
economies with free- 
floating currencies 
that they should be 
prepared to pay the 
cost of embracing cur- 
rency peg arrange- 
ments. 

Without naming 
Indonesia, BIS Gener- 
al Manager Andrew 
Crockett said govern- 
ments should seek an 
exchange rate regime 
that avoided “this 
dilemma” unless they 
were prepared to 


accept the full rigour 
and logic of fixed 


and logic of fixed 
rates. 

Mr. Crockett issued 
the warning in a 
speech at a Southeast 
Asian central bankers’ 
meeting in this beach 
resort. 

Indonesia's plans to 
set up a currency 
board to manage a 
Hons Kong-style peg 
for ttie rupiah has trig- 
gered fresh market 
turmoil amid growing 
doubts over Indone- 
sia’s capacity to sus- 
tain such an arrange- 
ment. 


Under such a sys- 
tem, the rupiah is 
expected to be pegged 
to the U.S. dollar at a 
fixed rate. 

And unlike the cur- 
rent system, the rupi- 
ah in circulation 
should be fully cov- 
ered by the country's 
foreign exchange 
reserves, which ana- 
lysts say may be 
insufficient in Indone- 
sia's case. 

But the central bank 
Indonesia has said 
there was no need to 
fully match the issue 
of its rupiah currency 
with foreign exchange 
reserves, saying an 
“unorthodox” option 
would allow for less 
than full backing of. 
reserves. 

The BIS is called the , 
“central banker's , 
bank” and is influen- , 
rial in global mone- 
tary policy issues. 

Mr. Crockett said it 
would be difficult to 
make changes in an 
exchange rate peg that 
had come to symbol- 
ise an overall macro- 
economic strategy. 


Southeast Asia enjoys export boom amid financial gloom 


SING.APORE (AFP) — 
Southeast Asia's troubled 
economies are chalking up 
trade surpluses through 
cheaper exports from weak- 
er currencies to cushion 
them from the debilitating 
effects of regional financial 
turmoil, analysts say. 

“An export recovery is 
unde way — nearly - every— ■ 
where in the region in local 
currency "terms and this is 
largely double-digit export 
growth both in nominal and 
real terms." said P. K. Basu. 
director of Regional Macro- 
Economic Research at 
Union Bank of Switzerland 
in Singapore. 

Mr. Basu said the export 
growth could sharply rum 
around current account 
deficits prevalent among 
many of the economies 
embroiled in financial tur- 
moil stemming from a rapid 
erosion of their currencies 
against the U.S. dollar. 

Jimmy Koh. regional 
economist with London- 


based financial house 
I.D.E.A.. said the bulk of 
Southeast Asian exports had 
high import content and 
cautioned against imported 
inflation that could jack up 
costs of production. 

Asia's currency crisis was 
triggered when Thailand 
effectively devalued its baht 
on- July-2 after -nmning-out- 
of reserves tryi ng to defend 
the currency from specula- 
tive attacks. 

The baht collapsed, sent 
other Southeast Asian cur- 
rencies into a tailspin and 
caused financial havoc in 
the region. 

Trade statistics show an 
export pick-up in the region 
but the impact of costlier 
imports on the economies is 
not yet clear, analysts said. 

Thailand announced a cur- 
rent account surplus of 26.3 
billion baht ($478 million) 
for October, the first time 
the monthly figure was in 
positive territory since 1986. 

The country’s October fig- 


ures showed a trade surplus 
of 233 billion baht, with 
65.5 per cent growth in the 
value of exports to 192.7 
billion baht, compared to an 
11.2 per cent rise in the 
value of imports to 169.4 
billion baht 

In dollar terms that trans- 
lated into 12 percent growth 
in exports and a 25 percent 
plunge in imports compared 
with the same time in 19%. 

Malaysia posted a higber- 
than-expected trade surplus 
of 672 million ringgit ($150 
million) in November, 
reversing a deficit of 504 
million ringgit a year earlier. 

An analyst from Woridsec 
Securities in Kuala Lumpur 
said the surplus reflected a 
significant slowdown in 
imports and the impact of 
currency depreciation on 
dollar-denominated exports. 

Half of Malaysia's exports 
are electrical and electronics 
products, mainly integrated 
circuits, which are heavily 
reliant on machinery from 


Japan. 

The impact of the ringgit's 
depreciation on these cir- 
cuits is expected to be high 
in the electrical appliance 
sector, which uses a signifi- 
cant amount of imported 
Japanese parts. 

Philippine exports, led by 
electronics, rose a strong 
23.2 per cent from a year 
earb'er to $22,995 billion in 
the 1 1 months to November 
1997. according to the 
National Statistics Office in 
Manila. 

This growth was second 
only to China in the region 
and was proof that the real 
economy had escaped the 
worst, said Central Bank of 
the Philippines Governor 
Gabriel Singson. 

Indonesian expons in the 
10 months to October 1997 
totalled $43,996 billion, an 
increase of 8.16 per cent 
from a year earlier, with 
non-oil exports reaching 
$34,325 billion, an increase 
of 9.73 per cent 
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Arab Gulf economies 
set to slow down in ’98 


FifioROseoi^B 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, FEBRUARY, 14 1998 
. ByTJnda Cl-BUick, 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The economies of six 
Gulf Arab states are set to 
sharplv slow down in 


natural 2 as from its giant 


North Field after the par- 
tial completion of LNG 


1998 although some of 
them boosted oil output 
and projected higher 


and projected higher 
spending, economic 
experts said Wednesday. 

After two years of gal- 
loping growth. the 
economies of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
l GCC) will increase by 
around 2.3 per cent in 
current prices this year 
while real growth could 
be much lower, they said. 

The combined eross 
domestic product (GDP) 
of the 17-year-old politi- 
cal, defence and econom- 
ic alliance is forecast to 
expand to around $260.5 
billion in 1998 from 
$254.5 billion in 1997. 

“The oil sector is 
expected to decline in the 


tial completion of LNG 
ventures. 

“Oil prices are expected 
to be lower this year but 
the Gulf economies will 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Someone is bfder^ypu 
around. It just rubs you the wrong way, abd-ybd wanted, 
say something bac k. That is not a good idea. Let it ran like 
water off a dude’s back and you'll be more_aidressfuL ; 
Lay low. Play it cool. Watch whafs going on- And don’t , 
start any fights. -..v r - . ' 


likely record positive 
erowth rates, although 


expected to decline m me 
GCC this year because of 
a projected weakening in 
crude prices.” said Henry' 
Azzam. chief economist 
and assistant general 
manager at the Saudi 
National Commercial 
Bank. 

“ This will offset the 
increase in oil production 
and high growth rates in 
other sectors, especially 
in the private sector.” he 
said in a study published 
in the United* Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) daily A1 
Khaleej. 

A breakdown showed 
Saudi Arabia's GDP. by 
far the biggest in the 
Middle East, is projected 
to increase by around 
two per cent in 1998 
compared with 7.1 per 
cent in 1997 and 8.6 per 
cent in 1996. 

The UAE’s economy 
will likely grow by 2.5 
per cent compared with 
4.4 per cent and 10.9 per 
cent in the previous two 
years. In Kuwait growth 
m the GDP will slow- 
down to around two per 
cent- from 4.5 per cent 
and 16.8 per cent. 

The economies of 
Oman and Bahrain will 
also be much slower, 
growing by nearly three 
per cent and two per cent 
respectively. 

Qatar's GDP will 
record high growth of 
eight per cent but the 
level is way below the 17 
per cent rate recorded in 
1997 and 12 per cent in 
1996. 

Economists attributed 
the high rates in Qatar 
duringThose two years to 
strong crude prices, 
record oil production and 
the export of liquefied 


lower than the previous 
year.” said Mohammed 
A1 Asumi, chief econo- 
mist at the Emirates 
Industrial Bank. 

“This is due to the con- 
tinuous expansion in the 
private sector and non-oil 
sectors, mainly light 
industry and services.' 

Crude prices were as 
high as S20 in 1996 and 
519 in 1997 as they were 
strengthened by higher 
global demand, tensions 
between the United 
States and Baghdad, the 
absence of sanctions-hit 
Iraq from the oil market 
for most of 1996, and 
compliance by major 
Gulf producers with out- 
put quotas assigned by 
the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). 

But prices this month 
tumbled by more than $3 
to one of their lowest lev- 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You and your sweetheart 
could learn something together that will benefit you both. 
If you’re considering a project that involves a partna; get 
started on it now. Make travel plans now too, even ifyou 
can't go today. All those things will go well, so relax. . . 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Take an overtime assign, 
meat for extra money. If you’re getting ready to decorate- 
for the holidays, that few hours in exchange fora few 
more dollars will be a good trade. Meanwhile, Idyl an ear 
to a friend with a sad story. Don’t lend anything else, - 
however 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You'll have a hassle thk 
morning with an authority figure, but nothing you can't . 
handle. By evening, everything will turn out stupendous- 
ly. Try more new thin gs than usual, especially in romance. 
Be hold. If you want a forever commitment, go ahead and 
make one. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) If you're finding another's 
sorrows annoying, maybe you’re reminded of an unset- 
tled issue in yoar own past Learn a lesson from the other 
person's experience. This makes the whole situation more 
educational Might as well look at it like that. Same price. 


els in four years despite 
neak seasonal demand. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You have mere 
energy than u sual so a tough job looks simple. So what 
are you waiting for? Yon've had lots of good ideas ^ver- 
the past few weeks. Some of them could even be money- 
makers. Gather a group for a meeting around lunchtime 
and make it happen. 


peak seasonal demand. 
The slide was due to 


excess supplies by the 
11 -nation OPEC follow- 


ing its November agree- 
ment to hike its official 
output ceiling by 10 per 
cent to 27.5 million bar- 
rels per day (bpd). Other 
factors included Iraq’s 
recent agreement with 
the United Nations to 
resume crude exports, the 
economic crisis m South- 
east Asia, and a mild 
winter in the northern 
hemisphere. 

“GCC states should 
pursue plans to restruc- 
ture their economies 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You are a good 
negotiator. You can get both sides working together; 
because yon understand so many points of view. Remem- 
ber that, if someone is acting strange. Consider his or her 
motivation, and what the payoff might be. That will help ' 
you understand the game plan. ■» — 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You have 
allies in a distant place who will help you achieve your 
goals. You know who these people are, and you know 
what they can do. Don't wait any longer, if you don’t take 
advantage of the opportunity now, it may not come again 
for quite some tune. Move on the idea right now'. . 


away from developments 
in tiie oil market,” Mr. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
could make an advancement in your career today. A new 
skill, plus old experience, will come in handy. You might 
find the job of your dreams through the grapevine. Know-, 
ing somebody who knows somebody could be an advan- 
tage. Don't be too proud to ask. 


Azzam said. 

“Any improvement in 
oil prices should not 
make them complacent 
and detract them from 
reform plans as this will 
reflect their non-credibil- 
ity and send discouraging 
signals to the private sec- 
tor.” 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You’re 
learning a lot. and it shows. You're making a good 
impression. One person in particular really kroks up to 
you. You like that - While you disagree on some subjects, 
you generally balance each other out This is a relation- 
ship worth nurturing. 


The GCC groups Saudi 
Arabia, the world's dom- 


Arabia, the world's dom- 
inant oil power, with 
Kuwait the UAE, Qatar, 
Oman and Bahrain. The 
first three members 
snatched more than one 
million bpd of the 
increase in OPEC’s ceil- 
ing for the first half of 
1998. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You'll have to 
work hard to keep up with a demanding person's requests. 
If you do your best you'll make a good impression. 
They'll lode at you as an expert And you may get enough 
money to put some into your savings. This is a goal worth' 
going foe Stop complaining. • 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This is another 
beautiful day for you. You’re lucky in love and travel. 
That should be a lot of fun. There is a problem about hav- 
ing to go to work, but feat shouldn't be difficult to gSL 
around. If you come up with a good excuse, you migbtget 
the day off. It’s certainly worth a try. 


Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Sennett and 
Gordon 

6 Blackjack draw 

10 Movie pooch 

14 An Osmond 

15 Reverberation 

16 the Man 

17 Speak with 
lengthened 
vowels 

18 College grad. 

19 Jogging pace 

20 SHOUT! 

22 Comfort 

23 Printer fluid 

24 Parched 

25 Indian garb 

27 Aroma 

29 Took off, as a 
brooch 

33 Religious 
group: abbr. 

35 Austrian 
psychiatrist 

36 Bauxite or 
Galena 

37 Toward shelter 

38 'Paint Your _■ 

39 Frank or Bronte 

40 Nun: abbr. 

41 Composer ol 
'Over the 
Rainbow' 

42 Trapped in the 
branches 

43 McCoy's feud- 
mate 

45 Lingerie pieces 

46 Hoop 

47 Behold 

<(5 Anatomical 
duct 

51 Mild expletive 

53 SHOUT! 

57 All aflutter 

58 Wife of Zeus 

59 Subarctic forest 

60 Boyfriend 

61 _ the Red 

62 Happen 

63 Theater 
backdrops 

64 Office fixture . 

65 Colleagues 


TMSPuzzteseaoixom 



By Edgar Fontaine 
Dtghton, MA 


DOWN 

1 Twice MCCLIII 

2 Hammerin' 
Hank 


3 SHOUT! 

4 Another name 
for Chinese 
gooseberry 

5 IntSvkJuality 

6 Arctic explorer 

7 Bruns ol 
footbal 

8 __0Ut 
(blanked] 

9 Like some 
yams 

10 Aftward 

11 SHOUT! 

12 Southwest art 
mecca" 

13 Poker stake 

21 Go astray 

26 Help 

28 Unknown John 

29 Exhorted 

30 Las Vegas 
gfttter 

31 Sea eagle 

32 Land title 

33 Elan 

34 Director Kazan 

35 Drop 
dramatically 

38 Garlanded 


□QDQ □□□H □BQDB 

□□□□ Hama □□□□□ 
QUQHiaHQQQIDnHffiQO 
BHB BB BQHIinQDB 
HBDQQ DOS ■ 
□□HD HQH □□□□□D 
OHD anODD EinCIQQ 
oiHQEiHBnnQnnciffiiaH 
mnana □□□□□ hdd 

□□□□□□ QEIffi EKDDD 

HQQ □□□□ ■ 

QdQEinnHD nmtmm 

mnoEinoBmnniQnQnB 
□□non mans □□□□ 

□DSHD DUBE EIEE3Q 


Mitotonmn*! 


39 Coach 
Parseghian 

41 Fed 31 

42 Christmas 
star's place 

44 Mold 

45 Garden plot 
47 Late-night Me 
49 Foretell 


50 Headliners 

51 Taps gently 

52 *A Death in the 
Family" author 

54 and now 

(today) 

55 'Exodus' 
author 
56 Zoom 



Now arrange the aided tettera to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

•fcnfofos: CHAIR LEAVE BECOME INNING - 

Aramr - A dedicated hairdresser's wodc became 
Shfo — HER MANE CONCERN - * 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Saturday, February 14, 1998 



Da 


Beat 


A review of news from t he ArabicPress 

Quddh sees problems in implementation 
and in raising management efficiency 

^™v;d™ and advanced law 

SSxssr to res,fuc,ure ihe ^~ 

I Jm k^rather in rakinl! rh^ fir* - SSUL ^ n ,° l lllJl ol j bloated administration but the prub- 
jeni is rather ill raising the efficiency of Jordanian management. ‘There is a ureal need 10 

m C u ma T ayem f n ! ** 0nl - V ,0 fl «™uhte laws,” Mr. Qudali emphasised. 

• The area o^.Wi’w hal ^ if 1 ? com P lc!t:d ils ^dmi nisi rati ve cadre, especially 

JH^N^rhe con f 10 " S ’ . !hal the ncxi P ha * e wil1 ‘■tmecnliaic on elarityinq to 

?*■ £^*‘5 ^ n privatisation as well as its objectives because the understand- 

ing of this process is Still not clear to many people. 

ihSffliiTI! 11 1 ° P ubl u p I r °j e ?' s bribing their performance as low compared to 
W -5 ? Vtw l™ tlrf Und IO lhe *?.*: oi P^nnanee of projects handled by the private 
f 01 3?fr n pcrtorr V anc ^ at P U ^ 1C prt'J^cts, Mr. Qudah explained, brought successive 
losses year alter year but lhe projects cominued to sur\ivc on direct support from the 
treasury and from govcmmem-guaranieed loans. 

“The transfer ot project luans to the treasury and the absence of ihe principle of bank- 
njptcy or losing projects were another reasons that kept some public firms going on.’ 
Mr. Qudah .said. As examples he mentioned the Public Tr.msfx.n Corporation/lhe Aqabi 
Railway Corporation and the Ma in Spa. 


qualifications. 

"Other reason. ..v* »«. mw-iaugHi g Him me anu Bureaucratic 1 unci urns without any 
consideration to modem developments in management and technology." Mr. Qudali said. 

He also mentioned the low pay and lack ot incentives to the staff at public projects and 
the lack ot independency in taking investment decision in addition to the weakness in 
control systems. 


-- ..vuiM,v. w iv/ L-t in instsinieni. nurseling anu tecnnicai spner 

general. As such, and in order to protect public funds, it was imperative io restructure 
those projects and privatise them through all available means." he concluded <A1 Asv 


1 1 • r^i » : **r* ;•»* r~*u 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 13/02/98 19&3 


TriCuitsacy • 

USD 

DEM 

G8P 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

m. 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

• 

1.8240 

0.6119 

1.4644 

126.34 

1.4435 

1798.80 

2.0668 

6.1200 

DEMark 

0.6482 

- 

0.3361 

0.8028 

68.70 

0.7910 

985.64 

1.1Z70 

34544 

GB Sterling 

1.6343 

2.9828 

- 

2.3960 

205.07 

2.3691 

2939.78 

3.3598 

10.0018 

CH Franc 

0.6829 

124.61 

0.4172 

- 

85JB 

0.9861 

1227.51 

140.35 

4,1776 

JP Yen 

0.0080 

14547 

0.4874 

1.1676 

- 

1.1510 

14.34 

163.98 

4.8808 

CA Dollar 

0.6928 

1.2478 

0.4186 

1.0112 

1.15 

• 

1231 JM 

14069 

4.1831 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0132 

0.3397 

0i0813 

1437.19 

0.8018 

- 

1142 

3.3994 

NL Guilder 

0.4864 

88.68 

02972 

71.22 

60.91 ' 

0.7018 

874-60 


2.9768 

FR Franc 

0.1634 

0.2980 

0.0999 

23.9242 

20.46 

0.2358 

33.59 

33,5900 

- 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


.Cwrency ; 

USD . 

JOB 

SAR 

BAH 

QAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 

US Dollar 

. 

0.7090 

3.7506 

0.3770 

3.6402 

04064 

3.6727 

1629.50 

34960 

Jordan Dinar 

14104 

- 

5.2900 

0.B317 

6.1343 

04307 

6.1601 

2167.26 

4.7884 

Saudi Rlyal 

04668 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0814 

0.98 

407.80 

0.9062 

Bahrain Dinar 

245 

1.8808 

9.9493 

- 

9.66 

0.8101 

9.74 

405745 

9.0060 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1948 

1.0303 

1.0303 

- 

0.0839 

1.01 

420.17 

0.9326 

Kuwait Dina* 

34744 

24215 

12.2809 

14343 

11.92 

- 

12.03 

6008.19 

0.9326 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1930 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9912 

0.0832 

- 

416.45 

0.9244 

Lebanese/1000 

0.65 

04638 

24522 

04465 

24800 

0.1997 

2.4012 

- 

24197 

Egyptian 

0.2946 

04088 

1.1047 

0.1110 

1.0722 

0.0900 

1.0818 

450.62 

- 



ESI 

a tevlotM 


Currency 

Kna 

I±LI 

WttM 

W2ZM 

JPY 



14.08 

15.94 

14.08 

12.13 

167.00 

1 

SA Rlyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
8H Dinar 
CY Pound 

0466S 

04723 

34744 

0.3770 

1.866 

04866 

049692 

6.97728 

4.84027 

34018 

0.16305 

0.16681 

2.0024 

142232 

1.1405 

0.39061 

0,39888 

4.79616 

3.88661 

2.7311 

33.4326 

34.1413 

410.609 

332.668 

233.747 


Metal F 

‘rices 




Curren 

cy Dept 

>s1t Rat 

as (Bid) 



Bid 

Offer 



m 

ms gp 

Bm 

-9- 

Months 

-1 - 

Year 

Gold (oz’s) 
SBver fez’s) 
Platinum (oz’s) 
AL (3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
Lead (3 Months) 
NI (3 Months) 

298.6 

7.08 

387 

1508 

1700 

1081 

526 

5700 

289.1 

7.13 

389 

1510 

1702 

1083 

528 

6706 

I 

Cncy 

USD 

GBP 

JPY 

DEM 

FRF 

CHF 

m. 

6.50 

740 

043 

347 

340 

0.81 

6.07 

5.60 

740 

043 

343 

345 

043 

549 

6.60 

746 

048 

348 

3.S1 

1.06 

5.62 

6.66 

7.37 

0.60 

344 

3.59 

1.13 

643 

6.66 

744 

040 

346 

347 
1.32 
5.12 



Me 

in Eauitv indices 





i ajagf . 

&ldex 

Value 

■ ■3 lilt 1 ■ 


MZSM 



NewYorfc 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Parts 

Frankfurt 

DOW JONES 
S&P500 
FT-SE100 
NIKK1E 225 
CAC40 
DAX 

835141 

1019.73 
5582.3 

16791.01 

3187.73 
450248 

47.69 

-4.41 

29.8 

-38342 

9.03 

-3445 

4)41 

-0,43 

0.54 

-244 

048 

-0.76 

8367.36 

1024.14 

5582.3 

17161.1 

3201.17 

450946 

8311.81 

1018.08 

6530.8 

16711.1 

316548 

4488.95 

83694 

1024.14 

5662.6 
1M74.9 

3178.7 
4636,83 


Asian crisis could destroy world trade: Soros 


BONN t AFP) — The crisis 
in Asia is capable ot 
destroying world trade, 
U.S. financier George 
Soros has said. 

He told Die Zeit maga- 
zine that “it is likely that 
this will nm happen” but 
also said the financial crisis 
in Asia could affect South 
America. 

"All of this is like a fire 
which spreads rapidly and 
is not yet under control," he 
warned. 

Mcanw'hilc, an economist 
ai the German DIW Fore- 
casting institute told the 
weekly publication Bourse 
Online that the economies 
of eastern Europe faced a 
similar situation ui those in 
Asia. 

'This must he quite clear 
to us: In many countries in 
eastern Europe the econom- 


ic situation is as explosive,” 
said the head of economic 
studies at DIW, Heiner 
Flassbeck. 

He drew attention to high 
balance of payments 
deficits and overvaluation 
of currencies in eastern 
Europe. "The same thing 
could happen there as in 
Asia,” he said. 

All of the countries con- 
cerned m eastern Europe 
should devalue their cur- 
rencies, he said. That would 
have far greater conse- 
quences for Germany than 
the crisis in Asia. 

Germany sends 10 per 
cent of its exports tu eastern 
and central Europe. These 
exports amounted to more 
than 85 billion marks (SKJ 
billion) in 19 4 )?, 19 per cent 
more than 199o. according 
to a specialist estimate. 


Mr. Flassbeck noted that 
devaluation would increase 
the competitive position of 
industries in countries in 
east Europe and German 
exporters would lose mar- 
ket share. The German 
economy is heavily depen- 
dent on exports. 

Mr. Flassbeck said that 
consequently it was 
"absolutely necessary for 
the Bundesbank to reduce 
interest rates to boost slug- 
gish domestic consump- 
tion.” 

Meanwhile, economists 
wanted against complacen- 
cy about the possible 
impact of the Asian crisis 
on Europe and said that 
continuing turmoil in the 
East could derail the suc- 
cessful launch of the single 
currency. 

If world trade slows and 


the value of the dollar wilts 
under the strains of the 
Asian crisis, “the birth of 
economic and monetary 
union (EMU) could 
become increasingly diffi- 
cult," said European strate- 
gist at Merrill Lynch invest- 
ment bank, David Bowers. 

"We ought io stan making 
a link between EMU and 
the Asian crisis. If it starts 
to affect the U.S. economy 
and the dollar, Europe will 
come under a lot of strain. 
We think the Asian story is 
the lip of the deflationary 
iceberg," Mr. Bowers said 
in a statement. 

A colleague at the power- 
ful investment bank 
explained that if currency 
speculators were successful 
in breaking the peg of the 
Hong Kong dollar to the 
U.S. unit, they may then 


rum to European curren- 
cies. 

Confidence and momen- 
tum gained in Asia might 
tempL speculators to drive 
currencies such as the Irish 
punr or ihe peseta out of the 
currency grid, predicted 
Bryan Allworthy. 

The dangerous time 
would be between selection 
of EMU member countries 
and exchange rates between 
participating currencies in 
May 1998 and the launch of 
the euro currency on Jan.l, 
1999, he warned. 

if the market is success- 
ful in going against the 
Hong Kong dollar... why 
would the market choose to 
take without challenging 
the European Union’s com- 
mitment to irrevocably 
fixed exchange rates,” Mr. 
Allwonhy said. 
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J . Ouu 

(1N.0.1P AfcAH UAN> 
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1.21 

48 

320J 

104(680 

139.00 331.00 

29.50 

330.50 » 

1.50 

330.211 

.073 
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1 . «u» 

1 - -■••■I* . BAT ICJIAL £U> . 

- 

0.0» 

64 

14M98 

246416 

1.74 

1.77 
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1.75 , 

.01 
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1.01 
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io Sports 


Gullit demands to know real 


reason for sacking 


LONDON (AFP) — Ruud 
Gullit Friday demanded io 
know the real reason behind 
his sacking as Chelsea man- 
ager in favour of Gianluca 
Vialii. 

The Dutchman, who said 
he asked for £2 million a 
year as a basis for negotia- 
tion. was sensationally dis- 
missed on Thursday after 
talks over his new contract 
broke down. 

But a cleariy-angry Gullit 
claimed there was more to 
his sacking than money and 
was desperate to find the 
real reason why he had been 
axed. 

Gullit, speaking at a 
packed news conference in 
Kensington, said: “I want to 
know what the real reason 
is. Money is not the real rea- 
son. The money is only a 
stick they tried to hit me 
with. 

“I think it will be very dif- 
ficult to get that acknowl- 
edged by someone. It will 
always be a question mark 
for the rest of my life. 

“If they had made me an 
offer I would have stayed 
because I wanted to stay. I 
never made a demand. It 
was a point of negotiation.” 

Gullit said that he had not 
expected to receive the £2 
million a year he asked for 
to remain as Chelsea’s play- 
er-manager and that he was 



Rund Gullit, former player/manager of Chelsea 
Football Club holds a news conference February 13 to 
explain his departure from the club (Reuters photo} 


fully prepared to negotiate. 

He said Chelsea had not 
made him any offer and he 
believes they went behind 
his back and had made up 
their minds to replace him. 


Gullit also revealed that 
he was in negotiation with 
Rangers' star Brian Laudrup 
and was waiting to hear 
confirmation that Laudrup 
was coming to London to 


discuss terras. 

But he was told that 
Laudrup’s wife was ill and 
that the Danish winger 
would not be coming down 
to London, only to discover 
Friday that Laudrup had. in 
facL been in the capital on 
Wednesday. 

Gullit said: "On Thursday 
I heard that Brian Laudrup 
was in London on 
Wednesday and met with 
Gianluca Vialii and 
Gianfranco Zola and had a 
meeting with (managing 
director) Colin Hutchinson 
without me. That means 
they had everything planned 
behind my back.” 

Gullit said his rapid exit 
, from Stamford Bridge had 
'•“staggered" him. 

“I have never been in a 
position like this before. 1 
have never been treated like 
this before." he said. 

“I am in shock. Look at 
what 1 have done for 
Chelsea, for the players, for 
the fans. I thought every- 
thing was going well. We 
were second in the League, 
in the semi-finals of the 
Coca-Cola (League) Cup. in 
the quarter-finals of the 
(European) Cup Winners* 
Cup. 

“Then this happens. It is 
fair to say this is a day you 
can't forget.” 


African Nations Cup 

Sensational triumph for Togo 
over Ghana as Tunisia win 


Angola 
force draw 
in thriller 


OUAGADOUGOU (AFP) — Togo caused 
one of the biggest upsets in African Nations 
Cup history by defeating Ghana 2-1 in a 
Group B match here on Thursday. 

Franck Dote gave the West African min- 
nows a 24th-minute lead which they grimly 
defended until eight minutes from the end 
when Sam Johnson levelled from a penalty- 
kick. 

But in the second minute of injury time 
substitute Mohamed Toure raced through to 
shoot past goalkeeper Simon Addo and 
leave the Abedi Pele-Ied Black Stars 
stunned. 

Ghana, champions a record four times and 
one of the title favourites here, never repro- 
duced the form that overwhelmed Tunisia 
in the opening round three days ago. 

Goalkeeper Nibombe Wake, who plays 
for a Ghanaian club, was the Togolese hero, 
making a string of superb saves as Ghana 
attacked relentlessly in the second half at 
the August 4 Stadium. 

The result coupled with a 2- 1 victory for 
Tunisia over the Democratic Republic of 
Congo earlier in the day leaves the four 
countries level on three points entering the 
final mini-league matches. 

Ghana face DR Congo and Tunisia meet 
Togo on Monday afternoon in an intriguing 
climax to a pool that Ghana and 1996 run- 
ners-up Tunisia were expected to dominate. 


Tiinisia back in contention 


Ziad Tlemcani was the unlikely match- 
winner as Tunisia defeated the Democratic 
Republic of Congo 2-1 in an African 
Nations Cup Group B match here Thursday. 

The veteran striker, dropped after the 
World Cup qualifiers lost 2-0 to Ghana on 
Monday night, came on as a substitute and 
snatched the 75th-minute winner in cloudy 
conditions at the Municipal Stadium. 

Congolese defenders stood still expecting 
an offside whistle and Tlemcani raced 
through unopposed to slot the ball low past 
goalkeeper Nkombe Tokala and throw the 
pool wide open. 

Faouzi Rouissi had a tame penalty kick 
saved by Tokala before Mehdi Ben 
Slimane gave Tunisia a 31st-mioute lead 
when he hooked a Tarek Thabet pass into 
the far comer. 

Fullback Okitankoyj Kimoto levelled five 
minutes later as a pass from captain Ekanza 
Siraba was deflected into his path and he 
drilled the ball past Ali Boumnijel. It was 
an unconvincing performance by Tunisia, 
whose star midfielder Zoubeir Beya once 
again disappointed and was replaced by 
Kais Godhbane nine minutes into the sec- 
ond half. 


BOBO-DIOULASSO, 

Burkina Faso (AFP) — Angola 
wiped out a two-goal deficit to 
draw 3-3 with Namibia in a 
thrilling African Nations Cup 
Group C match here Thursday.' 

Namibia, appearing at the 
finals for the first time and 
coached by a schoolteacher, 
looked set tor victory when 
Gervatius Uri-Khob slammed a 
free kick into die net afer 49 
minutes. 

The goal gave the Namibians 
a 3-1 advantage and it took a 
harsh penalty award midway 
through the second half to 
bring their Southern Africa 
neighbours back into con- 
tention. 

Television replays showed 
Mohamed Auseb fairly tack- 
ling Miguel Pereira, but 
Senegalese referee Falla Ndoye 
pointed to the spot and PauJo 
Silva easily beat Ronnie 
Kanalelo. 

Angola gained a slight terri- 
torial advantage as Namibia 
tired in the 30 degrees heat and 
it was no surprise when Pereira 
from German club Schalke 04 
equalised with seven minutes 
left 


Morocco ’s Al Hadji: We don ’tfear Brazil 


BOBO-DIOULASSO. 
Burkina Faso (AFP) — 
Morocco's star midfielder 
Mustapha AJ Hadji said 
Friday that his country will 
fear no one at the World Cup 
despite being in the same 
group as world champions 
Brazil. 

Al Hadji, who has recently 
moved from Portugal's 
Sporting Lisbon to Spanish 
club Deportivo La Coruna, 
took time out from his 
African Nations Cup prepa- 
rations here to give his 
views on the World Cup. 

The 26-year-old. brought 
up in France and who made 
his professional debut at 
Nancy at IS, said: ‘To play 
Brazil will be • a real big 
event for us because every 
successful team would have 
to meet Brazil, whether it is 
in the first round or the final. 


“We mustn't forget 
moments like that but we 
must not mess them up 
either. They are the world 
champions and we need to 
make it hard for them.” 

But by the same token, al- 
Hadji did not think 
Morocco, with whom he 
reached the second round of 
USA *94. would be over- 
awed by such a famous foot- 
balling nation. 

“We fear no one. not even 
Brazil. It’s true it's a diffi- 
cult group but I don't think 
we have any worries. And 
the fact we are playing in 
France is practically at home 
because there are so many 
Moroccans in France and 
we have an advantage." 

Al-Hadji was happy to 
play in this African Nations 
Cup just four months before 
the World Cup because it 


allowed him to improve his 
physical condition. 

He has not played much 
since signing a contract with 
Deportivo La Coruna a 
month ago to join up with 
two fellow Moroccans, 
defender Noureddine 

Naybet and striker 
Salaheddine Bassir. 

Although Al-Hadji was 
happy with his season over- 
all. more in the European 
Champions League than in 
the Portuguese League, he 
said he needed to improve 
his physical condition. 

“It's true this competition 
has given me a little extra on 
the physical side because 1 
needed to work hard and this 
African Nations Cup has 
come at a good time for 
me,” Al Hadji added.. 

Morocco have tended to 
do better in World Cup qual- 


ifiers than in the African 
Nations Cup in the last few 
years, although they did win 
the continental competition 
back in both 1976 and 1980, 
“We have more problems in 
African football because it is 
a very physical game. Ours 
is more technical and a 
slower game and perhaps 
that’s why it’s sometimes 
difficult agaihst the African 
sides.” he said. “Morocco 
have their eyes on the bigger 
prospect of success in the 
World Cup but they will not 
want to be humiliated here. 
To play here with one eye 
looking at France wouJd not 
be a good thing. 

"What we really need to 
do is go to the World Cup as 
African champions — that 
would really give us a psy- 
chological edge. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, February 14, 1998 






No blues for fiery Pitkowski at Paris Open 


PARIS (AFP) — Sarah Pitkowski. a fiery 22-year-old red- 
head from Lille in northern France, outlasted eighth-seed 
Sabine Appelroans of Belgium to reach the quarter-finals at 
the $480,000 Paris Indoor Open — and admitted she had 
never felt worse. 

Pitkowski. currently ranked 60th. revealed that she has 
been taking anu-biotics for the past five days for a “dread- 
fur cold, and admitted that she found the sky-blue colours 
around the court inside the Coubertin Stadium "upsetting 
and tiring.” “It’s really bad for the eyes.” said Pitkowski, 
who was beaten in the last round of the qualifying tourna- 
ment by Larisa Neiland of Latvia but who got into the main 
tournament draw when former World No. 1 Steffi Graf 
withdrew with a calf injury. 

“Still — I’m not complaining. I didn't expect to get this 
far.” she grinned 

Pitkowski. who also beat her highly-rated teenage com- 
patriot Anne-Gaelle Sidot in the fust round defeated the 
out-of-touch Appelmans 5-7. 6-3, 6-1 in 2hrs 13mins in the 
day’s first match. And she was by no means intimidated by 
the big occasion. 

After jusr five games she had already ticked off a lines- 
man (“they put die litres on the court for a reason, you 
know”) and told the umpire Giulia Orlandi with a stamp of 
the feet to “wake up.” Although she dropped the first set she 
battled on — keeping an excellent length on her ground- 
strokes and picking up a lot of points by playing wide to the 
left-hander's backhand whenever she had the chance. 

The defeat was a latest setback for the 24th-ranked 
Appelmans. who arrived in Paris without a tournament win 
after first-round defeats in both Sydney and the Australian 
Open. The Belgian champion hardly helped her effort by 
hitting a dozen double-faults. 


The tournament lost its youngest competitor when 
Russian teenager Anna Kournikova crashed out io-Jast 
vear's finalist Anke Huber. 

* The fifth-seeded German, a semi-final ist at the Australian 
Open, looked down and out when her 16-year-old opponent 
took a 3- 1 lead in the third-set. But Kournikova. who is now 
coached bv Steffi Graf's former mentor Pavel Sloa\ 
showed she still has a lot to learn by letting Huber off the 
hook. 

Huber charged back to score a 6-2, 1-0, 6-4 win and she 
now plays French number-one Mary Pierce. 

Pierce, the third seed, was her usual erratic self — racing 
away to take the first set 6-1 but then dropping the second 
by the same margin against Karina Habsudova of Slovakia. 

The 23-year-old French player eventually clinched a 6-1. 
1-6. 6-1 win. 

Earlier top-seeded Jana Novoma sailed comfortably 
through her first match of 199S by beating Rita Grande of 
Italy 6-1, 6-4 and declared herself fit and confident. 

The 29-year-old Czech now plays seventh-seeded 
Barbara PauJus of Austria. 

PauJus pur out another Ialian player. Silvia Farina 6-1. 6- 
3. 

Second-seed Iva Majoli, returning for the first time to 
Paris since her historic win at last year's French Open, 
made a meal of her first tournament match and needed three 
sets to see off FJorencia Labat of Argentina. 

The 20-year-old Croatian had to steady her nerves when 
Labat climbed back to 4-4 after trailing CM in the final set, 
before finally clinching a 5-7. 6-2, 6-4. 

She now ‘faces sixth-seed Dominique Van Roost of 
Belgium who recovered to defeat German qualifier Wiltrud 
Probst 5-7, 6-2. 7-6 (7/2). 
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Barnsley 
out to 
avenge 
7 goal 
humiliation 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Premiership stragglers 
Barnsley hope that they 
become the latest side to ben- 
efit from Manchester United’s 
current slump in form when 
they take them on in the frith 
round of the FA Cup on 
Sunday — particularly as the 
last time they visited Old 
Trafford they were thrashed 7- 
0. 

Barnsley, who beat Spurs 3- 
1 in a fourth round replay, 
have improved considerably 
since that October massacre 
and United, who have only 
won one of their last four 
Premiership matches will 
have to be on their guard. 

Barnsley will rely on their 
midfield maestro Neil 
Redfeam, who is also their top 
scorer, and striker Ashley 
Ward, who has made an effec- 
tive return since a bout of 
meningitis, for their punching 
power up front and just hope 
that Adrian de Zeeuw and 
Adie Moses bold things 
together at the back. 

Arsenal, who are on a high 
after reviving their title chal- 
lenge since Tony Adams' 
return, host London rivals ‘tird 
Premiership stragglers Crystal 
Palace. 

West Ham, who won the 
Cup back in 1 976, play host to 
Blackburn Rovers which 
should prove to be the most 
attractive tie of the round. 

Ason Villa need a victory to 
restart their season as they are 
in serious danger of slipping 
into a relegation battle and a 
home win over Coventry in 
the Cup would at least give the 
fans and embattled manager 
Brian Little some relief. 

Leeds, whose manager 
George Graham launched 
another of his favourite 
attacks on foreign ‘prima don- 
nas' this week, could have 
problems with Birmingham 
City, for whom ex-Gielsea 
striker Paul Furlong has redis- 
covered his scoring touch. 

There are also three 
Premiership matches with 
Liverpool having really to win 
away at Sheffield Wednesday 
to keep their title hopes alive 
— a win would put them just 
two points adrift of 
Manchester United, though 
they will have played a game 
more. 

Both Spurs and Eevrton 
have the chance to grab some 
vital points as they host 
Leicester and Derby. 



Houston Rockets' Clyde Drexler goes in for a lay up basket while Vancouver 
Grizzlies' Sam Mack is powerless to defend during first quarter action of their NBA 
game. Houston won 112- 103 (Reuters photo) 


SCOREBOARD 


NBA 


Cleveland 

103 

Toronto 

94 

Portland 

115 ■ 

Phoenix 

110 

Utah 

118 


100 

Houston 

112 

Vancouver 


Sacramento 

87 

Denver 

84 

Spanish Cup (return-leg 

quarter-final) 


Betis 

o 

Zaragoza 

2 


(Zaragoza qualify 5-2 on aggregate) 




African Nations Cup 
Oro»P B 

Togo 2 

Tunisia 2 

GrsupSL 

Angola 3 




Ghana 

D. R. of Congo 
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Namibia 


French First Division 
Rennes 1 

Chateauroiix 7 
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CINEMA 


TEL.-6MI-M 


V 


CINEMA 


TEL:634]44 


CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA “l" ! PHILADELPHIA n 2 


Pierce Brvsnon as 
James Bond 


007...TOMORROW 
NEVER DIES 




A 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


THE 

PEACEMAKER 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30 
6:15. S:30. 10:30 


TEL5699238 S' CINEMA TEL5677Z20 A. /' CINEMA 


PLAZA 


4. 


Harrison Ford .... in 

AIR FORCE ONE 


Shows: 10:30. 8:30. 3:30, 
12:30 


CONCORD 


CONCORD ‘1* 

Adel Imam &Yusra ... in 

RISALA ILAALWALI 

lAKAHO 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 

mnmpo ,'2‘ 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 3 ‘JO, 6:30. 

8:30. 10:30 



si. 


ABDOUN 


I KNOW WHAT YOU 
DID LAST SUMMER 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 8:30, J0:30 


MORNING SHOWS 

101 DALMATIANS 




.X 


A. 


ABDOUN 
BRAD PITT. ..in 


SEVEN YEARS 
IN TIBET 


Shows: 3:30. 6:00, 8:15. 10:45 


NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Arnal Dabbas 
V. For reservations cull: SWISS. 625155 . 
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* Relieved 

I Rebagliati 
will 
change 
' lifestyle, 
not friends 

NAGANO (AFP) — A 
iclwvcd Ross Rehagl'uiit 
saiJ Friday he was ready to 
change his lifestyle alter 
ne.trlv losing his snow* 
hoarding gold medal fur 
duping. 

The 26-vear-old 

Canadian w as cleared 
Thursday of wrongdoing 
,)i] ;ippeal after testing pos- 
itive for marijuana follow- 
in'! Sundav 's race. 

Silting proudly with the 
medal around his neck, 
Rebagliati told reporters of 
Jus relief at being able (u 
Keep ihe gold — as well as 
In* shock at the initial news 
he was to lose his title. 
"Winning the medal was 

• the best moment of my life 
! — losing it was the worst 
! moment «»l nty life." 
i Rebagliati said. 

i “It all happened in a shun 
| amount of time. It was an 
| anu/ing feeling — quite a 
j ride." 

Asked how he felt on 
hearing he had tested posi- 
t live. Rebagliati said: "l felt 
light-headed. I felt cold. I 
started to sweat. I had to sit 
down" "But the worse the 
sky came down on me the 
| more my friends pulled 
together. My dud had noth- 
ing but support for me." 

the Canadian freely 
admitted he had in the past 
occasionally smoked mari- 
juana but stressed: "It was- 
n’t something that ruled 
any pan of my life. It was a 
social activity.” 

And he insisted that 
while he had learned a les- 
son he w ould not condemn 
drug-taking outright as it 
was not for him to judge 
his friends. 

'Life is a learning 
process — il you make bad 
decisions you have to deal 
with that. ’ 

i'ni going to change my 
lifestyle. I'm not going to 
: change my friends. But I 
might have to wear a gas- 
mask front now on." the 
>oung Canadian joked. 

Rebagliati *ays he last 
took marijuana in April 
■ 1997. but gave up as pari of 
his quest for Olympic gold. 
He had already admitted 
ihai \ i rt tin M \ c very one 
around him on the snow- 
boarding scene has smoked 
the drug. 


NBA’S 

Raptors 

sold 

to NHL’s 

Maple 

Leafs 

)RONTO (APi — The 
'ner of the Toronto 
‘tors said Thursday he 
sold his majority own- 
in the national bas- 
1 association club 
its half-built stadium to 
Toronto Maple leats of 
National Hockey 
gue. 

Ulan Slaight told CFRB. 

radio station he also 
ns and that carries rap- 
s games, that he sold the 
m “with regret.” 
he Leafs and Raptors 
led a news conference 
later to formally 
inunce the sale, 
he deal ends lengthy 
igling between the Leafs 
I Raptors over whether 
y should build one arena 
ether or each build a 
arate facility, 
s pan of the deal, the 
ifs will get control of the 
Canada center, which is 
er construction near 
onto’s waterfront, it is 
to open in 1999. 



Lasse Kjus of Norway goes over a jump on lus way to taking the silver medal in the 
men’s Olympic Downhill race February 13. Jcan-Lue Cretier of France won the gold. 
Kjus won silver in both men’s Alpine downhill and combined events at the Winter 
Olympics (Reuters photo! 



South Korea’s Kang Mi- Young (Rl races against North Korea’s Chun Hee-Joo in the 
Olvmpic women’s 500 metres first race February 13. Kang won the race against 
Chun with Kang finishing in 30th position and Chun in 35th position after the first of 
the events two races (Reuters photo) 


Nagano medals table 


Gold Silver Bronze Total 


Germany 5 

Russia 4 

Norway 3 

United States 2 

Finland 2 

Japan 2 

France 2 

Austria 1 

Netherlands 1 


Canada 1 

Switzerland 1 

Bulgaria 1 

Italy 0 

C. Republic 0 

Ukraine 0 

Belarus 0 

Belgium 0 


4 
3 

5 
1 
1 
1 
0 


1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 


4 

u 

3 

3 

2 

0 

u 

6 

1 

1 

I 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

l 


13 

7 

11 

6 

5 

3 
2 
9 

4 

3 
2 
T 

4 
2 
I 
1 
1 


Total 


25 25 25 


75 


Job Vacancy 


< rn 3 romment Educational Institute in Ammj 

is vacancies for part-time(aftemoons/early evenings) instructors for 
merican University preparation courses. Priority will be given to 
mlicants holding a U.S doctorate in Education or English. 
all 552-61 2 J or 07925946 between J 1:00-1:30 and 4:00-7:00. 


JORDAN TIMES TEL: 
5699634, 56843 1 1 


Nagano Games 

Cretier seizes gold as Maier 
demolishes safety nets 



Jean-Luc Cretier of France is held aloft by former French champions Luc Alphand 
( L) and Franck Piccard ( R) after winning the gold medal in the men’s Olympic down- 
hill race February 13. Cretier has never won a race or a medal in 11 years in the sport, 
but has finished repeatedly on the podium this season (Reuters photo) 


NAGANO (AFP) — French 
customs officer Jean-Luc 
Cretier seized his chance 
after super-favourite 

Hermann Maier and 15 
other downhill racers went 
flying to win the Olympic 
blue riband event at the 
Nagano Games on Friday. 

The 31 -year-old. who has 
□ever won a major downhill 
in his life, defied the mights’ 
Austrian team to give 
France their first downhill 
title for 30 years, when 
Jean-CIaude Killy pulled 
off his treble at Grenoble in 
19t>S. 

Mater’s words came hack 
to haunt him as he survived 
a horrific crash as he set 
after Crerier’s time. After 
the first practice run he had 
written off the course as too 
easy. 

The 25-y car-old llipped 
into the air alter just IS sec- 
onds when he misjudged his 
entry into a gate which had 
been repositioned earlier in 
the morning when the start 
was delayed because of 
gusting winds. 

He was extremely doubt- 
ful for Saturday’s Super-G 
for which he is the World 
Cup leader. Team-mates 
Stefan Eberhaner. Andreas 
Schifferer and Hans 
Knauss, who are second, 
third and fourth in the 
World Cup standings, are 
favourites for Saturday’s 
race. 

Norway’s Lasse Kjus 
became the first man to win 
two Alpine silver medals on 
the same day when three 
hours after finishing second 
to Cretier he lost his 
Combined title to Austria’s 
Mario Reiter. 

The Austrians, so impos- 
ing in practice, were left 
with only a bronze medal in 
the downhill. Hannes TrinkJ 
saving the day for diem. 

Andreas Schifferer. the 
current World Cup downhill 
leader, had to wait for If 
minutes as course marshalls 
rebuilt the fencing. 

The 23-yeur-old 

Schifferer. who survived a 
near ’ fatal crash in 
Kitzbuehel two years ago, 
appeared to be shaken and 
was never in contention. 

Defending champion 
Tommy Moe of America 
finished 12th. 

Reiter made a spectacular 
Olympic debut when he 
won the men’s combined. 
The 27-year-old, who led 


after Monday’s slalom, held 
off the challenge oft' Kjus 
and teammate Christian 
Mayer. 

Stefan Krausse and Jan 
Behrendt completed a 
Germany clean-sweep of 
the luge events when they 
won the doubles ahead of 
two American pairs. 

Georg Hack! had complet- 


ed his hat-trick in the men’s 
and Silke Kraushaar had 
won the women’s event. 

There was a surprising 
Olympic start to the Dream 
Team hockey tournament as 
the United States NHL 
squad crashed 4-2 to 
defending champions 
Sweden for whom Daniel 
Alfredsson scored twice. 

But another Swedish side, 
their world champion curl- 
ing rink, face two tricky 
play-offs, against the United 
States and Japan after losing 
to Switzerland to reach the 
medal round. 


World record holder 
Catriona LeMay Doan of 
Canada was poised to win 
her first speed skating gold 
medal in Saturday's second 
heal after breaking 
American Bonnie Blair’s 
ten-year-old Olympic 
record. 

Germany's Katrina 
Seizinger. fastest in prac- 
tice. renews her battle with 
Super-G winner Picabo 
Street of the United Stales 
in Saturday’s other big 
event, the women’s down- 
hill. 


Nagano Games schedule 
for Feb. 14 (all times GMT) 


• Curling (Karuizawa): Men’s and women's playofss 
0900/0000. Women's semi-finals 1400/0500, Men’s semi- 
finals 1S00/0900 

• Alpine skiing: ( Happo'one Hakubaj: Women’s downhill 
1015/0115 

• Nordic skiing (Kamishiro Hakuba): Men’s 15km pur- 
suit 0900/0000 

• Ice hockey-women (Aqua Wing Nagano): Japan v 
Sweden 1200/0300. Finland v China 1600/0700, Canada v 
USA 2000/1 100 

• Nordic combined (Kamishiro Hakuba): Individual 
15km 1300/0400 

• Bobsleigh (lizuna Kogen): Two-man bob 3500/0600 

• Ice hockev-men (Big Hat Nagano): Final phase, A1 v 
USA(C) 1445/0545, Sweden v Canada (C) JS45/0945 

• Speed skating (M-Wave Nagano): Women’s 500m 
1630/0730 

• Figure skating (White Ring Nagano): Men's free pro- 
gramme 1900/0010 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

l. Ranjit Singh — S/o Sri. Dev Raj — holding PP No. 
FHJ5051 8, issued in Jallandur (India) hereby declare that 
Ranjt Singh and Ranjeet Kaushal are same and from now 
I shall be named as Ranjeet Kaushal in all official 
proceedings and 1 shall sign the same. 

Ranjeet Kaushal, 

P.O- Box 611, Al-Mafraq 25110 — Jordan 

Win the OMEGA Seamaster Actually Worn by 
James Bond In Tomorrow Never Dies! 

IN CONNECTION with Tomorrow Never Dies, the 1 8th 
episode in the exciting Film series of agent 007's 
extraordinary spy adventures, OMEGA — official 
supplier of James Bond's watch — offers a fantastic 
contest on its Internet site, on line until February 13,, 
1 998 at: hnp://www.omega.ch 
First prize: James Bond's own Seamaster Professional! j 
The 10 runners-up will receive a special Bond OMEGA 
Seamaster model. The next 100 finalists will win a CD 
of the original music soundtrack of Tomorrow Never 
Dies. To enter, fill in the contest entry form and answer 
. the 15 questions about the intrepid secret agent 007, 
James Bond! As of December 15th, there have been more 
• than 2000 contest entries! j 


WANTED 

FINANCE MANAGER 

A well-established major trading company is seeking a 
■ qualified Finance Manager with 5-8 years of experience 
with wide exposure to trading organisations. 

Applicant should be knowledgeable and capable of 
conducting the following: 

• Bankformafities 

• Cash flow management and forecast 

• Job costing, receivables, payables, general ledger, 

! monthly profit and loss statements, audit and 
| provision of management informations. 

! • Knowledge of computer system applications is 
essential. 

i 

! Applicant should have (BA) degree In accounting — 

! Further degrees would be a pkjs. 

| CV and photo to be sent to: 

. P.O. Box (182445), Amman - Jordan 

LEVTS BRAND USA NAMES TBWA CHIAT / DAY 
NATONAX ADVERTISING AGENCY 

SAN FRANCISCO (January 26, 1998) — The Levi's® Brand 
USA has named TBWa Chiat/Day as its national advertising 
agency after a review initiated last October. TBWA 
Chiat/Day will immediately assume its role as the Levi's® 
brand's marketing partner. 

"Some of the world's top agencies participated in this 
review, and we were extremely impressed with the strategic 
and creative thinking they presented," said Gordon D. 
Shank, president, Levi Strauss, the Americas. "In the end, 
TBWA Chiat/Day demonstrated a deep understanding of the 
Leri's® brand and the strongest recommendations for taking 
it forward." 

Levi Strauss & Co. is the world's largest branded apparel 
manufacturer with record sales of $7.1 billion in 1996. The 
company markets Levi's® jeans. Dockers® khakis and 
Slates® dress pants. 

TBWA Chiat/Day are represented in the Middle East by the 
"Imermarkets Advertising'' network with offices in Beirut, 
Damascus, Amman, Cairo, Riyadh, Jeddah, Kuwait, Bahrain 
and Dubai. 
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PNA plans series of events 


marking ’48 ‘catastrophe’ 


RAMALLAH (AP) — Say 
the word ~AI Naktxf — 
Arabic for ‘the catastrophe" 

— and Palestinians think of 
only one event Israel's cre- 
ation in 1948 that led to the 
uprooting of hundreds of thou- 
sands of their people. 

With Israel's 50th anniver- 
sary celebrations now official- 
ly launched, some 200 
Palestinians came together 
Thursday to find ways io tell 
their side of the story. 

Ideas raised by the legisla- 
tors and intellectuals included 
establishing a national muse- 
um and collecting the stones 
of those who during the 1948 
Mideast war fled or were 
expelled from their own land 

— estimates of their numbers 
ranging from a half million to 
SOO.OOO. 


Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, who addressed the 
gathering, said the Palestinians 
should celebrate the occasion 
in spite of all the pain they 
hold in their minds and hearts. 

“We should not mark tins 
occasion with tears, but with a 
renewed vow to continue the 
struggle for peace and inde- 
pendence." Mr. Arafat said. 

The yearlong events — held 
under the slogan “Reviving 
the Memory of the 
Catastrophe" — will climax 
on May 15, die day in 1948 
when Arab armies invaded the 
a day-old state. A “national 
march" will take place in 
every Palestinian city on May 
15, 1998. 

“I hope it will be a million- 
person march." said Culture 
Minister Yasser Abed Rabbo. 


Hanan Ashrawi the 
Palestinian Minister of Higher 
Education, recommended the 
creation of a national museum 
that will document Palestinian 
history through photos and 
audio accounts of refugees 
and others to be collected by 
Palestinian university stu- 
dents. 

Other suggestions included 
staging mock trials of Israeli 
generals for war crimes, and 
gathering ownership docu- 
ments of property in Israel that 
was Palestinian. 

Isael launched its own 50th 
anniversary celebrations on 
Wednesday with a ceremony 
in the provincial town of 
Kxryal Gat, where Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and other officials 
helped plant 50 trees. 


U.S. reported hesitant on approval 
of oil-for-food increase for Iraq 



LONDON (AFP) — St 
Valentine's Day in Britain 
this year has also been des- 
ignated National 

Impotence day in a bid to 
increase public awareness 
of the problem. An estimat- 
ed three million British 
men suffer with erectile 
dysfunction and for them 
Valentine's Day on Feb. 14 
is not a romance-filled 
occasion. Britain's 

Impotence Association has 
set up a telephone hot line 
and increased its number of 
advisers to deal with an 
expected influx of calls. 


Teenage Romeo 
bitten by lion 


UNITED NATIONS (Kf — 
UN. Security Council mem- 
ben- negotiating an increase in 
a “oil -for- food" programme 
for Iraq believe they can reach 
broad agreement on Friday but 
Washington may still hesitate 
before giving final approval. 

Britain. Portugal and Spain 
introduced another version of a 
draft resolution on Thursday 
after days of negotiations 
among council members. 

At issue are proposals from 
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan to increase from S2 bil- 
lion to S5.256 billion the 
amount of oil Iraq would be 
permitted to sell over six 
months in order to buy food, 
medicine and other supplies. 

The aim is to provide grearer 
benefits for ordinary' Iraqis, 
many suffering from malnutri- 
tion. because of stringent U.N. 
sanctions imposed since 
Baghdad's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Specifically the United 
Stales objects to a provision 
asking Mr. Annan to recom- 
mend what Iraq needs to repair 


its oil facilities. Baghdad offi- 
cials have said their equipment 
was in disrepair and doubt tbey 
can pump as much as $5.2 bil- 
lion worth of oil at current 


prices. 

U.S. officials; diplomats said, 
wanted stronger language to 
make clear that the council's 
Sanctions Committee has the 
last word in agreeing to 
inports of equipment. The text 
now “encourages” the panel to 
approve whatever Mr. Annan 
recommends. 

British Ambassador Sir John 
Weston wants a vote taken by 
Tuesday in what has turned 
into an unusual proceeding. 

The council is increasing 
humanitarian supplies while 
two of its members, die United 
States and Britain, contemplate 
an attack against Iraq for not 
allowing U.N. arms inspectors 
unconditional access. 

Some diplomats believe that 
even if U.S. experts in New 
York agree on^jfce jest, 
Washington may still delay 
approval if it appears there 
would be political fall out to 


such a move. 

Paradoxically, Iraq dislikes 
the programme, viewing it as 
an insuh to its dignity because 
of heavy UJ4. monitoring as 
well as arguing it is asubstitute 
for lifting sanctions. This posi- 
tion has prompted the U.S. to 
say that Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein cares more 
about his palaces than his peo- 
ple. 

In response to a letter from 
Iraqi Foreign Minis ter 
Mo hammad Said A1 Sahaf 
detailing Baghdad's objec- 
tions. Mr. Annan has proposed 
talks in New York with Iraqi 
officials. 

His spokesman said these 
were “to review all relevant 
issues and reach agreements as 
required" to enable the govern- 
ment to submit as soon as pos- 
sible a distribution plan for the 
humanitarian supplies. 

Even after adoption of die 
resolution, it would not go into 
effect until the day after Mr. 
Annan notifies the -Security 
Council that he has approved 
an Iraqi distribution plan. 


WORLD PRESS PHOTO OF 1997: A Sept 23, 1997 picture of an Algerian woman grieving after a massacre in 
Benthala, taken by the Agence France Presse photographer Hocine won the World Press Photo of the Year 1997 
Award in Amsterdam Friday ( AP photo) 


Canadian 
MPs to visit 
Algeria, study 
violence 


Turkey orders arrest of 


pro-Kurdish party leaders 


Iraqis mourn victims of 1991 U.S. air raid 


BAGHDAD (R) — Salah 
Abdul Hamid stood silendy 
on Friday before photographs 
of his mother and sdx other 
family members who died 
seven years ago when U.S. 
laser-guided bombs turned die 
Amriya shelter into an infer- 


“We expect anything of the 
United States," he said, as 
black-clad women sat on the 
floor, tending candles for the 
dead at the shelter where more 
than 400 people were burned 
alive. 

"They love war and killing, 
we love peace," he said sim- 
ply. when asked about 
renewed threats by the United 
States and Britain to turn their 
high-tech arsenal against Iraq 
to force it to give unlimited 
access to U.N. weapons 
inspectors. 

U.S. pilots attacked the air 


raid shelter, in a residential 
western suburb of Baghdad, in 
the mistaken belief that it was 
a military command centre, 
not a refuge for civilians. 

Seven years after the event, 
visitors still gaze in honor at 
the devastated interior, deco- 
rated with wreaths of plastic 
flowers, incense sticks, can- 
dles and photographs of the 
dead. 

The first bomb gouged a 
hole about two metres across 
in the thick concrete roof of 
the one-storey structure, leav- 
ing a tangle of steel reinforc- 
ing rods splayed out beneath. 

The second fell through the 
hole and exploded, incinerat- 
ing those inside, including 
'261 women and 52 children, 
according to Iraqi official fig- 
ures. It dug a deep crater in the 
concrete floor, but failed to 
policlinic io the Ki-omciu 


below. 

Um Gfaaida, who now 
works at the chaired building, 
preserved as a war memorial, 
said she had lost nine relatives 
there. “I am determined to live 
here until my death, to be 
buried in this shelter because 
they killed me while 1 was 
alive,” she said, 

Iman Ali Hussein, four of 
whose relatives died in the 
raid, said be had harboured 
hatred for former U.S. 
President George Bush, but 
not for the American people 
and called for peace. 

“I can’t imagine any Iraqi 
will enter a shelter again," be 
said. “It’s better for them to 
die in their homes" 

Mr. Bush assembled the 
Gulf war coalition whose 
forces drove Iraqi occupation 
lumps from Kuwait in IWI. 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada 
will send a parliamentary 
delegation to Algeria next 
month to discuss the blood- 
shed there and the plight of 
ordinary citizens. Foreign 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy 
said on Thursday. 

The visit will follow trips 
this week by members of the 
European Parliament and in 
January by a Canadian 
envoy Claude Laverdure 
and three junior European 
Union ministers. 

“This visit will take place 
within the framework of the 
political -dialogue between 
Canadian and Algerian 
authorities, which has inten- 
sified recently following the 
tragic events in Algeria over 
the past months," Mr. 
Axworthy said in a state- 
ment 

The delegation will be led 
by Don Boudria. a cabinet 
member who is the liberal 
government’s house leader, 
managing its affairs in the 
house of commons. He vis- 
ited Algeria in December 
1996. 

The statement said the del- 
egation "will discuss the 
security situation in the 
country and the plight of the 
people with their Algerian 
counterparts and with civil 
society.” 

Mr. Boudria said he would 
“express all Canadians’ 
sympathy and solidarity 
with the Algerian population 
during this difficult period." 

An estimated 65,000 peo- 
ple have died in six years of 
violence since the Algerian 
authorities cancelled an 
election in which Islamists 
held a commanding lead. 


ISTANBUL (R) — 

Prosecutors have ordered the 
arrest of the entire leadership of 
Turkey's only legal pro- 
Kurdish party, government 
officials said on Friday. 

“We will take them all in for 


en gagin g in activities against 
the law.” Talai Salk, prosecutor 
at the State Security Court told 
Reuters. 

He declined to specify the 
nature of the charges against 
the 57 HADEP board mem- 
bers. 

On Thursday, Ankara police 
detained nine members of the 
People's Democracy Parry 
(HADEP) as part of an inquiry 
into - 1998 party -calendars 
alleged to promote separatism. 


“The calendar is one element 
of crime among others," Mr. 
Salk said 

Yousef Alains, lawyer for 
HADEP, dismissed the charges 
as a ploy to tar HADEP*s 
image and link it improperly to 
the outlawed Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK). which is fighting 
for autonomy in the mainly 
Kurdish southeast 
“The real aim is to create an 
image of HADEP and its lead- 
ers as a criminal group in soci- 
ety’s eye," Mr Akttas said 
Party activists say tbey 
believe the 1998 calendars 
have been targeted for featur- 
ing pictures of Leyla Zana. a 
Kurdish former MP now serv- 
ing a 15-year sentence for ties 


to the PKK Mr. Zana received 
the Andrei Sakharov Peace 
Prize in 1995. 

The calendars also contain a 
list of people affiliated with 
HADEP and related organisa- 
tions who have died in so- 
called "Mystery Murders" 
over the years, party members 
said 

Attorney AJatas said he 
planned to file an appeal 
against the detention order later 
on Friday. 

HADEP made a strong 
showing throughout the main- 
ly Kurdish areas in 1995 polls 
but failed to surpass (he ten per 
cent national barrier required to 
send MPs to parliament. 


Albright said expected 


to find Total in violation 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright is near to a formal 
conclusion that a natural gas 
deal with Iran by France's Total 
Sa and two other foreign firms 
violates U.S. laws. U.S. sources 
said cm Thursday. 

There has been no firm deci- 
sion about what comes next 
but the expectation is that Ms. 
Albright will opt for consulta- 
tions that delay temporarily a 
final resolution of the contro- 
versy rather than impose sanc- 
tions or waive sanctions, they 
said 

“They’ve made a decision in 
principle to issue a finding of 
sanctionabitity." one source 
told Reuters. 

Other sources — in the 
Clinton administration. 


Congress and outside of gov- 
ernment — said it was incon- 
ceivable that Ms. Albright 
would not find Total in viola- 
tion given the U.S. law and the 
strong feeling in Washington 
about the perceived threat from 
Iran's nuclear, chemical and 
biological weapons pro- 
grammes. 

State Department spokesman 
James Rubin, asked about 
these reports, told Reuters that 
Ms. Albright “has made no 
decision and the idea that a 
decision in principle has been 
matte would be premature in 
the extreme.” 

He said Ms. Albright told 
him she had not yet received a 
formal recommendation on 
potential action from 
Undersecretary of Stale Stuart 


Eizenstat, who is managing the 
issue for her. 

Several sources said they 
expected an announcement this 
week that Ms. Albright had 
found the controversial deal to 
be in violation of the 1996 Iran- 
Libya Sanctions Act or ILS A 

But the announcement was 
delayed because the adminis- 
tration did not want to roil new 
turmoil with Europe and 
Russia as it sought support for 
its tough line toward Iraq, 
sources said. 

Separately, in an interview 
with Reuters, Trade 
Representative Charlene 
Barshefsky was asked if there 
would be a decision this week 
on the issue, which could have 
spark a trans- Atlantic trade war 
and other frictions 



Cypriot Socialist Party 
decides against backing 
either candidate 


NICOSIA (AP) — The 
.small but influential 
Socialist Party has decided 
to remain neutral in Cyprus’ 
presidential election, leaving 
Sunday's runoff vote wide 
open lor the two candidates. 

Former Foreign Minister 
Cienrae Tacovou, 59, fin- 
ished first with 40.6 per cent 
of ihe vote in last Sunday's 
election. President Glafcos 
derides. 78, won 40.6 per 
ceni. But since neither can- 
didate won the necessary 
majority', a runoff vote must 
he held' 

The Socialist Party, which 
came in third with 10.6 per 
cum of the vote, emerged as 
a possible power broker. But 
the party’s central commit- 
tee decided at a late night 
meeting that ended early 
Friday not to back either 
candidate and allow its 
members “to vote at will.” 

The winner of the runoff is 
expected to begin crucial 
negotiations to reunify the 
east Mediterranean island. 

Cyprus has been unoffi- 
cially partitioned since 


Turkey invaded and occu- 
pied its northern third in 
1974 after an abortive coup 
by Greek Cypriot supporters 
of union with Greece. A 
breakaway Turkish Cypriot 
state in the north is only 
recognised by Turkey. 

Vassos Lyssarides, the 78- 
y ear-old Socialist leader, 
had received commitments 
this week from both candi- 
dates to form an all-party 
national unity coalition gov- 
ernment if elected. 

‘Tonight's decision is a 
follow up to our proposal for 
national unity. Choosing to 
back either candidate would 
have affected this unity, par- 
ticularly as both accepted 
our prqxisal for an all-party 
coalition,” Mr. Lyssarides 
said. 

The leaders of four other 
small parties, which together 
received 7.5 per cent last 
Sunday, have backed Mr. 
Clerides. But it wasn’t, cer- 
tain that they could rally 
enough support for the 
incumbent to swing the vote. 


NICOSIA (R) — A teenage 
soldier who fondled lions 
during an illicit late night 
visit to a Cyprus zoo with 
his girlfriend was being 
treated for bite wounds in 
hospital. The 1 8-year-old 
said he stuck his hands 
through cage railings to 
stroke two lions when they 
bit him, police said. The 
soldier went to a zoo in the 
coastal town of Limassol at 
2.45 am., with his girl- 
friend. Police said -they 
were investigating how 
they got into the com- 
pound? which was locked 
at the time. “We are trying, 
to figure out what they 
were doing there at that 
time in the morning. He 
was lucky they didn’t bite ■ 
anything else,” a police 
source said. 


Radioactive pigeon 
scare hits England 


LONDON (RV — An 
unusual health scare has 
struck at one of Britain’s 
major nuclear power plants - 
— the bizarre .case of 
radioactive . - . pigeons. 
Several investigations are 
underway after local 
pigeons were found to be 
radioactive. near ' the 
Sellafield nuclear facility 
in northwest England, 
industry officials said The 
scare comes days after a 
satirical television pro- 
gramme did a sketch about 
the dangers of radioactive- 
seagulls in the area. Plant 
operators BNFL said the 
levels of radiation m local 
seagulls were not danger- 
ous. 


Nepalese villager 
claims to be 
world’s oldest man 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
Nepalese villager claims he 
is the world's oldest man at 
141 years, but hasn’t got 
the birth certificate to prove 
it, according to press 
reports. Bit Narayan 
Chaudhaii says he was 
bom in November 1856. 
before even the American 
civil war and when Queen. 
Victoria was a young 
monarch. Royal correspon- 
dents of several British 
tabloid newspapers, who 
had been in Nepal covering - ’ 
Prince Charles’ visit there, 
made the dusty 12-hour 
journey from Kathm andu 
to the remote -village of 
Biratnagar. to interview the 
wizened villager. - The 
secret of the- . former 
farmer’s longevity, he says, 
is “raw tobacco and no 
alcohol” 


Male brain shrinks 
faster than the 
female — study ! 


DETROIT (R) — Adding 
fuel to the battle between 
the sexes, U.S. researchers 
said they have discovered 
evidence that the male 
human brain shrinks fester 
with age than the female 
brain. The- study by 
researchers at Henry Ford 
Hospital, using magnetic 
resonance images,, showed 
that between the ages of 65 
and 95, men experience an 
average of 30 per. cent, 
increase in cerebrospinal ., 
fluid around the outside of 
the brain, an ’indication of 
brain shrinkage . . while 
women experience a one 
per cent increase. ‘“My wife 
says it’s no surprise to her,' 
said Dr. C. Edward Coffey* 
who took part in the study . 








